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NEWS & EVENTS  

    Family History Connections is a registered  business name of the Australian Institute of Genealogical Studies. 

FHC Wednesday Webinars 

Zoom talk on Wednesday 18th February 2026 

Time: 7.30pm. 

Discovering British India Research 

Presented by Wendy Eldridge  

FHC Council member and experienced educator 

 

Do you have British ancestors who were in India during the Raj? Maybe you are simply 
curious about this period of British colonial history. This talk will cover: 

 Understanding the geography of India 

 Helpful Web Sites 

 Role of the British in India 

 Other useful resource information. e.g. newspapers, military 

 

 

 

   
   

 

Wendy has been involved in teaching, library research assistance, and the compiling of 
family history publications for people and personally producing 5 books. Her ancestry of 
her parents is a mix of British on her father’s side and Anglo-India on her mother’s side. 

Wendy is the Volunteer Coordinator on FHC Council. She also volunteers at PMI Victorian 
History Library. Wherever she is, Wendy happily shares her broad knowledge of family  
history research. 

 

Non-members welcome.  Cost $10.00 

Log into: https://www.familyhistory.asn.au/layout.php?mod=aigswebinars&zw=1              

Link will be sent when payment is received 

 

The link for FHC members will be emailed prior to the webinar 

Can you guess which FHC member is 
the grandchild of Joseph Dacosta?  

https://www.familyhistory.asn.au/layout.php?mod=aigswebinars&zw=1
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

It's February and all our meetings and classes are starting 
up again for 2026, after the organisers were able to enjoy a 
quiet January. Amongst these are a Wednesday Webinar, 
Friday Insite Zoom, Starting Out classes, various Interest 
Groups and the new course Finding Your Australian                 
Family. Further information on all these can be found on 
the following pages of this newsletter. 
 
We held a very successful morning tea for Thursday 29th 
January for our volunteers to thank them for their work.  
It seems a long time ago now, but the Christmas Morning 
Tea at the Blackburn RSL was very well attended by our            
members. The hampers were drawn and it was good to see 
that some of the winners were there, with a couple of  
hampers making their way back to Bendigo on the train! 
 
Many of you may be members of Lost Cousins, a                       
wonderful long-running family history site that was run by 
Peter Calver. I was shocked to read a message from his 
wife to say that he had died on 16th January after a fairly 
recent diagnosis of bowel cancer.                                                              

She stated that the  website will remain, so you can still 
add or search for ancestors if you are already a member. I 
believe she is hoping to find someone to take it over at 
some stage.  
 
I organised for him to give a Zoom talk for our members 
way back in Covid days, in 2021. In fact the video of his 
presentation is still available to watch if you want to find 
out about what his project was with Lost Cousins.  
 
Go to Members’ Area - familyhistory.asn.au  Login then                      
follow these steps to find the recording: 
Resources tab – Zoom Presentations – All Zoom Sessions 
– United Kingdom and Ireland – Lost Cousins 
 
Gail White 

PRICES FOR AI AND FAMILY HISTORY SEMINAR - 21/3/26 

Prices for Seminar (see page 6) are as                       

follows: 

In Person – Members             $80.00 
While seats are available until 20 March 2026 
  
In Person - Non-members      $95.00 
While seats are available until 20 March 2026 
  
*Early Bird – Members             $65.00 
End date - 14 February 2026 

  
 
 
*Early Bird - Non Members      $80.00 
End date - 14 February 2026 
  
Via Zoom – Members                $50.00 
Until 20 March 2026 
  
Via Zoom - Non Members        $65.00 
Until 20 March 2026 

THE JOHNSTON COLLECTION — CREATING A GEORGIAN DOLL’S HOUSE          

Presented by Suzanne Katz—F.H.C. Member 

An illustrated talk about the creation of her large, beautifully detailed Doll’s House 
 

Saturday 7 February, 2:00 PM – 3:30 PM 

Your ticket includes tea or coffee served before the talk, and 
time to browse the exclusive range of books, gifts, and  
homewares at the shop. 
 
This lecture is presented on-site at The Johnston Collection, 
192 Wellington Parade, Melbourne. 3002.  
Please see your ticket for details.  
 
NOTE: Tickets for this event do not include access to our 
exhibition-house, Fairhall. Guided tours of the current             
exhibition can be booked separately. 

Please note:  transport to The Johnston Collection 
is supplied from the Pullman Melbourne on the 
Park Hotel on Wellington Parade, East Melbourne.  
 
It is not possible to park in the streets near the 
premises of theJohnston Collection. 
 
Book here: 
https://johnstoncollection.org/Creating-a-Georgian-Doll-s-
House-with-Suzanne-Katz~90550 

http://familyhistory.asn.au/
https://johnstoncollection.org/home_comforts
https://johnstoncollection.org/Creating-a-Georgian-Doll-s-House-with-Suzanne-Katz~90550
https://johnstoncollection.org/Creating-a-Georgian-Doll-s-House-with-Suzanne-Katz~90550
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Finding Your Australian Family Course 2026  

 

Do you need a helping hand getting your Australian research on track? Maybe you need a refresher course on the 

resources available to keep your family tree growing. Or perhaps you are just beginning and have questions on how 

to get started. 

