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FHC RESOURCE CENTRE CLOSED FROM FRIDAY 3rd - MONDAY 6th APRIL - EASTER

SATURDAY 25th APRIL - ANZAC DAY

NEWS & EVENTS

FHC Wednesday Webinars
Zoom talk on Wednesday 15* April 2026
Time: 7.30pm.
La Trobe’s First Imnmigrants:

the 1839 Voyage of the ‘David Clark’
Presented by Irene Kearsey, C. J. La Trobe Society

The ‘David Clark’ arrived on 29 October 1839, carrying with it the very first assisted
immigrants direct to Melbourne. The talk describes the voyage and the arrival of the
vessel, as well as its relationship with Charles Joseph La Trobe who developed contacts
with many passengers aboard ‘David Clark’. These included William and Agnes Bell of
Yarra Glen, and plantsmen John Arthur and John McEwin, among others.

Courtesy of Lance Pymble

Irene Kearsey is deeply interested in many aspects of Victoria’s history and has worked
extensively as a volunteer with Public Records Office Victoria (PROV) archives. As a
member of the La Trobe Society, she participated in the PROV project of indexing the
Inward Correspondence to La Trobe, 1839-1851. In the past, she has carried out research
for the National Trust on topics relating to public art to be registered.

Non-members welcome. Cost $10.00
Go to: https://www.familyhistory.asn.au/layout.php?p=116 E E

Lt
E .

OR Scan the QR Code (opposite) with your Mobile Phone:

The Link will be sent when payment is received

The link for FHC members will be emailed prior to the webinar
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

As Tom Gleeson might say:- "I have really been getting Faye was a dedicated family history researcher and she
into Al recently." published the McComb Index to Landholders in

the Parish of Scoresby on microfiche in 1997. She also
Firstly we had Jenny Harkness give a very interesting talk  published a family history book in 1990 called Joseph
about using FamilySearch, and in particular using Al for =~ Davies: Bendigo hero. Another useful book at the time
searching full-text handwritten documents. This was on was Beginning Family History in Victoria (1994).

Zoom at our Wednesday Webinar on March 18th. Unclaimed letters at the Melbourne G.P.O. index, 1851-
1852 was ground-breaking work before Trove
Secondly there was the very successful seminar Al and revolutionised searching the newspapers. Other

Family History, held on Saturday 21st March, both live  publications on microfiche were German immigrants to
and streamed. The speakers were all excellent. We must  Port Phillip, index of passengers, 1849-1850 and Index to
thank Bronwen Bennett, Darralyn Cusack, Alison Brinson New Zealanders who served in other forces during World

and Annette Delaney for their huge amount of time and War I. If any members would like to consult the

effort in putting on this event. microfiche they are still available at the Resource Centre.
Some of our long-time members may remember Faye Disclaimer: this message was not written by AI, but per-
Guthrie. Faye was President of the then Australian haps it could have been better if I had used it!

Institute of Genealogical Studies from 1992 to 1994. She

returned as Vice-President in 1999 for one year. We have  Gail White
learnt that she died last month and her funeral service was

held on 11 March at the Croydon Church of the Latter-Day

-Saints.

PHOTOS FROM AI AND FAMILY HISTORY SEMINAR (see p. 3)

Buddhi Presenting
General Crowd

Blaine from Boston

UNIVERSAL
SECURITY
GROUP
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Al and Family History: Unlocking the Past

Highlights from the Family History Connections’ Seminar at Prahran’s Mechanic Institute

On Saturday, 21 March, the Prahran Mechanics’ Institute
Library was abuzz with excitement and curiosity as Family
History Connections hosted its much-anticipated seminar on
Artificial Intelligence in genealogy.

Attracting a diverse crowd of amateur sleuths and seasoned
researchers, the event promised fresh perspectives on how Al
is transforming the world of family history. With an
outstanding lineup of speakers and a practical session
featuring real-life experiences, the seminar proved both
inspiring and enlightening for everyone in attendance.

Setting the Scene: What is AT and How Can It Help?
To kick off the seminar, Dr Buddhi Jayatilleke delivered an
accessible and engaging introduction to the world of
Artificial Intelligence. His presentation demystified complex
concepts, ensuring that attendees, regardless of their
technical background, felt at ease with the subject matter.

Buddhi used relatable analogies and simple explanations,
making sure no one was left behind. “Before today, Al felt
like a foreign language. Now, I see its potential in my own
research,” remarked one participant. His clarity set the tone
for the day, preparing the audience to embrace new ideas
with confidence.

Expert Insights: Taking Al to the Next Level
Following the introduction, Mr Andrew Redfern took the
lectern to address an issue on many minds: How do we
balance traditional genealogical methods with rapidly
advancing technology?

