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NEWS & EVENTS  

    Family History Connections is a registered  business name of the Australian Institute of Genealogical Studies. 

FHC Wednesday Webinars 

Zoom talk on Wednesday 19th August 2026 

Time: 7.30pm. 

Richard Ridge - Unwrapping a Surprise Package 

Presented by Louise Wilson, Don Grant Award winning author 

 

Initially I lacked any burning drive to write about Richard Ridge. He was a 
son-in-law of my First Fleet forebear Robert Forrester, and I waited in vain 
for one of the numerous Ridge descendants to research Richard’s life before            
I gave up and took on the task. The long journey towards signing the entry 
form for the Don Grant Award proved unexpectedly fulfilling.  

Richard was far from ordinary as a Third Fleeter, and I unwrapped a                               
package full of surprises when I began to delve into his life.  This talk will take 
you briefly through that journey, revealing his newly-proved origins, his    

protector traits and the various ramifications of his role as bailiff in support of               
Governor Bligh. The talk will also mention the need for careful interpretation of the range 
of NSW sources used to uncover Richard’s story. 

 

Louise Wilson has written nine family histories and biographies, and four other 
books. Her latest book, Richard Ridge: Convict, Trader and Bailiff in Early           
Colonial NSW’ recently won the 2026 Don Grant Award. The judges described 
the Ridge book as ‘the model of how a biography of an ancestor should be             
written.’ Two earlier books have also focused on early convict settlers of                             
Australia: ‘Southwark Luck’ won the Alexander Henderson Award in 2012 and 
‘Sentenced to Debt’ won the Don Grant Award in 2020. Her book about                       

Sydney’s first professional scientific botanical illustrator, ‘Margaret Flockton:  A Fragrant 
Memory’ won the Don Grant Award in 2016. For details of all her books, 
see:  www.louisewilson.com.au   

 
 FHC members: Free - no need to register.                                                                                                                           
The Zoom link will be emailed a few days prior to the webinar. 

 
Non-members: Cost $10.00.                                                                                                                       
Register by either: 

 
Online payment -  https://www.familyhistory.asn.au/layout.php?p=116  

OR  Scan the QR Code (opposite)                                                                                                                                        
with your Mobile Phone 

The Link will be sent when payment is received 

 

CELEBRATE AUGUST - FAMILY HISTORY MONTH! 

http://www.louisewilson.com.au/
https://www.familyhistory.asn.au/layout.php?p=116
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 Did you know that August is Family History Month? 

Were you aware that our FHC Collection includes 2,052 individual family histories? 

 

                          Combine this with the fact that a significant number of our members were referred to Family History                   
            Connections by a friend or family member, you can see where I am heading . . .To celebrate Family               
             History Month, we will be encouraging you to spread the word.  
 
                           During August, any non member will be welcome to visit our Resource Centre and browse the                                              
             collection of books we hold on individual family histories. Thanks to our wonderful cataloguers,                                            
             there are entries in the catalogue not just for the primary family but also other                                          
             associated families in each book. A true treasure trove!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
If your neighbour’s last name is McLean and you know their family come from the greater Warrnambool area, invite them 
to visit. Is their name Morgan and they come from the Wide Bay area of Queensland?  You may help them discover their 
roots. 
 
We are all aware that voluntary organisations are facing declining membership and we are no exception. Look no further 
than your family, friends or members of organisations to which you belong and invite them along. They can only say No. 
Help us to grow Family History Connections one friend/member at a time, beginning with our Family History Month                                         
celebration of each family’s story. 
 
You may also notice some subtle changes in our monthly Newsletter over coming months. While it has always been              
incredibly informative, I would like to encourage members to share their discoveries and items of interest. You never know 
with whom it may be a vehicle for connecting you to other members from your wider family or geographical area. 
If you have a photo, a piece of memorabilia or simply a story you would like to share, send it through to Cheryl at 
cherylaigs@y7mail.com.   We would ask that you limit it to no more than 500 words. Should you feel compelled to write 
more, consider submitting it as an article for The Genealogist. In this Newsletter on page 5, I have included a photo of my 
great grandfather outside the Purnim General Store in around 1906/7 to provide a taste of what we are looking for. 
Put your thinking caps on and help us grow and active and supportive membership base.  
 
Our Council members have been busy during July, with five of us attending the AEHS (Association of Eastern Historical             
Societies) Conference on Sunday 18th July at the Yarra Ranges Civic Centre. The Conference theme was Local History: 
thinking outside the archival box.  We attended as both delegates and trade exhibitors and believe we all came away 
having learnt things of value as well as having made important connections. 
 
The following Sunday, FHC hosted our High Tea at the Blackburn RSL. What a great afternoon, due in no small feat to the   
efforts of Robyn O’Brien, Mary Cleary, Darralyn, Cusack, Susan Hurley, Carolann Thomson and Phyllis Dadley-Moore 
who helped us with the catering.           

Bronwen Bennett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L - R   

Robyn O’Brien,                           

Pat Trubiano,                

Mary Cleary,                                       

Darralyn Cusack &                         

Carolann  Thomson 

mailto:cherylaigs@y7mail.com
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F.H.C. CELEBRATES HIGH TEA 

Just over 30 keen attendees came together on Sunday 26th 
July for an early celebration, focusing on the launch of             
Family History Month (begins on 1st August) picking up on 
the 2026 theme of Ancestors – Mundane to Magnificent.   
 