 

Please join Darralyn and Wendy for our course on Finding Your Australian Family. We will begin on                                                    

Tuesday 3 February at 7.30 and meet every fortnight for a chat/Q and A session over 90 minutes. 

 

Notes will be provided on these topics with a range of resources in each category and followed by discussion at 

each online session: 

 

PART 1 -  BUILDING BLOCKS: BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS 

 

PART 2 -  WHERE DID THEY LIVE? 

 

PART 3 -  WHAT DID THEY DO? 

 

PART 4 -  ARRIVALS, CONVICTS AND CRIMINALS 

 

We will also provide suggestions on Record Keeping and organising your resources and of course answer any 

questions you may have along the way. 

 

Cost: $60 for members and $120 for non-members 

 

Sign up on our website at FHC Courses - https://www.familyhistory.asn.au/layout.php?mod=aigscourses&ac=1  

 

If you would like further details, please contact Darralyn at membership@familyhistoryconnections.org.au  

 

Join us for some productive discussions on your family history research. 

 

Darralyn Cusack  

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

Happy New Year Everyone and welcome to the first        
edition of News and Events for 2026.  I hope you have all 
had an enjoyable break and are ready to get back into  
family history research again. 
 
If you come across any useful information that you feel 
may help other members, please feel free to email me at 
cherylaigs@y7mail.com and I will include it in the  
Newsletter. 
 

The deadline for articles is the 23rd of the previous month, 
e.g.:  for the March Newsletter, articles need to be emailed 
by 23rd February.  This allows time to collate, proofread 
and get authorisation before publishing. 
 
I wish you all success in your endeavours to find                    
information about your ancestors. 
 
regards 
Cheryl 

https://comms.familyhistoryconnections.org.au/ch/99524/1cnyc/286/i6kPzjiRKCfLSaPuqXxz10EKJTDhbutjnBjOQ9CK.html
mailto:membership@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
mailto:cherylaigs@y7mail.com
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2026 VOLUNTEERS’ MORNING TEA 

We at Family History Connection are blessed with a           
wonderful group of volunteers, this showed at our morning 
tea where much was discussed on building the future of the    
Society. 
 
This year we are focusing on letting the community know 
who we are, what we do and how much one can benefit from 
being a part of our society. We are asking members to                
become more involved with outside events.  
 
We are seeking help with: 

 The market stall at Blackburn. We do 5 Saturdays 
throughout the year. 

 

 A few hours on an information table in Shopping Centres 
 

 Contact names from other groups or societies who you 
think would be interested in an invitation to visit our  
Resource Centre for a morning or afternoon tour. 

 

 Assistance for a few hours at major outdoor events such 
as the Highland Games. 

 
If you are interested in assisting at any of our events please 
send an email to Mary, our Events Coordinator who will    
inform you of the procedure required with events.                           
You can contact her by email: 
events@familyhistoryconnections.org.au. 
 
 
 
 
 

Family History Connections is looking for a Cleaning Team.  
This requires around 5 people rostered to work on a Friday at 
a time convenient for them, once or twice a month for around 
2 hours cleaning the kitchen, bathrooms and dusting and  
vacuuming. 
 
We have been fortunate to have a dedicated team for more 
than a decade, we are so grateful for their long dedication and 
now it time for a new group to step up.  
 
If you are interested please contact Wendy email:                                          
weldridge5@bigpond.com 
 
Are you aware we have a “Cash for Cans” program 
running as a means of fund raising?  You can contact the                 
Office for further information and be sent a scan card for use 
to assist with our easy means to deposit cans. 
 
Finally. becoming a volunteer Library assistant, for 3 hours a 
month will help share the load in the library. If you are              
interested please contact Wendy email:                                                    
weldridge5@bigpond.com 
 
Thank you to all who attended the Morning Tea, your input 
was most appreciated. 
 
Regards 
Wendy Eldridge 

Volunteers at Morning Tea 

mailto:events@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
mailto:weldridge@bigpond.com
mailto:weldridge@bigpond.com
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FRIDAY ZOOM CLASSES 

 

RESEARCH AND LOOK UP SERVICE 

T 
here are four services available: 

1.  Research (m inim um  of tw o hours);                                              
2.  Look Ups (see form  via W ebsite for                 
details);                                                                                         

 3. One on One Assistance in the Resource              
      Centre (m axim um  tw o hours) and                                                                                                      
 4. Data Entry (Applicants m ust provide   
      Editor’s rights to Researcher)                                                                                                            

Full details and rates are available on the FHC                 
Website or on the forms in the Resource Centre 

Special Offer for Regional, Interstate &                               
International Members.                                                                                                  

As many members are unable to visit FHC Resource          
Centre to access the records, a special research offer is 
available.                           