Andrew’s talk struck the perfect chord between caution and
enthusiasm. He shared practical strategies for integrating Al
tools into everyday research, highlighting the importance of
maintaining critical thinking even as we embrace
technological shortcuts.

“Al is a tool, not a replacement for our passion and
diligence,” he noted, offering examples where technology can
speed up processes but human insight remains essential.
Attendees appreciated his pragmatic approach, with one
saying, “Andrew’s tips will help me get more out of my
research without losing that personal touch.”

Ethics & Copyright: Ethical Issues Associated with
Generative Al

The seminar’s third main speaker, Dr Blaine Bettinger,
tackled some of the thorniest questions facing genealogists
today: ethics and copyright in the age of Al Blaine’s thought-
provoking session delved into the responsibilities of
researchers using Al-generated content, and the importance
of respecting intellectual property.

He encouraged participants to ask tough questions about
data ownership and privacy, sparking lively discussion. “Dr
Bettinger really made me think about the bigger picture—
FHC News & Events No. 171, April 2026

how we use technology responsibly and ethically,”
commented an attendee. His insights offered food for
thought, ensuring that technological progress goes hand in
hand with ethical awareness.

Stories from the Trenches: Member Experiences
with AI

One of the seminar’s most popular sessions was ‘From the
Trenches’, where three Family History Connections members
shared their hands-on experiences using Al in their own
genealogical quests. Their stories ranged from breaking
through century-old brick walls with AI-powered document
scanning, to using chatbots to transcribe and translate
ancestral letters.

These grassroots accounts brought the day’s themes to life,
demonstrating the practical benefits—and occasional pit-
falls—of new technology. “Hearing real examples from fellow
members was so encouraging. It made me keen to try some
of these tools myself,” said a participant.

Panel Session: Positive Impressions and Inspiration
The seminar concluded with a lively Q&A, where attendees
shared their impressions and questions. The feedback was
overwhelmingly positive. Many praised the event’s
welcoming atmosphere and the presenters’ ability to make
complex topics accessible. “I walked away feeling empowered
and excited to try new things,” wrote one member. Another
commented, “The mix of expert knowledge and real-world
stories was spot on. I'm already planning to revisit some
stubborn ancestors with these new tools.”

Conclusion: Looking Ahead in Genealogy

Family History Connections’ Al and Family History seminar
was a resounding success, leaving participants eager to
explore the future of their favourite hobby. With expert
guidance, practical stories, and a strong ethical framework,
attendees now feel better equipped to harness the power of
Al in their own research.

As technology continues to evolve, events like this ensure
that the genealogy community stays informed, connected,
and ready to meet new challenges. Here’s to many more
breakthroughs—powered by both cutting-edge tools and
timeless curiosity.

Finally, the support of Gould Genealogy, Legacy Webinars
and VicGum was greatly appreciated in presenting this
Seminar.

We applied our newly acquired AI knowledge to

assist in the writing of this article!

(Seminar Committee - Alison Brinson, Annette
Delaney, Bronwen Bennett and Darralyn Cusack)



Missed the Seminar? Catch the Recording Before It’s Gone!

If you couldn’t attend our recent one-day seminar, “AI and
Family History — unlocking the past with technology,”
there’s still time to benefit from this highly informative
event.

Held on Saturday 21st March 2026, the seminar explored
how artificial intelligence is transforming the way we
research and interpret family history. Feedback from
attendees has been overwhelmingly positive, and you can
read more about the highlights on page 3.

A full 5 1/2-hour recording of the live stream

is now available for just $50, giving you the flexibility to
watch at your own pace. Please note that access to the
recording is available until 2oth April, so don’t delay.

A “Card Full” image on the recording partially obscures the
content of the overhead screen. Audio of the speakers is
clear. Handouts are provided for 2 of the presentations.

To purchase access, simply contact the FHC office Monday to
Wednesday during office hours.

Payment can be made by credit card, and you’ll need to
provide your email address to receive the viewing link.

Don’t miss this opportunity to unlock new insights and
techniques for your family history research from the comfort
of your home.

This article was written with the assistance of Al.

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

Family History Connections will be closed from Friday 3 April until Monday 6 April due to Easter.

I hope you all enjoy the break. If driving, please take care, drive safely so you can continue with your research when your

return.

Regards
Cheryl

FAMILYSEARCH AFFILIATE LIBRARY EXPLAINED

If you are using FamilySearch and you click on the image of a
record and you see the message below, this is what it means

Josiah Bedggood

Miscellaneous * New Zealand, Electoral Rolls, 1865-1957

Image Available h Bedggood

r Registration
To view these images do one of the following:

» Access the site at a FamilySearch center.