The afternoon provided a lot of interest, including a craft 
stall, a raffle, three ‘activities’ and an amazing spread. 
Upon entry, everyone received a list of statements and in 
getting to know each other, they had to find a person               
present who had an ancestor who fought in World War I, 
someone whose ancestor . . .  a ‘getting to know you’ was the 
result. 
 
While this occurred, hot and cold food was provided,                
accompanied by tea or coffee in true English cups, saucers 

and plates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The craft stall, overseen by Susan Hurley, proved a winner, 
with the early purchase of a knitted Bluey setting the trend.  

We saw a whole new side to Darralyn and Robyn as they ran 
the two quizzes, with both activities looking at the mundane 
or magnificent occupations our ancestors may have             
undertaken. We now all know what a ‘Sin Easter” and a 
‘Pure Finder’ did, as well as trying to link images of trades 
with an actual occupation.  A lot of laughs ensued, as some 
of the terminology could have a very different meaning            
today. 

A huge thank you to the team 
that made this very successful 
High Tea happen . . .               
Mary Cleary, Darralyn Cusack, 
Susan Hurley, Robyn O’Brien 
and Carolann Thomson, with 
special appearances by              
Phyllis Dadley-Moore,                  
Pat Trubiano and Coral Powell. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY HISTORY AND MENTAL HEALTH 
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FRIDAY ZOOM CLASSES 

 

RESEARCH AND LOOK UP SERVICES 

T 
here are four services available: 

1.  Research (m inim um  of tw o hours);                                              
2.  Look Ups (see form  via W ebsite for                 
details);                                                                                         

 3. One on One Assistance in the Resource              
      Centre (m axim um  tw o hours) and                                                                                                      
 4. Data Entry (Applicants m ust provide   
      Editor’s rights to Researcher)                                                                                                            

Full details and rates are available on the FHC                 
Website or on the forms in the Resource Centre 

Special Offer for Regional, Interstate &                               
International Members.                                                                                                  

As many members are unable to visit FHC Resource          
Centre to access the records, a special research offer is 
available.                           

Each financial regional member is entitled to two hours of 

free research each calendar year.  

Any other research above this would be chargeable.   

Please note:  Your request must be submitted            
prior to 31st October each year. 

(A Regional Member is defined as one who lives more than 
100km from the Resource Centre). 

Enquiries: E-mail:                                                                                      
research@familyhistoryconnections.org.au  

or by mail to: 

Research Coordinator, Family History                        
Connections,  P.O. Box 2010, Forest Hill  Victoria.  
3131  

TOUR OF F.H.C. RESOURCE CENTRE 

Tours of F.H.C. Resource Centre are available on the 2nd 

Saturday of the month.   

They help new members to familiarise themselves with all 

the resources we have available.  

This month’s tour is on:                                                                       

Saturday 8 August at 10.00am. 

FREE STARTING OUT CLASSES - 2026 

Starting Out Classes are provided free for new Members to help them start their family history journey.  They will be held in 

the Meeting Room of the F.H.C. Resource Centre from 1:00pm to 3:00pm on the dates below.  Please arrive by 12.50pm. 

  
     
 30 August  Class 1 - Australia   6 September  Class 2 - Britain 
 27 September  Class 1 - Australia  4 October  Class 2 - Britain 
 25 October  Class 1 - Australia   1 November  Class 2 - Britain 
 29 November Class 1 - Australia  6 December Class 2 - Britain 
 
 Bookings essential:  Phone  9877 3789   Email: info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au 

Last and first Sunday of each month 

On the 4th Friday of the month at 10.00am 

FHC Zoom Administrator is inviting you to a            

scheduled Zoom meeting. 

The next meeting is on:                                        

Friday 28 August.   

Topic:  FamilySearch                                                
Learn how to navigate this useful website. 

Join Meeting:  https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87047954140 

If you miss the talk on Friday, a video recording will be 

made available soon after in the Members’ Area. 

mailto:research@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
mailto:info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87047954140
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Do You Have an Interesting Story, Photo or Belonging of an Ancestor? 

We would like to engage members in sharing photos of your 
ancestors (or their belongings) that are significant to you in 
future newsletters. This will hopefully help members to 
make connections and to share a small part of their family’s 
story. 
 
To get the ball rolling, this is a 1906 photo of the Purnim 
General Store, which was on the Warrnambool-Mortlake 
Road. My great grandfather, Don Hall, is holding the hands 
of his two daughters. Myra is on the left and Dorothy (my 
grandmother) is on the right. Don was very active in the 
Purnim community and was on the Committee that              
established the Purnim Mechanics’ Institute. Nanna used to 
steal lollies from the shop to bribe her classmates to let her 
ride their horses, as she was not allowed a horse of her own. 
Don ran the store until around 1912, when the family moved 
to Melbourne and his brother, Archie, took over. 
  
I visited in 1985 and the tree and weatherboard siding were 
still there but the front was now cream brick. Sadly, it is 
now a private residence and even the tree has gone. 
  