Each financial regional member is entitled to two hours of 

free research each calendar year.  

Any other research above this would be chargeable.   

Please note:  Your request must be submitted            
prior to 31st October each year. 

(A Regional Member is defined as one who lives more than 
100km from the Resource Centre). 

Enquiries: E-mail:                                                                                      
research@familyhistoryconnections.org.au  

or by mail to: 

Research Coordinator, Family History                        
Connections,  P.O. Box 2010, Forest Hill  Victoria.  
3131  

TOUR OF F.H.C. RESOURCE CENTRE 

Tours of F.H.C. Resource Centre are available on the 2nd 

Saturday of the month.   

They help new members to familiarise themselves with all 

the resources we have available.  

This month’s tour is on:                                                                       

Saturday 14 February at 10.00am. 

On the 4th Friday of the month at 10.00am 
 
FHC Zoom Administrator is inviting you to a            
scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 
The first meeting for 2026 is on:  Friday 27 March at 
10.00am.  (No m eeting in February).     
 

Topic:  To be advised 

Join Meeting:  https://tinyurl.com/4hysjaak 
 
If you miss the talk on Friday, a video recording will be 
made available soon after in the Members’ Area. 
 
 

FREE STARTING OUT CLASSES - 2026 

Starting Out Classes are provided free for new Members to help them start their family history journey.  They will be held in 

the Meeting Room of the F.H.C. Resource Centre from 1:00pm to 3:00pm on the dates below.  Please arrive by 12.50pm. 

  
  
 25 January Class 1 - Australia  1 February Class 2 - Britain 
 22 February  Class 1 - Australia   1 March  Class 2 - Britain 
 29 March  Class 1 - Australia   12 April  Class 2 - Britain 
 26 April  Class 1 - Australia   3 May   Class 2 - Britain 
 31 May   Class 1 - Australia   7 June   Class 2 - Britain 
 28 June  Class 1 - Australia   5 July   Class 2 - Britain 
 26 July   Class 1 - Australia   2 August Class 2 - Britain 
 30 August  Class 1 - Australia   6 September  Class 2 - Britain 
 27 September  Class 1 - Australia  4 October  Class 2 - Britain 
 25 October  Class 1 - Australia   1 November  Class 2 - Britain 
 29 November Class 1 - Australia  6 December Class 2 - Britain 
 
 Bookings essential:  Phone  9877 3789   Email: info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au 

Last and first Sunday of each month 

mailto:research@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
https://tinyurl.com/4hysjaak
mailto:info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
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New Kildare Records Added!  
We are delighted to announce the addition of over 8000 new 
nineteenth-century census substitute records for County 
(Co.) Kildare to the Roots Ireland  database!  
 
They are as follows:  

 Slater's Trade Directories for Co. Kildare, 1846 and 1881 
(3,234 records); 

 Thom's Directories, 1849 and 1854 (511 records); 

 Voters' Lists of Qualifying Freeholders and Leaseholders 
from the Leinster Express newspaper, of 1836 (4,533 
records). 

Between 2005-2011 the Kildare Local Studies department of 
Kildare Library Service extracted individual records           
pertaining to Co. Kildare from Slater’s Trade Directories of 
1846 and 1881, and Thom’s Directories, 1849 and 1854.  
 
These sources offer a snapshot of life in Co. Kildare between 
the Famine (1839-1845) and the Local Government Act of 
1898.  
 
Another wonderful source for family and local history are 
local newspapers; Kildare Local Studies extracted individual 
records from the Leinster Express newspaper of 1836                            
pertaining to Co. Kildare voters.  

New digital burial records from the London Borough of 
Havering have landed on Deceased Online, opening up 
another chapter of local history. 
 
From its roots in Essex to its place in modern London,  
Havering's burial records reveal changing communities,  

family links, and fascinating details you won't find                         
anywhere else. 
 
Quick fact: Havering only became a London borough in 
1965, many older records still reflect its Essex past. 

What to Expect from FamilySearch in 2026 

More Access to Genealogy Records 
FamilySearch provides convenient access to family history 
records from more than 170 countries and principalities.         
It will continue to work with the world’s archives, record            
custodians, and others to help make more genealogical              
records accessible online. In 2026, FamilySearch plans to 
expand its global collections and significantly increase       
access to records for many countries, including the               
countries of  Belgium, Cameroon, Malawi, South Korea and  
Uruguay. 
 
FamilySearch Artificial Intelligence 
Full-Text Search: Reading Old Genealogy                           
Documents 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) continues to have a tremendous 
impact on family discoveries. FamilySearch will expand its 
Full-Text Search technology in 2026 to read old handwriting 
in additional languages, making newly digitized documents 
easily searchable by an ancestor’s name. Users of the free 
service are discovering exciting  family history breakthroughs 
as more content is digitized and made searchable through 
the Full-Text Search  technology.    
 