» Access the site at a FamilySearch affiliate library. hIsland, New Zealand v
land East, New Zealand

Check Image Avadlability

e Access the site at a FamilySearch center

This means that the image can only be seen at an LDS
Family History Center (American spelling). In our area there
is one in Croydon and Wantirna South (it is listed as
Melbourne, Australia for some strange reason). To find
others, and all their locations and times of opening, look

here:
https://locations.familysearch.org/en
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Type in Melbourne Victoria Australia for the most accurate
search, then select Family History Centers and you will see a
map and list of the centers.

e Access the site at a FamilySearch affiliate library
Family History Connections is an Affiliate

Library. You can use any of our computers in the Resource
Centre and you can view that image (unless FS has
mislabeled the image which can happen occasionally). You
will still need to login with your own personal sign in as you
do at home.

These restrictions on viewing images are imposed by the
original owners of the material e.g. some record offices in
England.


https://locations.familysearch.org/en

FRIDAY ZOOM CLASSES

On the 4th Friday of the month at 10.00am

FHC Zoom Administrator is inviting you to a
scheduled Zoom meeting.

The next meeting is on:
Friday 24 April at 10.00am.

Topic: Memories: Remember - Record

Join Meeting: https://uso6web.zoom.us/j/87047954140

If you miss the talk on Friday, a video recording will be
made available soon after in the Members’ Area.

TOUR OF F.H.C. RESOURCE CENTRE

Tours of F.H.C. Resource Centre are available on the 2nd  This month’s tour is on:

Saturday of the month.

They help new members to familiarise themselves with all

the resources we have available.

Saturday 11 April at 10.00am.

FREE STARTING OUT CLASSES - 2026

Starting Out Classes are provided free for new Members to help them start their family history journey. They will be held in
the Meeting Room of the F.H.C. Resource Centre from 1:00pm to 3:00pm on the dates below. Please arrive by 12.50pm.

Last and first Sunday of each month

26 April Class 1 - Australia 3 May Class 2 - Britain
31 May Class 1 - Australia 7 June Class 2 - Britain
28 June Class 1 - Australia 5 July Class 2 - Britain
26 July Class 1 - Australia 2 August Class 2 - Britain
30 August Class 1 - Australia 6 September  Class 2 - Britain
27 September  Class 1 - Australia 4 October Class 2 - Britain
25 October Class 1 - Australia 1 November Class 2 - Britain
29 November Class 1 - Australia 6 December Class 2 - Britain

Bookings essential: Phone 9877 3789 Email: info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au

RESEARCH AND LOOK UP SERVICES

here are four services available:

1. Research (minimum of two hours);

2. Look Ups (see form via Website for

details);

3. One on One Assistance in the Resource
Centre (maximum two hours) and

4. Data Entry (Applicants must provide
Editor’s rights to Researcher)

Full details and rates are available on the FHC
Website or on the forms in the Resource Centre

Special Offer for Regional, Interstate &
International Members.

As many members are unable to visit FHC Resource
Centre to access the records, a special research offer is
available.
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Each financial regional member is entitled to two hours of
free research each calendar year.
Any other research above this would be chargeable.

Please note: Your request must be submitted
prior to 31st October each year.

(A Regional Member is defined as one who lives more than
100km from the Resource Centre).
Enquiries: E-mail:

research@familyhistoryconnections.org.au

or by mail to:

Research Coordinator, Family History
Connections, P.O. Box 2010, Forest Hill Victoria.
3131


mailto:research@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87047954140
mailto:info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au

PMI LIBRARY EVENTS FOR F.H.C. MEMBERS

Events to share with your members from the PMI
Victorian History Library

info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au /
cherylaigs@y7mail.com

Making a Biography of Place: the History of Old
North Melbourne

In this talk, historian Dr Fiona Gatt presents a history of old
North Melbourne while reflecting on the process of ‘making’
that history. Fiona will reflect on why she turned her
attention to this small but much-loved suburb, the
development of the research process and the key findings of
her research. In her book Old North Melbourne, municipal
rate books reconstruct the physical nature of the town, the
occupational groups, and the rates of home ownership.

When: 14 Apr @ 6.30pm
Where: PMI Victorian History Library
Bookings: https://brushfire.com/

pmivictorianhistorylibrary/OldNorthMelb/620083
PMI Library Book Sale

Continuing our well-received book sale, we have invited even
more stall operators featuring jewellery, knitted toys,
scrapbooking materials, soaps, and more. Our book sale
regularly features an extensive range of Australian
non-fiction as well as collections of vinyl records, magazines,
and even play books.