Bronwen Bennett (Member 14871) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 If you have a photo or story you would like to share, 
 please forward it to Cheryl Heazlewood at: 
   
  cherylaigs@y7mail.com 
 
 Please sign the explanatory/descriptive paragraph 
 with your name and member number, so anyone 
 who would like to connect can do so by contacting 
 the FHC Office and Pat or Coral will facilitate     
 putting you both in touch. 
 

mailto:cherylaigs@y7mail.com


 

FHC News & Events No. 175,  August 2026        6  

Next time you use the BNA in the Resource Centre (or you 
may have a private subscription, you will notice that there 
have been changes to the website. This has been written                    
before the change with information on their blog post dated 
14th July. 
 
The British Newspaper Archive will officially move to its new 
site on Tuesday 28 July 2026. This marks a major                
milestone in the evolution of the archive, designed to make 
discovering, saving, and developing your newspaper research 
easier, faster, and more flexible than ever before. 
 
On 28 July, the current British Newspaper Archive site will 
transition to the new experience. From that day:  

 

 Visiting the British Newspaper Archive will take you to 
the new site  

 Existing links and bookmarks will automatically redirect  
Your saved searches and bookmarks will be migrated across 
(this may take up to 24 hours for some users) 
There will be no interruption to access, just a clearer, more 
powerful way to explore the archive. There will be: 

 Step-by-step guides to key features  

 FAQs covering common questions  

 Clear explanations of what’s changed and why  
 
Help content designed for both new and long-standing users  
Support will be easy to find, and we’ll continue adding                
guidance based on your feedback. 

SCOTLANDS PEOPLE 

This announcement was made on 13th July. Have you ever 
heard of fees becoming lower after a review?? Perhaps now 
is a good time to start ordering those records you have put 
off for another day. 

A consultation on proposed changes to fees for some                 
services delivered by National Records of Scotland (NRS) 
has been launched today.  

The proposed fee changes cover a range of statutory services 
including searching Scotland's People records 
online and in-person at the Scotland's People Centre,           

ordering certificate extracts, marriage and civil partnership 
notice and ceremony fees.  

The consultation seeks views on the proposed revised fees; 
on the principle of full cost recovery, on linking future fee 
updates to inflation and a number of non-fee amendments 
to modernise the Regulations.  

The consultation closes on 4 October 2026. 

FAMILYSEARCH 
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New records added recently: 
 
Billingham St. Cuthbert in Stockton district: 

 525 baptisms covering 1754-1797 

 421 marriages covering 1754-1812 

 70 "banns called but not married here" from 1754-1816. 

 1,026 burials covering 1754-1797 

 333 baptisms from the Chapelry of Wolviston & Newton 
Bewley covering 1725-1770. This was an ancient 
chapelry in the parish of Billingham, which later                     
became the separate parish of Wolviston St. Peter. 

 
Redmarshall St. Cuthbert in the district of                     
Stockton: 

 1,349 baptisms covering 1600-1769 

 470 marriages covering 1600-1812 

 30 "banns called but not married here" covering 1754-
1812 

 934 burials covering 1601-1770 
 
Stella Sts. Mary & Thomas Aquinas Roman Catholic 
church in Gateshead district:                                                                        
 
Covering 1840-1855. This church, being just west of                    
Gateshead and Newcastle, served Catholic families on both 
sides of the River Tyne.  

 508 baptisms 
 
 

Croxdale St. Bartholomew in Durham district: 

 339 baptisms covering 1696-1786. We now have                           
baptisms at this church from 1696 to 1831. 

 78 marriages & "banns called but not married here" 
covering 1732-1786. Now have marriages at this church 
from 1732 (the first marriage register) to 1851. 

 
Hexham St Anne dissenter christenings 1712-1716: 
 
At the end of the Hexham St. Anne register that covers             
1709-1737, there is a page with this extremely long heading:      
"A Method for the better collecting ch[risten]ing fees of  
Dissenters, or a List of such women both in the Town and 
Shire, made at Lady day 1712, design'd to be marked in the 
foll[owing] columns or years, as they shall have children, 
with some of the letters of the month, & crossed when they 
had pay the said fees".  
 
Since this record is focused on fee collection from the               
parents, it does not name the children in the 61 entries on 
this page. It shows only the parents and months and years 
of birth of the unnamed children. 
 
Ancroft St. Anne in the Berwick district of                           
Northumberland:  

 78 marriages acovering 1813 to the middle of 1837            
before civil registration came into effect. 

 
Sunderland Holy Trinity: 
 
Added 1,125 witnesses and the marriage method (banns or 
licence) to 520 marriages in 1820, 1831, and 1832. 

P.M.I LIBRARY EVENTS FOR F.H.C. MEMBERS 

Overall event link:                                                                        
https://brushfire.com/pmivictorianhistorylibrary 

 
The Light on the Hill 
Ross McMullin’s absorbing, action-packed, 
warts-and-all centenary history of the 
ALP, The Light on the Hill (1991), was widely 
acclaimed.  
 
Separate reviewers hailed it as “absolutely                      
brilliant”, “a gripping read”, “first-class                          

writing”, “a marvellous book”, “outstanding”, and “like an 
accomplished novel”. The research is prodigious, and the par-
ty’s story is told through the people in it.  The history — now 
revised and updated in a new edition — is  vivid, captivating 
and powerful. 
 