Assistance with Family Discoveries                                  
FamilySearch site visitors will enjoy a variety of enhanced  
tools to help them in their quests for family connections.  
 
 
 
 

First, new technology will help you find answers to your  
questions by utilizing resources across FamilySearch.org.  
The interactive chatbot will search through the FamilySearch 
Research Wiki, blog, and help content to help answer             
questions quickly. Another new discovery assistant will filter 
through FamilySearch-generated hints to recommend which 
suggestions may particularly help extend the branches of 
your Family Tree. 
 
FamilySearch Labs 
FamilySearch Labs provides individuals with the                              
opportunity to experiment with new and upcoming features 
before they are fully launched. This participation helps           
provide useful feedback to developers. Some new                              
experiences and features coming in 2026 are already             
available in Labs for user testing. 
 
RootsTech 2026—a Global Family Celebration 
RootsTech, FamilySearch’s global family history event,                
returns on 5–7 March 2026, with a vibrant in-person                 
experience in Salt Lake City and a free online option.                    
Millions worldwide can enjoy hundreds of classes available  
in multiple languages, localized content, and can connect 
with presenters, exhibitors, and other attendees through        
e-chat and the mobile app.   Discover new relatives, grow 
your Family Tree, explore innovative products and services, 
and be inspired by world-class keynotes and speakers. 

https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2Fj0rdpmJpeTw0E88MuPGBcN1qfRI3Z9ASGks0Am6oFJ-2Fg-3D-3DxUqt_xAS4fg9a1FH0D-2Ff-2BXZtv2IszKSKqLzxkHTfQibRQANMJHfuHXijAoYbNgIrgFdWym4u3vSh4pa9WQbmyQB7192F-2Fw
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2Fj0rdpmJpeTw0E88MuPGBcN1qfRI3Z9ASGks0Am6oFJ-2Fg-3D-3DBrS4_xAS4fg9a1FH0D-2Ff-2BXZtv2IszKSKqLzxkHTfQibRQANMJHfuHXijAoYbNgIrgFdWym4u3vSh4pa9WQbmyQB7192F-2Fw
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FjvPqXiNV2-2BqHQ3KRgC9TaHvmaG_xAS4fg9a1FH0D-2Ff-2BXZtv2IszKSKqLzxkHTfQibRQANMJHfuHXijAoYbNgIrgFdWym4u3vSh4pa9WQbmyQB7192F-2Fwg8JJLJZaxofaA4l0J4Pa6b2-2Bng
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Durham Records Online provides record transcriptions from County Durham and 

Northumberland for genealogists and historians. 

New records have been added for Houghton-le-Spring, 
Wooler and Darlington. 
 
Houghton Cemetery burials 1892-1940 – 5,029           
burials at Houghton Cemetery in Houghton-le-Spring, 
County Durham, from when it opened on 1 March 1892 to 
the end of 1940. 
 
Wooler bastardy bonds 1781-1828 and removal          
orders 1773-1800  
From Wooler St. Mary in Glendale district,                                        
Northumberland: 61 bastardy bonds covering 1781-1828; 
and 87 pauper removal orders covering 1773-1800 
 
In the 18th and early 19th centuries, the maintenance of the 
poor (minimal lodging, food, clothing, medical care, etc.) 
was an obligation of each parish. Because this involved 
spending funds derived from taxation, it was strictly                       
monitored and controlled by the Overseers of the Poor (and 
sometimes the Churchwardens) in each parish. 
 
Bastardy Bonds:  
If a pregnant woman arrived from another parish, or arrived 
in a parish and then got pregnant there, and was unable to 
support herself and the ensuing child, she could be removed 
back to her lawful place of settlement, or she could get two 
or more responsible men to file a “bastardy bond”, in which 
the bondsman promised to “indemnify and hold harmless” 
the parish from the cost of the birth, education, and               
maintenance of the child.  
 
The bond ensured that the bondsmen would either pay for 
the child's upkeep, or forfeit the bonded sum to the parish to 
be used for that purpose. In these records, the father of the 
child is often named and serves as a bondsman.  
 
Removal Orders:  
If paupers moved from one parish to another and requested 
aid in the second place, they could be “removed” back to 
their “lawful place of settlement”, to put the burden of 
maintenance back on the first parish.  
 
Testimony by the pauper (and sometimes other people) 
about the pauper's lawful place of settlement was given      
before a Justice of the Peace, who could then issue a removal 
order, telling the Overseers of the Poor to convey the pauper 
back to where they belonged. If the pauper was too ill to 
travel, the order was suspended until they were well enough 
to travel.  
 

Darlington St Cuthbert marriages 1653-1754 & early 
1756 baptisms: 
1,557 marriages September 1653 to June 1754. There is now 
a continuous set of marriages covering 1590-1841.  
 