When: 18 Apr @ 9:30am — 2:30pm

Where: PMI Victorian History Library

Bookings: https://brushfire.com/
pmivictorianhistorylibrary/booksaleapri2026/618304
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Chapel Street Walk

Step back in time and explore the golden days of shopping
along Chapel Street, Prahran. This tour is full of fascinating
stories about Melbourne’s beloved department stores. Start-
ing at the PMI Victorian History Library, we’ll explore
gems like the old Prahran Arcade, learning how its
beautiful heritage features have been lovingly preserved.

When: 22 Apr @ 10:30am — 11:45am
Where: PMI Victorian History Library
Bookings: https://brushfire.com/

pmivictorianhistorylibrary/chapel2026/621282

Armadale Heritage Walk

Join us for a captivating walking tour that blends history and
exercise, perfect for enthusiasts of both! Starting at Armadale
train station, you'll explore the fascinating past of High
Street, one of Victoria's most iconic locations known for its
vibrant food scene, fashion boutiques, leisure spots, and
stunning architecture.

When: 29 Apr @ 10:30am — 11:45am
Where: Armadale Train Station


mailto:info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
mailto:cherylaigs@y7mail.com
https://brushfire.com/pmivictorianhistorylibrary/OldNorthMelb/620083?utm_source=sisterorg
https://brushfire.com/pmivictorianhistorylibrary/OldNorthMelb/620083?utm_source=sisterorg
https://brushfire.com/pmivictorianhistorylibrary/booksaleapri2026/618304?utm_source=sisterorg
https://brushfire.com/pmivictorianhistorylibrary/booksaleapri2026/618304?utm_source=sisterorg
https://brushfire.com/pmivictorianhistorylibrary/chapel2026/621282?utm_source=sisterorg
https://brushfire.com/pmivictorianhistorylibrary/chapel2026/621282?utm_source=sisterorg

Durham Records Online

New additions for Ancroft, Staindrop, Tynemouth,

Newburn, updates to South Shields, Jarrow, Easington, 1805.

St. John's chapel

Ancroft St. Anne in the district of Berwick-on-Tweed,

Northumberland:

baptisms & burials 1742-1797, marriages 1742-

Tynemouth Christ Church, Northumberland, burials 1803-

Newburn St. Michael and All Angels, Castle Ward,

now from 1659 to 1850.

1812.

Northumberland: marriages 1659-1721, complete marriages

Easington St. Mary the Virgin, Durham: burial 1798-1850.

Staindrop Independent (Congregational) church in the

village of Staindrop, Teesdale district, Baptisms 1806-1837.

South Shields St. Hilda marriages 1819-1834.

1828-1833

South Shields Jarrow St. Paul, marriages 1824-1837.

findmypast ..

Thanks to Chris Paton for this post on his ScottishGENES blog

It's worth noting that whilst ScotlandsPeople does include Roman

fariy Bestory balthe making

Catholic records for Scotland, FindmyPast's collection is almost

twice as large.

6 record sets

Record Set

Scotland Roman Catholic Parish Baptisms
Scotland Roman Catholic Parish Congregational
Records

Scotland Roman Catholic Parish Marriages
Scotland Roman Catholic Parish Burials

Scotland Roman Catholic Parish Registers Browse

Scotland Roman Catholic Directories
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Category

Birth, Marriage, Death & Parish
Records

Churches & Religion

Birth, Marriage, Death & Parish
Records

Birth, Marriage, Death & Parish
Records

Birth, Marriage, Death & Parish
Records

Directories & Social History

Subcategory

Parish Baptisms

Religious Ceremonies

Parish Marriages

Parish Burials

Parish Registers

Directories & Almanacs

Stanhope St. John's Chapel, Weardale district, marriages

No. of Records

1,240,174

677,475

606,568

348,454

160,725

63,901



»

INTERWAR FASHION
e

2026 AUSTRALIAN HERITAGE FESTIVAL

The Kew Historical Society has moved from its rooms in the
Kew library building to the former Kew Police Station at

188 High Street, Kew.

At present we are still unpacking and won’t be fully settled
until mid-year. Our member meetings which are open to all

INTERWAR FASHION & DESIGN

Come and experience the
stunning fashions and designs
of the interwar years at Villa
Alba. The period saw radical
changes in fashion worn by
women in Melbourne. This
wonderful display showcases
the way that local designers
responded to the exuberant
1920s and the Great Depression
of the 1930s — all viewed against
the beautiful backdrop of the
heritage listed Villa Alba
Museum.

Costumes and costume
accessories will be displayed
across the two levels of the
Museum, also featuring floral
installations and augmented by
multimedia presentations using
artificial intelligence to bring
alive the fashion trends of the
period.

Villa Alba’s elegant drawing
room, dining room, and
ballroom, will feature fashion
from the 1920s. Ascending the
stairs to the former bedrooms,
you'll experience 1930s fashion
and design, including a special

display using furnishings and
costumes from Georges of Collins
Street. The exhibition draws
together items from the nationally
significant costume collection of
the Kew Historical Society as well
as garments of the period loaned
from important private collections.