When: 11 Aug @ 6.30pm 
Where: PMI Victorian History Library 
Bookings:  
https://brushfire.com/pmivictorianhistorylibrary/
LaborHistory/630038 
 

 
               Movies at the Mechanics' Institute 

In the early years of cinema, the Mechanics'                    
Institute played a surprising role in bringing                     
movies to life. Travelling showmen used these halls 
to share the wonder of film with small towns and 
growing suburbs across Victoria. 
 
Join Royce Harris, Archivist and President of the 
Cinema and Theatre  Historical Society, as he             

uncovers how these early screenings grew into regular film 
events that entertained communities and supported the                  
Institutes financially. 
 

The talk includes rare and fascinating images from the 
CATHS archive, showing the many venues that once hosted 
picture shows, some of which are still standing today. 
 

When: 20 Aug @ 6.30pm 
Where: PMI Victorian History Library 
Bookings: https://brushfire.com/pmivictorianhistorylibrary/
MoviesMech/627618 

https://brushfire.com/pmivictorianhistorylibrary
https://brushfire.com/pmivictorianhistorylibrary/LaborHistory/630038?utm_source=sisterorg
https://brushfire.com/pmivictorianhistorylibrary/LaborHistory/630038?utm_source=sisterorg
https://brushfire.com/pmivictorianhistorylibrary/MoviesMech/627618?utm_source=sisterorg
https://brushfire.com/pmivictorianhistorylibrary/MoviesMech/627618?utm_source=sisterorg
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BENEVOLENT ASYLUM REGISTRATION DIGITISATION 

Thanks to VAFHO (Victorian Association of Family History Organisations) for the following information. 

The State Library have advised that the Melbourne                              
Benevolent Asylum Registers have been digitised and can be 
viewed via this link, and their website provides the              
following information: 
 
https://findingaids.slv.vic.gov.au/repositories/3/
resources/515/digital_only 
 
The following volumes have been digitised (14 in total will be 
digitised over the next year): 
 
• Index to the general register of male and female              
applicants and inmates, 1852 June- 1884 December 

 
• Register of female and male applicants and inmates. 
Volume I, 1852 June-1884 December 

 
The Melbourne Benevolent Asylum opened in 1851 and was 
one of the first major welfare institutions in Melbourne.            
Information in the records vary, but in the early years they 
usually include the name of the resident, occupation, birth 
place, age, parents' names (not always included), marital 
status, number of children, year arrived in the colony,           
religion, grounds for application, by whom recommended, 
date of admission, period from which admitted, discharge 
date and cause, date of death (if they died in the asylum) and 
additional remarks on their residency (not always included). 
 
 
 
 

Note: that the index mentioned above is not really an index 
as such. Surnames are grouped under the first letter only 
and are in chronological order as people were admitted to 
the asylum. Therefore some of the resources below may be 
helpful. Personally, I found the registers very difficult to 
search and locate a person easily. 
 
Additional information on the Melbourne                              
Benevolent Asylum available in the FHC Resource 
Centre: 
 
Melbourne Benevolent Asylum register: 1851-858.             
MICROFICHE VICTORIA 
 
Place of love: Kingston Centre - a living history. Forster, 
Sandy. VICTORIA 362.5 FOR  
[formerly the Melbourne Benevolent Society] 
 
Melbourne Benevolent Asylum: Hotham's premier building. 
Kehoe, Mary. VICTORIA 362.5 KEH 
Melbourne Benevolent Asylum, haven of rest: a register of 
patients from the Melbourne Benevolent Asylum, Chelten-
ham, who lie buried at the Cheltenham Pioneer Cemetery, 
Melbourne, Victoria. Sellers, Travis M. VICTORIA 362.5 SEL 
 
Deaths at the Alfred Hospital and the Melbourne Benevolent 
Asylum: Part 1, January 1872 to December 1877. Part 2,             
January 1878 to December 1879. Foenander, Terry.                
VICTORIA 929.31 FOE 
 
Gail White 

VAFHO - BATTLING ON SEMINAR 

VAFHO’s recent “Battling On” Seminar was held on 11th 
April.  The talks on the day were excellent and VAFHO     
decided to make these available for those unable to attend.  
 
The cost to view is $15.00. 
Here is the link for TryBooking  -                                   
https://www.trybooking.com/DGGVP 
  
GUEST SPEAKERS: 
 
Lt Col Neil Smith AM Retd - Making the most of 
your Ancestors Military History 
Neil, through his business Mostly Unsung, specialises in 
genealogical and service aspects of former Australian and 
British Defence personnel. 
 

Dr Tanja Luckins - Women and ANZAC Day 1916 
Tanja is a historian in the Dept. of Archaeology and                       
History, La Trobe University. 
 
Dr J Allan Mawdsley OAM - A formidable Man: 
John Springthorpe 
Allan is a retired child psychiatrist. He has been a member 
of St John Ambulance for more than 60 years and is       
curator of their museum and immediate past president of 

St John Ambulance Historical Society of Australia. 
.  

https://findingaids.slv.vic.gov.au/repositories/3/resources/515/digital_only
https://findingaids.slv.vic.gov.au/repositories/3/resources/515/digital_only
https://www.trybooking.com/DGGVP


 

FHC News & Events No. 175,  August 2026        9 

E-MAG SNIPPETS                                                                                                                 

From Ross McDonald 

Some items of interest from recent electronic Journals.                   
Access the full issues by logging on to the FHC Home Page 
https://www.familyhistory.asn.au/, go to Publications |             
Society Magazines, then scroll down to see what is available. 
There are many more than listed below, so it is worth a search 
to see more items of interest. Happy browsing. 