 
 
 

Also 54 “banns called but not married here” covering 1653-
1657. 
1,836 baptisms covering 1738-1755 
 
This concludes our efforts on the 17th & 18th century records 
of Darlington St. Cuthbert, which we have been working on 
for 3 years. We now have 31,753 baptisms from 1590 to         
mid-1867, 6,576 marriages covering 1590-1841, all of the 
extant “banns called but not married here”, which cover 
1653-1657 & 1754-1779, and 26,179 burials covering 1590-
1870.  
 
Most of these records were not indexed by                                   
FamilySearch.org, and as far as we know, our site is the only 
one that has a complete collection of transcriptions of        
Darlington St. Cuthbert records from those periods.  
 
**What Do We Have Available?** 
We're often asked if we have records from a particular              
parish. A complete listing of the records we have online can 
be found by selecting the What We Offer tab near the top of 
the site's pages and then choosing one of these options:  
 
Parish Records 
<https://www.durhamrecordsonline.com/lists/lt.php?
tid=sFz79EP3QoO6jFktWiAUPZiluA3COLqqpdpIaWIge/
UjmZoQrB+lZp7TvwhLopXr  
 
Census Info 
<https://www.durhamrecordsonline.com/lists/lt.php?
tid=AomGYu1xpHuLjR8xKvJbn5iluA3COFqqpdpIaWIge/
UjmZoQrB/lZp7TvwhLopXr>  
 
Those pages are updated every time we add new records. 
 

Note: the full transcriptions can be accessed for free 
on all the computers in the FHC Resource Centre. 
 

More new records! 
These have been added for Lesbury, Hexham,               
Tynemouth and Winlaton 

Lesbury St. Mary the Virgin in the Alnwick district of 
Northumberland added 919 baptisms covering 1690-
1748 and 749 burials covering 1691-1748 
 

Hexham St. Andrew in Hexham district,                                                       
Northumberland, 811 burials covering 1660-1674 
 

Tynemouth, Christ Church,Northum berland, 1,102 
burials covering 1785-1788 
 

Added 97 witnesses to 52 marriages at Winlaton in                 
Gateshead district, covering 1833-1837. Also added marital 
statuses and abodes where they were missing, and made  
minor corrections  

https://www.durhamrecordsonline.com/lists/lt.php?tid=sFz79EP3QoO6jFktWiAUPZiluA3COLqqpdpIaWIge/UjmZoQrB+lZp7TvwhLopXr
https://www.durhamrecordsonline.com/lists/lt.php?tid=sFz79EP3QoO6jFktWiAUPZiluA3COLqqpdpIaWIge/UjmZoQrB+lZp7TvwhLopXr
https://www.durhamrecordsonline.com/lists/lt.php?tid=sFz79EP3QoO6jFktWiAUPZiluA3COLqqpdpIaWIge/UjmZoQrB+lZp7TvwhLopXr
https://www.durhamrecordsonline.com/lists/lt.php?tid=AomGYu1xpHuLjR8xKvJbn5iluA3COFqqpdpIaWIge/UjmZoQrB/lZp7TvwhLopXr
https://www.durhamrecordsonline.com/lists/lt.php?tid=AomGYu1xpHuLjR8xKvJbn5iluA3COFqqpdpIaWIge/UjmZoQrB/lZp7TvwhLopXr
https://www.durhamrecordsonline.com/lists/lt.php?tid=AomGYu1xpHuLjR8xKvJbn5iluA3COFqqpdpIaWIge/UjmZoQrB/lZp7TvwhLopXr
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MyHeritage has released two major historical record                
collections from the United Kingdom and Ireland, now 
available FREE to FHC members through the                  
members website familyhistory.asn.au 
 
United Kingdom and Ireland, Incoming Passenger 
Lists, 1878–1960, Each collection includes high-quality 
scanned images and a searchable index produced by 
MyHeritage from original documents at The National                 
Archives, London. 
 
This collection includes 15.7 million records of passengers 
arriving in the United Kingdom (and Ireland until                                
independence in 1922) from ports around the world                        
between 1878 and 1960. Each record documents an                          
individual’s arrival into the country and typically includes 
the passenger’s full name, date of birth, current residence, 
intended residence, date and place of arrival, place of                
departure, and the name of the ship.  
 
While the collection begins in 1878, many of the earliest 
records from 1878 to 1888 were destroyed by the Board of 
Trade in 1900. The surviving records from this early            
period are especially rare and valuable. In addition to             
immigrants and returning residents, the collection also 
captures short-term visitors and transit passengers.           
Because ships were required to submit passenger lists at 
every U.K. stop, even those not intending to stay often      
appear in the records.  
 
This collection is particularly useful for locating                                      
individuals who may not appear in other sources — such 
as those who fell between census years, left home tempo-
rarily, or migrated in stages.  

Whether your ancestors were arriving for work, travel, or 
to begin a new life, these records provide valuable insights 
into their movements and circumstances. 
 