This will be a popular exhibition
and numbers for sessions are
limited, so please book early for
your preferred session. Midweek
tours can be pre-booked by
Community Organisations (10
people minimum). For community
tour details, please contact
events@villaalbamuseum.org.

VILLA ALBA MUSEUM

44 Walmer Street, Kew, 3101
25 April - 10 May

Saturdays & Sundays
10.30AM - 12PM, 1.00PM -
2.30PM

Individuals $20 general entry,
$25 for guided group tours.
Tickets can be purchased on
Eventbrite (see link on Villa Alba
website)

kewhistoricalsociety.org.au | villaalbamuseum.org

We look forward to welcoming you to all of our events. Please
check our website and Facebook page for details of each

meeting.

are being held in the Just Theatre in the same precinct on the

2nd Wednesday in the month.

AUSTRALIAN FEDERATION OF FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETIES (AFFHO)

CONGRESS 2027

Meetings commence at 8pm except in the three winter
months when we commence at 7.30pm.

The website link for the Congress is: -

The 18th Congress on Family History, with the theme
"Across the Tasman, Natural Allies and Strong Connections",

will be held in Wellington, New Zealand between 11th to
14th February 2027 at Rutherford House, Victoria
University of Wellington, hosted by the New Zealand SOCiety and it looks like being a fantastic Congress.

of Genealogists.

FHC News & Events No. 171, April 2026

https://affhocongress.or

Please bookmark this site and continually review updates as
they are added to the website. Planning is progressing well


https://yedyor.clicks.mlsend.com/tj/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjg2ODExOCxcImxcIjoxODE4ODIzNjkwNTgyNzcwNjEsXCJyXCI6MTgxODgyMzgwMTQ0ODcxMTM5fSIsInMiOiIyZmNhODg5ZDJkYjZhOTJjIn0

E-MAG SNIPPETS
From Ross McDonald

Some items of interest from recent electronic Journals. Access
the full issues by logging on to the FHC Members’ Area
https://www.familyhistory.asn.au/, go to Publications |
Society Magazines, then scroll down to see what is available.
Happy browsing.

VICTORIA
EAST GIPPSLAND FAMILY HISTORY GROUP

December 2025

Duffy Land Act Map, Victoria 1862

The Duffy Land Act map has been stored away at the PROV
for years with few ever seeing this artwork. Recently this has
been remedied with a major project undertaking the digitising
of the complete map.

Now, after years in storage, this remarkable piece of Victoria’s
history is ours to explore — download the full map in four
sections from https://prov.vic.gov.au/duffy-land-act-map.

The Bizarre History of the Baby Cage, 1934-1948
Sometimes the articles of history that you find can be so
baffling that the only way to explain them is to reprint
them (with acknowledgement) for others to read for them-
selves.

Vision and Realisation

Vision and Realisation, the mammoth tome published in
1973 contains the potted histories of every state school in
Victoria is available. Vol. 2 and 3 are online via the State
Library of Victoria website. These have been digitised and
are downloadable as complete pdf documents.

Vol 2: https://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/4327874

Vol 3: https://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/4327875

ENGLAND

BEDFORDSHIRE
BEDFORDSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY
December 2025

Publication List is available from our website:
bfhs.org.uk/publications. Publications include Bedfordshire
Parish Records, Marriage Licences, Non-Conformist Regis-
ters, Surname Index, Poor Law Paper Index, Journals, Luton
General Cemetery Grave Registers, and Wills.

Bedfordshire Funeral Directors’ Records

Paul Woodcraft reports that very soon a further 6000 names
will have been added to the Main Index on the Members’ Por-
tal. This brings the total to over 14,000. We are currently
working on NEVILLE Ltd ledger 1922 to 1925 and 1929 to
1931 and John SAUNDERS 1931 to 1936 and 1936 to 1941.

The Women’s Land Army During the Great War.
Helen Frost provided an article on the Women’s Land Ar-
my during WWi.
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This relatively small army of women were in the main, drawn
away from stable, well-paid suburban and city employment,
their university education, or made the decision to leave a
comfortable, sometimes sheltered background to work for the
first time in their lives. Recruitment was predominantly
aimed at middle to upper-middle class women; for whom
working on the land would almost certainly be a new
experience.

BERKSHIRE
BERKSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY
December 2025

Highlight on ...Chasing name changes.
This time we are looking at two places that are connected by
having castles in the past.

Brightwell and Sotwell are twin villages between Wallingford
and Didcot, lying in a hollow below the Wittenham Clumps.
Brightwell was formerly included in Sotwell. The villages were
brought together as Brightwell-cum-Sotwell, one civil parish,
in 1948, and in 1974 this joint civil parish was transferred
from Berkshire to Oxfordshire by boundary change legisla-
tion.