VICTORIA                                                                                                   
CORNISH ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA 

May 2026                                                                                                          
The February meeting, held on Zoom, saw presentations on 
the Cornish Villages of Sancreed (Penny McGuire-White), 
Warleggan (Robyn Coates) Sennen (Marjory Barrett) and St 
Teath (David Reid). 

Sir Walter Raleigh and His Visit To Falmouth Circa 
1598                                                                                                                               
Sir Walter Raleigh visited Falmouth in about 1598 and played 
a crucial role in its development by recommending the site of 
present-day Falmouth, then known as Smethwick, for a port.  

Eden Project has brought Cornwall £5.7 billion and 
20 million visitors in 25 years.                                                           
The Eden Project is celebrating 25 years this year. The                        
educational and environmental charity published an Impact 
Report to show what Eden has meant for Cornwall and its 
economy. 

MALDON MUSEUM                                                                               
June 2026 

Maldon Museum Repairs                                                                                                     
In March this year, Mount Alexander Shire Council notified 
MM&AA that it required the immediate closure to all persons 
of the former Market Hall building which MM&AA leases 
from Council. Council has not been able to advise a timeframe 
for the permit and remedial action on the building, but we 
expect it will take many more months. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN GENEALOGY & HERALDRY 
SOCIETY                                                                                                    
February 2026 

An interesting article by Helen Stagg on her HINTZ/HINZE 
family from Mecklenburg-Schwerin. 

The HINTZ family story is one of twists and turns, of court 
battles, broken marriages, lost children, and premature 
deaths. But it is also a story of endurance, of building and  
rebuilding, and of adapting to the circumstances that life 
threw their way. 

QUEENSLAND FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY                              
May 2026 

WRITING & SELF PUBLISHING A FAMILY HISTORY 
BOOK By Michael Jones                                                                                                                  
Having recently completed two family history books, this               
article summarises my learnings from the process. Initially, I 
was only intending on publishing the books in PDF format 
but due to demand from relatives they were both printed as 
softcover books.  

It should be noted that the books were written primarily for 
family and relatives and not for a wider audience. 

AUSTRALIAN MAPS FOR FAMILY HISTORIANS              
Discover land and property history with the National Library 
of Australia’s extensive map collection and enrich your family 
history research with unique geographical records. This site 
covers Pastoral or squatting maps; Parish, Town and Country 
maps; and Real estate or sales plans.  

Search https://www.library.gov.au/research/research-guides
-0/australian-maps-family-historians 

ENGLAND                                                                                                                      
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY                      
SOCIETY February 2026 

Report on Mending Bodies, Saving Souls by Ian Waller                                   
Ian spoke about Victorian Medicine, and highlighted that 
there was huge population growth, leading to unhealthy 
working and living conditions so personal hygiene was often 
poor. At the same time, there were many medical advances, 
new medicines and medical schools. 

Hospital Records and Hidden Lives by                                           
Helen Parker-Drabble  

What medical archives can reveal about disability in 
your Family Tree                                                                                    
When researching our family histories, we rarely focus on 
medical records, particularly those held in hospital archives, 
but these can show us extraordinary stories of resilience and 
reveal aspects of our ancestors’ lives that census returns and 
parish registers cannot capture. 

SOMERSET                                                                                                             
WESTON-SUPER-MARE & DISTRICT FAMILY                    
HISTORY SOCIETY                                                                                                          
July 2026 

Peter’s Posers by Peter de Dulin                                                                                                                              
Can you identify what the following people did?  

 An alley dasher (choose one): A) A factory worker who 
swept up between the machines B) A messenger who ran                                 
errands through narrow streets C) A night watchman who 
patrolled alleyways D) A street vendor who sold food in 
back lanes  

 A bantling (choose one): A) A young child B) A small bun-
dle of cloth C) A farm animal bred for meat D) A narrow 
wooden bat used in games  

 A cafener, or a cavener (choose one): A) A carpenter B) A   
candle maker C) A coffeehouse keeper D) A leather tanner  

 A dissecting manager (choose one): A) An accountant B) 
A hospital porter C) A butcher’s foreman D) A museum  
curator  

       Answers, and more posers in the journal. 

 

...cont. on page 10 

https://www.library.gov.au/research/research-guides-0/australian-maps-family-historians
https://www.library.gov.au/research/research-guides-0/australian-maps-family-historians
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E-MAG SNIPPETS                                                                                                                 

From Ross McDonald   

...cont. from page 9 

WARWICKSHIRE                                                                                       
BIRMINGHAM & MIDLAND SOCIETY FOR                                 
GENEALOGY AND HERALDRY                                                              
June 2026 

A Tale of Eight Sisters by Stephanie Morton                                     
This article presents an interesting and unusual tale about 
eight sisters, together with thoughts on why they chose the 
life they did. 