United Kingdom and Ireland, Outgoing Passenger 
Lists, 1890–1960 
This collection contains 23.5 million records of individuals 
departing from ports in the United Kingdom (and Ireland 
until independence in 1922) between 1890 and 1960.            
Records typically include the passenger’s name, date of 
birth, current and intended residence, date and place of  
departure, place of arrival, and the name of the ship.  
 
These lists are a vital resource for understanding            
emigration patterns from the U.K. and Ireland,                  
particularly to destinations such as the United States,  
Canada, Australia, and South Africa. For many families 
with ancestors who left the British Isles in the late 19th or 
early 20th century, these records may contain the only 
surviving documentation of their departure.  
 
These passengers include many continental Europeans,    
especially Scandinavians, who commonly passed through 
the U.K. en route to destinations like the United States and 
Canada.   
 
Together, the incoming and outgoing collections represent 
the entire surviving set of U.K. and Ireland passenger lists 
for this time period, offering a comprehensive view of  
travel into and out of the country across 8 decades. They 
provide detailed, global context for millions of family     
journeys. 

RootsIreland, Deceased online, Family Search, Durham Records Online are all available free on 

computers for Members in the F.H.C. Resource Centre. 

MyHeritage is available from home and free on computers                                                                      

for Members in the F.H.C. Resource Centre. 

 

http://familyhistory.asn.au/
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BABY BOOMERS’ CHECKLIST 

Memories of growing up in Australia in the 1940s, 50s and 

60s. 

Billycarts Vicks VapoRub Box-pleated tunics Smoky Dawson 

Cubbies The Argonauts Musk sticks Elvis 

Anzac biscuits War widows Hair perms Bob Menzies 

Radio serials Movies Pop-eye Outside dunny 

Crazy paving Hills Hoist Chook yard Fruit trees 

Gully trap Vegie garden Yabbying Rabbiting 

Marching girls Milk crates Chocolate Quik straws Inkwells 

Grammar A fountain pen in a velvet lined case Poetry 

Folk dancing Square dancing Eisteddfods Shelter sheds 

Brown paper bags Cubs, Brownies, Boy Scouts, Girl Guides 

Jamboree 

Arbor Day Gould League Piano lessons Dance lessons 

Fowler’s Vacola jars Trifle Sago pudding Licorice straps 

Hand-me-downs Smocked frocks Head Bands Patent leather 

shoes 

Chenille dressing gowns and bed spreads Twin sets Duffle 

coats 

Peter Pan collars Boleros Sausage curls Red Robin socks 

Kiwi Polish Plastic sandals Hats School uniforms 

Lurex jackets Fluorescent socks Friars Balsam Hypol 

Mercurochome Gentian Violet Childhood illnesses Condy’s 

Crystals 

Warts Blue Bags Irish Moss Ung-Vita 

Polio Ford Pills Sunday School Religious rituals 

Cigarette cards Seven Seas stamps Wagging school Fireworks 

Train sets Bride dolls Soldiers Cowboys & Indians 

Cap gun Meccano Tea sets Card games 

Colouring books Lakeland pencils Jigsaw puzzles Monopoly 

Fiddlesticks Scrabble Ludo Draughts 

Marbles Hopscotch British bulldog Knuckles 

Ball games Poison ball Skipping ropes Super heroes 

Hula hoops Autograph books Finger knitting Cat’s cradle 

Pom Poms Yoyo Cotton reel knitting Rhyming games 

Trikes Pedal cars Scooter Bike 

Billy carts Tree houses Balsa wood Tarzan’s Grip 

Paper dolls Crystal radio Jam tin stilts Kites 

Honeycomb Ginger beer plant Pet dog Pet cat 

Rabbits Mice Guinea pigs Reptiles 

Budgies Cockatoo Tadpoles Silkworms 

Chooks Saturday flicks Serials Comics 

Hit Parade T.V. Golden Books Library 

Girls’ Annuals Boys’ Own books Mad magazine Biggles 

Enid Blyton books, Anne of Green Gables, Little Women, 

Bobbsey Twins 

Sex Education School Dance Desert boots Kookie jacket 

Teased hair Brylcream Pantyhose Ripple sole shoes 

School Christmas concert Birthday parties Party games 

Summer holidays Public baths The beach Sunburn 

Zinc cream Calamine lotion Peeling Speedos 

Cars Dicky seat Blow-outs Boiling radiators 

Train trips Boarding houses Camping out Caravanning 

FJ Holden Morris Minor Austin Hillman 

 

Reprinted from ARARAT GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY INC 

May Newsletter 2017 

https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-422321825/view  

https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-422321825/view
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  WANDERING THE WEB 

  With Marianne Redfern 

  Email:mazpaz72@hotmail.com 

https://www.gmct.com.au/our-locations/coburg-pine - the Coburg Pine Ridge Cemetery began serving the community in 

1856, and is one of the oldest cemeteries in Melbourne. There is a Family History Search Guide under Resources. Read on for 

more information. Noticed when in the area. 