Hampstead Norreys was, in the Middle Ages, named
Hampstead Sifrewast after its Norman lord, changing to
Hampstead Norreys in 1450, when the village was acquired by
the Norreys family from Bray.

Hampstead Norreys also included the hamlets of Eling,
Bothampstead, Langley and World’s End. Other local place
names include Hollingsworth, St Abbs/Ebbs, Water St,
Mudgate, Wyld Court, Hatch Gate, Painters Coppice or Wood
End and Flood(s) Cross. World’s End, formerly Hampstead
Norreys, is now in Beedon.

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY
Winter 2025

Volunteering

Were you aware that volunteering is good for you? There are a
number of benefits for those who volunteer:

Health Benefits

Research shows that volunteering can help you sleep better, it
can help you feel happier, less stressed and it can help you
feel healthier. Research conducted by Dr Allan Luks conclud-
ed that those who volunteer regularly were ten times more
likely to be in good health than those who did not volunteer.
Dr Luks noted that volunteering reduces the body’s stress by
releasing endorphins, the brain’s natural painkillers. Older
people, in particular, who volunteer are known to be healthier
and to live longer.

...cont. on page 10


https://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/4327874
https://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/4327874
https://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/4327875
http://familyhistory.asn.au/

E-MAG SNIPPETS
From Ross McDonald

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE ...cont. from page 9

Social Benefits

Volunteering may expose you to a diverse group of people
who you may not otherwise meet, who have similar interests.
The greatest social benefit is, of course, making new friends.

Skill Benefits

Many volunteers utilise skills they have learnt in previous
roles, whereas others learn new skills while volunteering,
which may be especially relevant regarding family history.

Personal Benefits

Those who volunteer often find a sense of belonging; they find
that their confidence improves, and they find pleasure and a
sense of achievement in their work.

1851 Religious Census - Tony Sargeant - What is the
1851 Buckinghamshire Religious Census?

On Sunday 30th March 1851 two censuses took place. As
family historians, we are familiar with the standard 1851
census. The religious census is totally different and
designed to answer another set of questions. There were
actually three sets of questions for use by three separate
denominations, Anglican, Non-Conformist and Quakers.
In general, all three forms ask for information about
sittings in the church or chapel and whether they are free.
Also, attendances on the 3o0th March 1851 should be
supplied. The information supplied was going to be a
problem for the Anglican Church as incumbents realised a
proportion of the population were not attending the
established church.

How does this help family historians?

One of the problems for any family historian is wondering
what happened to that branch of the family who suddenly
appear at an Anglican Church. Or another branch who only
appear in recorded history at the start of civil registration
in 1837.
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CHESHIRE
FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY OF CHESHIRE
December 2025

International Bomber Command Centre

The IBCC Losses database is accessible free of charge on
the IBCC website at https://losses.internationalbce.co.uk/
The IBCC, in partnership with the University of Lincoln, is
also creating a digital archive of copies of documents,
photographs and interviews with former servicemen and
women, and civilians who have memories to share.

World War 2 Operational Record Books

Operational Record Books (ORBs) for RAF squadrons in
World War 2 are available to download free from the Na-
tional Archives website, after registration, which is also
free.

SCOTLAND

GLASGOW & WEST OF SCOTLAND FAMILY
HISTORY SOCIETY

October 2025

Finding placenames

Finding historic place names is now easier than ever. The new
National Library of Scotland 'Finding Placenames' guide can
help. This resource gathers together some of the main lists of
placenames or gazetteers on their maps website. These allow
you to search and locate names or written text on maps. It has
millions of searchable place names, each of which are linked
to a location on their historic maps. There is a 'search tips'
section to help you and a link to other useful online place-
name resources. Check it out at:
https://maps.nls.uk/guides/placenames

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission have developed
and launched a new app, For Evermore, which helps to bridge
the gap between physical and digital commemoration, putting
some of their most iconic cemeteries and memorials at your
fingertips. For more information see their website at:
https://www.cwgc.org/who-we-are/our-apps/
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Every family has a story —
write yours now!