IRELAND                                                                                                                                                         
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF IRELAND                                    
2025 

Bring up the Bodies: Genealogy and Archaeology at 
St. James’s Church, Dublin by Fiona Fitzsimons and 
Helen Moss                                                                                                                     
Genealogy can be a mixed bag: the work can sometimes be 
frustrating when the sources run out, but it’s rarely ever dull. 
Let me tell you about one of my favourite projects - the one 
that always comes to mind when people ask, “So what do    
genealogists actually do?”  

In 2015, we were asked to assist with a unique challenge:       
tracing living descendants of a man buried in the historic 
graveyard behind St. James’s Church, Dublin. The research 
was required to support an application for exhumation,               
clearing the way for redevelopment of the site. 

Grand Jury Records as a Source for Irish Family  
History by James G. Ryan                                                                                
The relative shortage of Irish sources means that every record 
that links a person to a place is potentially useful for family 
history research. One such limited but useful source is the 
records of Grand Juries. These were established in each        
county in mediaeval times to advise on ‘matters concerning 
the tranquility of the King’s peace’ but gradually became          
concerned with other local administrative matters. Each had 
twenty-three members, all of whom were major local                             
landowners chosen by the County Sheriff. The composition of 
Grand Juries changed over the decades, as did their power 
and responsibilities. 

IRISH FAMILY HISTORY CENTRE                                               
Winter 2026 

Taylor Swift’s Irish origins. A long and detailed               
article.                                                                                                              
Taylor Swift’s Irish-born x3 great grandparents on her              
paternal line were Susan Davis (c. 1817-1887) and Francis 
Gwynn (c. 1813-1886). In Summer 1836, Susan and Francis 
met on board the ship Amy, bound for the Port of                                    
Philadelphia. 

SCOTLAND                                                                                         
SCOTTISH GENEALOGY SOCIETY                                             
June 2026 

June’s Puzzle from the Editor                                                                    
Before the Council merger in 1920, there used to be a bar 
which straddled the boundary between Leith and Edinburgh. 
Each end was licensed by the respective Councils, which had 
different opening hours. Customers would move to the other 

end when “their end” of the bar closed. 

Is AI A Useful Aid For Genealogists?                                                                         
An example of a not so successful AI assist. 

Vital Registration (2nd Edition, Pub 1907) by G T  
Bisset-Smith, H M Registration Examiner                             
Adapted here from his writings, augmented ad lib 

For Scottish genealogists, the 7th August 1854 is a very                       
important date. That marks when the Registration of Births, 
Deaths and Marriages (Scotland) Act was passed into law. 

Among its provisions, Section XVIII states that:                                         
“All existing Parochial Registers, Minutes, and Documents of 
every Description relating to the Registration of Births, 
Deaths and Marriages which shall have been kept in every 
Parish prior to the First Day of January One thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-five shall, .. be transmitted .. for                        
Preservation in the General Registry Office at Edinburgh..” 

The article goes on to discuss the history of genealogical                        
records, as far back as Psalm 87, verse 6. 

TAY VALLEY FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY                                
June 2026 

John Craik, Part 1: The Poems, by John Hardy                  
John Craik published two volumes of poems in English. His 
‘Songs and Poems’ of 1792 includes a list of 906 Subscribers, 
and is dedicated to John, Lord Viscount Arbuthnott (7th          
Viscount). ‘Loyal Poems and Songs’ was published in 1802 
and is dedicated to Major Duff of Fetteresso (Robert William 
Duff 1767-1834). 

‘An Acrostic on Mr JAMES CRAIK, Balglassie’. 

I n Loftier strains could I declare, 

A youth of character so fair; 

M ild, gentle, noble in his way 

E ver strict justice does display, 

S o what I write a number say 

C alm, of a chearful sober mind, 

R evere all should this youth so kind, 

A h, lovely youth, how happy she, 

I f once assur’d, possest of thee; 

K ind youth I with sweet unity. 

WALES                                                                                                             
GLAMORGANSHIRE                                                                               
GLAMORGAN FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY                             
June 2026 

The front cover photograph was donated by Melbourne                  
resident Claudio Tine, and shows the active Church’s central 
position as a Victorian building standing amongst the                    
skyscrapers of modern Melbourne. 

...cont. on page 11 
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E-MAG SNIPPETS                                                                                                                 

From Ross McDonald   

...cont. from page 10 

WALES cont. 

WELSH STEAM COAL by Terry Leyshon                         
Welsh Steam Coal was the product that made Cardiff famous. 
In the early days of steam, Admiralty trials took suitable  
Royal Navy warships and installed a steam power pack with a 
removable propellor on them1. Sails remained the principal 
means of movement because the vessels could not carry              
sufficient coal to cruise a lengthy voyage, so steam was used 
as an auxiliary means for windless days and battle                                
manoeuvrability. 

A JOURNEY FROM YNYSMEUDWY TO SYDNEY 
Part 2 by Enid Lewis                                                                                              
In part 1 of this account of the Bevan family’s journey to         
Australia I wrote of their sadness at leaving their home near 
Ystalyfera to live in Sydney. The accounts were made, in  
English and Welsh, from contemporary newspaper reports 
and from the diaries kept by the emigrants. Here is more of 
their journey, with some of the entries in both languages: 

"JOURNEY FROM YNYSMEUDWY, CWMTAWE TO                     
SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES, AUSTRALIA."                                        
Sydney, New South Wales. July 29th, 1884. 