Google: Afghan Campaign 1879-1880 – the Afghan Campaign 1879-1880 refers to the latter part of the 2nd Anglo-Afghan 

War (1878-1880), a conflict driven by the British concern over Russian Influence in Central Asia (the ‘Great Game’) and               

efforts to secure India’s frontier. Continue reading for more information. Mentioned in a novel. 

https://www.voicesofwarandpeace.org/2016/03/12/pr - the Royal Ordnance Munitions Factory at Rotherwas, Hereford, was 

one of a number of munitions factories set up by the Ministry of Munitions in WWI. In excess of 12,000 women, commonly 

referred to as ‘Canary Girls’, and a number of men, have worked at the factory since the Ministry acquired the site in June 

1916. Read on for more information. From a 2015 copy of ‘Who Do You think You Are’. 

http://westgarthtown.org.au/enlistees.html- this a list of Westgarthtown enlistees in WWI in alphabetical order. There is 

also a code to initials. From 2024 edition of Friends of Westgarthtown News. 

https://www.genesearch.com/philadelphia/ - this site gives details about Philadelphia Passenger Lists and is a quick guide. 

The Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Ship Passenger Lists and Records are from 1800 to late June 1948, and December 1954 to 

1962. From a 2019 copy of ‘Traces’. 

https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/libraries-archives-local-studies-services - City Archives and Local Studies have countless           

hundreds of thousands of items which amount to almost 10 kilometres of books and documents. Go to A Z section, and click 

on ‘Cemeteries’ for example, or any other areas that you are researching. From ‘The Flowing Stream’ the Journal of the 

Sheffield and District Family History Society. 

http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au – the Nominal Roll of Vietnam Veterans honours and commemorates approximately 61,000 

people who served in Australia’s Defence Force during the period 23 May 1962-29 April 1975, either in Vietnam or in the  

waters adjacent to Vietnam. You can search for an individual’s Vietnam War service details, print a commemorative                        

certificate, provide feedback, and print a permission letter to use a service badge for commemorative purposes. From a 2010 

copy of ‘Progenitor’ the quarterly journal of the Genealogical Society of the Northern Territory Inc.   

https://www.northamptonshirerecordssociety.org.uk – this is an educational charity which promotes interest in and 

knowledge about the history of Northamptonshire. Site search is in the top right- hand corner of each page. It can be used to 

search the whole of this site for names, places and other subjects of interest. From a 2013 copy of ‘Footprints’ the Journal 

of the Northamptonshire Family History Society. 

https://www.medway.gov.uk/archives - Medway Archives Centre exists to help everyone discover the stories of Medway’s 

people and places. They act as the Archive service for authorities, and as a custodian for parish records generated by parishes 

within the Archdiocese of Rochester and for public records of strong local interest. From ‘North West Kent Family          

History Society.            

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gmct.com.au/our-locations/coburg-pine
https://www.voicesofwarandpeace.org/2016/03/12/pr
http://westgarthtown.org.au/enlistees.html-
https://www.genesearch.com/philadelphia/
https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/libraries-archives-local-studies-services
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au
https://www.northamptonshirerecordssociety.org.uk
https://www.medway.gov.uk/archives
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FAMILY HISTORY & INTEREST GROUPS 

 

Bendigo F.H.G: Meets 3rd Saturday of the m onth.                                                                                  
Venue:  Bendigo Goldfields Library, Ground Floor, 255 Hargreaves St., Bendigo.                                            
Next meeting:  21st February at 2.00pm.                                                                                                          
Contact:  bendigogen@familyhistoryconnections.org.au 

                                                                                                           
DNA Interest Group:  Meets 4th Tuesday of the m onth (ZOOM MEETINGS ONLY)               
Next meeting:  24 February at 7.30 - 9.30pm.                                                                                      
Convenor:   Ann Mushet                                                                                                                                                                                
N.B.  You must have D.N.A. Results already before joining this group. 
 
Early Victoria & Tasmania:  Meets on 1st Saturday of each m onth                                                          
Next Meeting: 7th February at 10.00am 
Venue:   Blackburn RSL - 2 Diggers Way, Blackburn  3130.                                                                               
Contact:  Bronwen Bennett:  bronwen@usec.com.au 
 
Ireland:  Meeting on the 2nd Wednesday via Zoom  
Next Meeting:  11th February at 2.00pm   
Editor:  Vicki Box:  victoriabox39@gmail.com     
 
London & Home Counties:   Meets on 2nd Tuesday of each month                                                   
Next Meeting:  10th February at 1.30pm                                                                                                              
Venue:  F.H.C. Resource Centre & Zoom.                                                                                                                            
 
Scotland:  Meets on 2nd Thursday via Zoom                                                                                                     
Next meeting: 12th February at 7.30pm.                                                                                                           
Contact:  Merrin:  questeve@optusnet.com.au                                                                       
                 