2026 E.M. Fletcher
Writing Competition
The Award is named in honour of Society Fellow Eunice Fletcher

e 1500 to 2000 words on a family history
theme.

e Prizes of AUS$1,000 for best short story,
AUS500 for runner up, and a bonus AUS$100
prize for FHACT members.

e Open to individuals over 18 years.

e Entry fee of AUS20.00 for FHACT members
and AUS35.00 for non-members.

e No limit on the number of entries.

e Terms & Conditions and Entry Form available at familyhistoryact.org.au or by
email from writingcompetition@familyhistoryact.org.au

Competition closes 15th July 2026

2026 Judges
e Terry Fewtrell: A former public servant then consultant,
Terry is now active in Australian identity movements even Contact Details
writing a highly commended family history book on the Family History ACT
subject. He is also active in Catholic Church reform. 41 Templeton Street, Cook, ACT
e Barbara Broad: Barbara is a founding member of the E.M. PO Box 152, Jamison Centre ACT 2614

Fletcher Writing Competition Committee. Her enduring
interest in family history is reflected in her short stories,

Website: familyhistoryact.org.au

memoirs, and blog Cook Books and Memoaries. Telephone: +61 2 6251 7004

¢ Margaret Clough: Margaret, a long-time Canberran, has secretary@familyhistoryact.org.au
taught across sectors, published five books, travelled Writing Competition Committee
widely, supported refugees, volunteered for conservation, | writingcompetition@familyhistoryact.org.au

and earned E.M. Fletcher recognition.

y FAMILY
"HISTORY
ACT
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WANDERING THE WEB

With Marianne Redfern

Email:mazpaz72@hotmail.com

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.za — this is the National Archives and Records Service of South Africa. There is a lot of
reading here before you start your research. Happy hunting! Mentioned in the ‘Journal of the Glamorgan Family
History Society.

https://virtualtreasury.ie — the Record Treasury brings together information from over seventy different archives,
libraries, historical societies and other groups. The historical sources range in date from approximately 1200 to 1900 —
seven centuries of Irish history. There are 3 main types of information: Digital images, Detailed descriptions and Basic
descriptions. Mentioned in an old copy of ‘Family Tree’.

https://derbymuseums.org — Derby Museums is home to the world’s largest collection of works by Joseph Wright of
Derby. Their history also covers large aspects of the Industrial Revolution. Read on and search the different categories.
From the magazine ‘Practical Family History’.

https://ulsterhistoricalfoundation.com — this Foundation was founded in 1956. It has online transcriptions of records
from parish registers and civil registration for Counties Antrim and Down. Most records are members only, some are
‘Pay to view’ and some are ‘free to view’. From an old copy of ‘Practical Family History’ magazine.

https://www.findmypast.com.au/.../ParishBurials - burials in Berkshire, England, between 1536 and 1991. From the
‘Berkshire Family Historian’.

https://www.yorkfamilyhistory.org.uk — the aim of the York Family History Society — founded in 1975 — is to bring
together local people who share the same interests, and to provide a point of contact for those members not living in the
area, but have their roots within the modern Archdeaconry. You need to be a member — 20 pounds a year — to access their
files. Found in a copy of ’Ancestor’ the journal of the Genealogical Society of Victoria Inc.

https://www.bostonteapartyship.com/participants-in-the... — view the definitive list of Boston Tea Party Participants and
Eye Witnesses. To date, it is known that 168 people are documented to have participated. From the ‘American
Ancestors’ Journal.

https://www.anesfhs.org.uk — the Aberdeen & North East Scotland Family History Society was founded in 1978 and has
more than 23,000 members. It exists to assist and promote the study of genealogy and family history based on the North
East corner of Scotland. This covers the old counties of Aberdeenshire, Banffshire, Kincardineshire and Morayshire. The
Society also holds records for the whole of Scotland and a considerable amount of data on the rest of the UK, as well as
many places around the world where Scots can be found. From the Journal of the ‘Aberdeen & North-East Scotland
Family History Society.

https://guides.slv.vic.gov.au/migration/unassisted - search the index to unassisted inward passenger lists to Victoria
1852-1923 which are available on the Public Record Office Victoria website. From an old copy of ‘Library News’.
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FAMILY HISTORY & INTEREST GROUPS

Bendigo F.H.G: No meeting this month
Contact: bendigogen @familyhistoryconnections.org.au

DNA Interest Group: Meets 4th Tuesday of the month (ZOOM MEETINGS ONLY)
Next meeting: 28th April at7.30 - 9.30pm.

Convenor: Ann Mushet

N.B. You must have D.N.A. Results already before joining this group.

Early Victoria & Tasmania: Meets on 1st Saturday of each month

Next Meeting: 4th April at 10.00am

Venue: Blackburn RSL - 2 Diggers Way, Blackburn 3130. (No Zoom this month)
Contact: Bronwen Bennett: bronwen@usec.com.auMarch

Ireland: Meeting on the 2nd Wednesday via Zoom
Next Meeting: 8th April at 2.00pm
Editor: Vicki Box: victoriabox3g9@gmail.com

London & Home Counties: Meets on 2" Tuesday of each month

Next Meeting: 7th April at 1.30pm
Venue: F.H.C. Resource Centre & Zoom.