Cost: Normal                                 

Chinese Museum                          

entry. 

Payable on the day of 

event at the Museum              

venue. 

 

Adult $17.00,                                                                

Concession/Children 5 

years and over $14.00 

 

*Entry provides access to 

the event including all               

Museum exhibits/

galleries.  
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  WANDERING THE WEB 

  With Marianne Redfern 

  Email:mazpaz72@hotmail.com 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_Thistle - the Most Ancient and Most Noble Order of the Thistle is an order of 
chivalry associated with Scotland. The current version of the Order was founded in 1687 by King James VII of Scotland, who 
asserted that he was reviving an earlier order. From a quiz show. 

https://www.historymonash.org.au/pioneer-cemetery - the former Oakleigh General Cemetery, now known as Oakleigh                       
Pioneer Memorial Park, is located in the heart of a residential and shopping precinct. It used to be bushland. It opened in 
1860 and finally closed in 1960. There are 2298 names in the Cemetery Database. Noticed while driving past. 

https://www.avsfhg.org.uk – this is the new website for the Alde Valley Suffolk Family History Group. Nothing has changed, 
just the website address. From a recent copy of ‘Really Useful Bulletin’.  

https://www.findagrave.com/Moorabool-Shire - there are 2 cemeteries in the Bacchus Marsh area. They are Holy Trinity 
Anglican Church Cemetery and Hopetown Cemetery. From an old copy of ‘The Genealogist’. 

https://www.brokenhill.nsw.gov/au - the Broken Hill Family History Group Inc. was founded in 1977, and has indexes on 
births, deaths, marriages, electoral rolls and employment in the mines. There are also some fascinating stories. From a recent 
visit to the area. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_of_Jenkin’s_Ear - the War of Jenkin’s Ear was fought between Great Britain and Spain 
from 1739 to 1748. Most of the fighting took place in New Granada and the Caribbean Sea, with major operations over by 
1742. It is considered a related conflict of the 1740 t0 1748 war of the Austrian Succession. Go to ’Read more’ for further                  
information. This came up as a question in a recent quiz show.  

https://daylesfordmuseum.net – the Daylesford & District Historical Society was formed in 1964, and those early members 
established the Museum in 1971. They have the largest archive of historical artifacts and documents in the Central Highlands 
Region. From a copy of ‘Maldon Muse’ the magazine of the Maldon Museum and Archive Association. 

 https://www.awm.gov.au/research/guide/ww2-awla  - to research Australia’s Women’s Land Army (AWLA) records (1942-
1945), start with the National Archives of Australia. Also go to AWLA gazettes via the Australian War Memorial and State 
Library of Queensland. From a copy of ‘The Lambing Flat Leader’ Newsletter of the Young & District Family                      
History Group Inc. 

https://www.jewishgen.org- JCR-UK (Jewish Communities &Records) is a genealogical and historical website covering all 
Jewish communities and congregations throughout the British Isles and Gibraltar, both past and present. It was the former 
Preston Synagogue & Jewish Community of Preston Lancashire. Readers have access to 30+million Jewish Community          
records. A history of Preston’s Jewish Community is a book by John Cowell. From the ‘Newsletter’ of The Jewish                              
Genealogical Society of Great Britain. 

https://www.genuki.org.uk – Genuki provides a virtual reference Library of genealogical information of particular relevance 
to the UK and Ireland. From some personal research. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_Thistle
https://www.historymonash.org.au/pioneer-cemetery
https://www.avsfhg.org.uk
https://www.findagrave.com/Moorabool-Shire
https://www.brokenhill.nsw.gov/au
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_of_Jenkin’s_Ear
https://daylesfordmuseum.net
https://www.awm.gov.au/research/guide/ww2-awla
https://www.awm.gov.au/research/guide/ww2-awla
https://www.jewishgen.org-
https://www.genuki.org.uk
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FAMILY HISTORY & INTEREST GROUPS 

 

 
 
Bendigo F.H.G:   No meeting this month 
Contact:  bendigogen@familyhistoryconnections.org.au 

                                                                                                           
DNA Interest Group:  Meets 4th Tuesday of the month (ZOOM MEETINGS ONLY)               
Next meeting:  25th August at 7.30 - 9.30pm.                                                                                      
Convenor:   Ann Mushet                                                                                                                                                                                
N.B.  You must have D.N.A. Results already before joining this group. 
 
Early Victoria & Tasmania:  Meets on 1st Saturday of each month                                                          
Next Meeting: 1st August at 10.00am 
Venue:   Blackburn RSL - 2 Diggers Way, Blackburn  3130.  (No Zoom this month)                                                  
Contact:  Bronwen Bennett:  bronwen@usec.com.auMarch 
 
Ireland:  Meeting on the 2nd Wednesday via Zoom  
Next Meeting:  12th August at 2.00pm   
Editor:  Vicki Box:  victoriabox39@gmail.com     
 
London & Home Counties:   Meets on 2nd Tuesday of each month                                                   
Covering:  London, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, Kent,  
Middlesex, Surrey and Sussex.                                                                                                                             
Next Meeting:  11th August at 1.30pm                                                                                                              
Venue:  F.H.C. Resource Centre & Zoom.                                                                                                                            