South West England:  Meets on 2nd Friday of each Month                                                                            
Next meeting:  13th February at 1.30pm.  Doors open 12.30pm  (Bring Lunch)                                                     
Venue:  F.H.C. Resource Centre and Zoom.                                                                                                   
Contact:  Jillian Davies:  jilliandavies52@optusnet.com.au 
                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Contact for Interest Groups (unless stated): 

info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au 

Northern Counties  
Meets on 3rd Friday of each month                                                                                                                            
Next Meeting:  20th February at 2.00pm.                                                                                                           
Venue: F.H.C. Resource Centre.                                                                                                                              
  
 

DISCUSSION GROUP 

mailto:bendigogen@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
mailto:bronwen@usec.com.au
mailto:victoriabox39@gmail.com
mailto:questeve@optusnet.com.au
mailto:jilliandavies52@optusnet.com.au
mailto:info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
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            DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Articles for the next Newsletter may be emailed to:   

cherylaigs@y7mail.com by 23rd February 2026  

PLEASE NOTE:  To provide advance notice of events so people can plan their time, the Newsletter is  

distributed before the month commences.  To make sure your article is included, please submit it in the month prior to the 

event.   

Regards                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Cheryl - Editor. 

   
Feb 3 7.30pm Finding your Australian Family Course 2026 - Zoom   (see p. 3) 
 
Feb 7 10.00am Early Victoria and Tasmania Interest Group - Meeting - Blackburn R.S.L., 2 Diggers Way,                    
   Blackburn. 
 
Feb 10 1.30pm  London & Home Counties Interest Group - Meeting - F.H.C. Resource Centre & Zoom.                                                
 
Feb 11 2.00pm  Ireland Interest Group - Meeting - Zoom Only 
 
Feb 12 7.30pm  Scotland Interest Group - Meeting - Zoom Only 
 
Feb 13 1.30pm  South West England Interest Group - F.H.C. Resource Centre  & Zoom.  (Doors open at 12.30pm.  
   Bring Lunch.)  
 
Feb 14  10.00am Tour of F.H.C. Resource Centre.  (see page 5) 
 
Feb 18  7.30pm  Wednesday Webinar Zoom Talk                                                                                                                                                                              
   “Discovering British India Research”.  Speaker:  Wendy Eldridge.   (see p. 1) 
 
Feb 20  2.00pm Northern Counties Discussion Group - Meeting - F.H.C. Resource Centre. 
 
Feb 21 2.00pm  Bendigo Family History Group - Meeting - Bendigo Goldfields Library, Ground Floor,                                      
   255 Hargreaves St., Bendigo. 
 
Feb 22  1.00pm Free Starting Out Class - Session 1 - F.H.C. Resource Centre.   (see p. 5) 
 
Feb 24  7.30pm DNA Interest Group - Meeting - Zoom Only                                                                                             
 
Mar 1 1.00pm Free Starting Out Class - Session 2 - F.H.C. Resource Centre.   (see p.5) 
 
   ________________________________________________________ 
 
Mar 21  9.00am AI and Family History Seminar - PMI Victorian History Library & Zoom     
   (see pp. 2 & 6)  
   
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:cherylaigs@y7mail.com
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Address:      1/41 Railway Ave., Blackburn Vic.  3130 
Address:      PO Box 2010, Forest Hill, 3131  
Email:           info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au 
Telephone:  9877 3789 
Website:   www.familyhistoryconnections.org.au 

Resource Centre Hours: 
 
Mon, Tues, Wed, Sat. :  10am–4pm.  
 
Closed Public Holidays & Christmas to New Year. 

If you do not wish to receive this Newsletter please email info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au                                                                    

requesting your name be deleted from the distribution list.  

If you change your email address please send an email to info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au 

Information contained in this document is believed by Family History connections (FHC) to be accurate at the time of        

publication. While every care has been taken in its preparation, professional advice should be sought when necessary.         

FHC cannot be held liable for any errors or omissions in this publication or for damage arising from its supply,                           

performance or use, and makes no warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied in relation to this publication. 

Subscription Databases available free for Members in the Library 

MyAncestry                   

Family Tree Online 

President: Gail W hite 
 
Vice Presidents: Bronwen Bennett and                  
Susan Hurley  
 
Treasurer:  Gregor  Mason 
 
Secretary:  Carolann Thom son 
 
Councillors: 

Bronwen Bennett:  Interest Groups                          

Coordinator 

Mary Cleary - Events Coordinator 

Darralyn Cusack:  Membership Secretary 

Wendy Eldridge:  Volunteers Coordinator 

Gary Fitzgerald:  Network Administrator  

Susan Hurley - Social Media 

Gail White - Records Manager 

 

Non-Council Positions: 

Cheryl Heazlewood - News & Events Editor  

John Wishart - Property & Maintenance 

Manager   

Linda Farrell - Website   

mailto::info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
mailto::info@aigs.org.au