Scotland: Meets on 2nd Thursday via Zoom
Next meeting: gth April at 7.30pm.
Contact: Merrin: guesteve@optusnet.com.au

South West England: Meets on 2md Friday of each Month
Next meeting: 10th April at 1.30pm. Doors open 12.30pm (Bring Lunch)
Venue: F.H.C. Resource Centre and Zoom.

Contact: Jillian Davies: jilliandavies52@optusnet.com.au

DISCUSSION GROUP

Northern Counties
Meets on 374 Friday of each month

Next Meeting: 17th April at 2.00pm.
Venue: F.H.C. Resource Centre.

Contact for Interest Groups (unless stated):
info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Apr 3 F.H.C. Resource Centre closed. Good Friday (see p. 1)

Apr4 F.H.C. Resource Centre closed. Easter Saturday (see p. 1)

Apr4 10.00am Early Victoria and Tasmania Interest Group - Meeting - Blackburn R.S.L., 2 Diggers Way,
Blackburn. (No Zoom this month)

Apr 6 F.H.C. Resource Centre closed. Easter Monday (see p. 1)

Apr7 1.30pm London & Home Counties Interest Group - Meeting - F.H.C. Resource Centre & Zoom.

Apr8 2.00pm Ireland Interest Group - Meeting - Zoom Only

Aprg9 7.30pm Scotland Interest Group - Meeting - Zoom Only

Apr 10 1.30pm South West England Interest Group - F.H.C. Resource Centre & Zoom. (Doors open at 12.30pm.
Bring Lunch.)

Apr 11 10.00am Tour of F.H.C. Resource Centre. (see p. 5)

Apr 15 7.30pm Wednesday Webinar Zoom Talk (see p. 1)

“La Trobe’s First Immigrants: the Voyage of the ‘David Clark””.
Speaker: Irene Kearsey

Apr17 2.00pm Northern Counties Discussion Group - Meeting - F.H.C. Resource Centre.
Apr 24 10.00am Friday Zoom Class (see p. 5)
“Memories: Remember - Record”
Apr 25 F.H.C. Resource Centre closed. ANZAC Day (see p. 1)
Apr 26 1.00pm Free Starting Out Class - Session 1 - F.H.C. Resource Centre. (seep. 5)
Apr 28 7.30pm DNA Interest Group - Meeting - Zoom Only
May 3 1.00pm Free Starting Out Class - Session 2 - F.H.C. Resource Centre. (see p.5)

Bendigo Family History Group - Meeting - Bendigo Goldfields Library, Ground Floor,
255 Hargreaves St., Bendigo. No meeting this month.

Articles for the next Newsletter may be emailed to:

cherylaigs@y7mail.com by 23rd April 2026
PLEASE NOTE: To provide advance notice of events so people can plan their time, the Newsletter is

distributed before the month commences. To make sure your article is included, please submit it in the month prior to the
event.

Regards
Cheryl - Editor.
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connections

...tracing ancestors in Australia and beyond

Address: 1/41 Railway Ave., Blackburn Vic. 3130
Address: PO Box 2010, Forest Hill, 3131
Email: info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au

Telephone: 9877 3789
Website: www.familyhistoryconnections.org.au

Resource Centre Hours:
Mon, Tues, Wed, Sat. : 10am—4pm.

Closed Public Holidays & Christmas to New Year.

MyAncestry
Family Tree Online

Durham Records Online

[~ )
{@’ heGenealogist.co.ul |

Dlancestrycomau  findmypast .

EMERAID ANCESTORS

O MyHeritage ",

LIBRARY EDITION im

oy Biographical T

Database of Australia (BDA)

online

President:
Gail White

Vice Presidents:
Bronwen Bennett and Susan Hurley

Treasurer:
Gregor Mason

Secretary:
Carolann Thomson

Councillors:

Bronwen Bennett: Interest Groups
Coordinator

Mary Cleary - Events Coordinator &
Property & Maintenance Manager
Darralyn Cusack: Membership Secretary
Wendy Eldridge: Volunteers Coordinator
Gary Fitzgerald: Network Administrator
Susan Hurley - Social Media

Gail White - Records Manager

Non-Council Positions:

Cheryl Heazlewood - News & Events Editor
Linda Farrell - Website

Pauline Turville - VAFHO Representative

Subscription Databases available free for Members in the Library

If you do not wish to receive this Newsletter please email info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
requesting your name be deleted from the distribution list.

If you change your email address please send an email to info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au

Information contained in this document is believed by Family History connections (FHC) to be accurate at the time of
publication. While every care has been taken in its preparation, professional advice should be sought when necessary.
FHC cannot be held liable for any errors or omissions in this publication or for damage arising from its supply,
performance or use, and makes no warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied in relation to this publication.
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