 
Scotland:  Meets on 2nd Thursday via Zoom                                                                                               
Next meeting: 13th August at 7.30pm.                                                                                                           
Contact:  Merrin:  questeve@optusnet.com.au                                                                       
                 
South West England:  Meets on 2nd Friday of each Month                                                                            
Next meeting:  14th August at 1.30pm.  Doors open 12.30pm  (Bring Lunch)                                                     
Venue:  F.H.C. Resource Centre and Zoom.                                                                                                   
Contact:  Jillian Davies:  jilliandavies52@optusnet.com.au 
                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Contact for Interest Groups (unless stated): 

info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au 

Northern Counties  
Meets on 3rd Friday of each month                                                                                                                            
Next Meeting:  21st August at 2.00pm.                                                                                                           
Venue: F.H.C. Resource Centre.                                                                                                                              
  
 

DISCUSSION GROUP 

mailto:bendigogen@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
mailto:bronwen@usec.com.au
mailto:victoriabox39@gmail.com
mailto:questeve@optusnet.com.au
mailto:jilliandavies52@optusnet.com.au
mailto:info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
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            DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Articles for the next Newsletter may be emailed to:   

cherylaigs@y7mail.com by 23rd August 2026  

PLEASE NOTE:  To provide advance notice of events so people can plan their time, the Newsletter is  

distributed before the month commences.  To make sure your article is included, please submit it in the month prior to the 

event.   

Regards                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Cheryl - Editor. 

CELEBRATE AUGUST - FAMILY HISTORY MONTH!  Pages 2 & 3 
 
 
Aug 1 10.00am Early Victoria and Tasmania Interest Group - Meeting - Blackburn R.S.L., 2 Diggers Way,                    
   Blackburn.  (No Zoom this month) 
 
Aug 7 10.00am Is DNA a Game Changer?   (see p. 3) 
 
Aug 8 10.00am Tour of F.H.C. Resource Centre.  (see p. 4) 
 
Aug 11 1.30pm  London & Home Counties Interest Group - Meeting - F.H.C. Resource Centre & Zoom.                                                
 
Aug 12 2.00pm  Ireland Interest Group - Meeting - Zoom Only 
 
Aug 13 7.30pm  Scotland Interest Group - Meeting - Zoom Only 
 
Aug 14 1.30pm  South West England Interest Group - F.H.C. Resource Centre  & Zoom.  (Doors open at 12.30pm.  
   Bring Lunch.)  
 
Aug 19 7.30pm  Wednesday Webinar Zoom Talk   (see p. 1)                                                                                                                             
   “Richard Ridge - Unwrapping a Surprise Package”.                                                                               
   Spealer:  Louise Wilson, A Don Grant Award winning author. 
 
Aug 21  2.00pm Northern Counties Discussion Group - Meeting - F.H.C. Resource Centre. 
 
Aug 25  7.30pm DNA Interest Group - Meeting - Zoom Only   
 
Aug 28  10.00am Friday Zoom Class                                                                                                                                             
   “FamilySearch”.   (see p. 4) 
 
 
Aug 30 1.00pm Free Starting Out Class - Session 1 - F.H.C. Resource Centre.   (see p. 4) 
 
 
Sep 6 1.00pm Free Starting Out Class - Session 2 - F.H.C. Resource Centre.   (see p. 4) 
 
 
    
   Bendigo Family History Group - Meeting - Bendigo Goldfields Library, Ground Floor,                                      
   255 Hargreaves St., Bendigo.  No meeting this month. 
 
 
                ___________________________________________________ 
 
  

mailto:cherylaigs@y7mail.com
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Address:      1/41 Railway Ave., Blackburn Vic.  3130 
Address:      PO Box 2010, Forest Hill, 3131  
Email:           info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au 
Telephone:  9877 3789 
Website:   www.familyhistoryconnections.org.au 

Resource Centre Hours: 
 
Mon, Tues, Wed, Sat. :  10am–4pm.  
 
Closed Public Holidays & Christmas to New Year. 

If you do not wish to receive this Newsletter please email info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au                                                                    

requesting your name be deleted from the distribution list.  

If you change your email address please send an email to info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au 

Information contained in this document is believed by Family History connections (FHC) to be accurate at the time of        

publication. While every care has been taken in its preparation, professional advice should be sought when necessary.         

FHC cannot be held liable for any errors or omissions in this publication or for damage arising from its supply,                           

performance or use, and makes no warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied in relation to this publication. 

Subscription Databases available free for Members in the Library 

MyAncestry                   

Family Tree Online 

President:                                                                    
Bronwen Bennett 
 
Vice Presidents:                                                   
Gail White and Susan Hurley  
 
Treasurer:                                                               
Gregor Mason 
 
Secretary:                                                                 
Carolann Thomson 
 
Councillors: 

Mary Cleary - Events Coordinator &             

Property  & Maintenance Manager 

Darralyn Cusack:  Membership Secretary 

Gary Fitzgerald:  Network Administrator  

Susan Hurley - Social Media 

Gail White - Records Manager 

Pauline Turville - VAFHO Representative 

 

 

Non-Council Positions: 

Cheryl Heazlewood - News & Events Editor  

Linda Farrell - Website   

 

mailto::info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
mailto::info@aigs.org.au

