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NEWS & EVENTS  

    Family History Connections is a registered  business name of the Australian Institute of Genealogical Studies. 

FHC Wednesday Webinars 

Zoom talk on Wednesday 20th May 2026 

Time: 7.30pm. 

Family Military 

Advancing the basic military information of your ancestors                                                                  

into telling their story. 
Presented by Wendy Eldridge, FHC Councillor 

    
   The Presentation will cover: 
 
• Websites useful to gather information 
• Places to visit locally that will assist in understanding and gathering                
 information 
• Templates for storing information 
• Examples of information found on individuals, units, cemeteries 
• Examples of two soldiers’ stories - one British, the other Australian 
• Examples of creating an interesting way to produce your stories 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wendy Eldridge has been researching her military family for many years. As a published 
author and craft person, she has taken to producing her stories in a format that has received 
wide interest.  She has researched her father’s Australian military history and her mother’s 
British, Indian and Australian military history. Thorough in her research, Wendy has                 
attended lessons at Victoria Barracks to understand Military jargon. 

Non-members welcome.  Cost $10.00 

Go to: https://www.familyhistory.asn.au/layout.php?p=116  

OR Scan the QR Code (opposite) with your Mobile Phone: 

The Link will be sent when payment is received. 

 

The link for FHC members will be emailed prior to the webinar 

 

https://www.familyhistory.asn.au/layout.php?p=116
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

ADVANCE NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING FOR 2026  of the 

Australian Institute of Genealogical Studies (Family History Connections  

to be held on: 

TUESDAY 26TH MAY, 6.30pm on Zoom. 
 
Further details will be sent closer to the date (zoom link etc). 
 
Attached, FHC Council Nomination Form for Positions. 
 
Attached, Nominations Open Notice. 
 
 
Office Manager. 

In case you missed this Wednesday Webinar on 22nd 
April, I highly recommend watching the video of Irene 
Kearsey's presentation. The topic of her talk was La 
Trobe's First Immigrants. 
 
Irene is a long-time member of the C. J. La Trobe Society,  
so is interested in all things about our first Lieutenant 
Governor Charles La Trobe (often recorded as Latrobe, as 
in Latrobe Street). Irene  also became interested in the 
immigrants who sailed on the ship David Clark (often 
wrongly recorded as Clarke). 
 
The ‘David Clark’ arrived on 29 October 1839, carrying 
with it the very first assisted immigrants direct to          
Melbourne. Her talk described the voyage and the arrival 
of the vessel, as well as its relationship with Charles             
Joseph La Trobe who developed contacts with many               
passengers aboard ‘David Clark’.  

These included William and Agnes Bell of Yarra Glen, and 
plantsmen John Arthur and John McEwin, among others. 
 
Her talk was fascinating in its detail of these passengers, 
their many intertwined lives, and what happened to them 
after their arrival in the very early days of Port Phillip and 
Melbourne. 
 
N.B.  A reminder that if you login to your private 
email account, or into FamilySearch or any other website, 
whilst on a computer at  the Resource Centre, remember 
to log out. 

 
Gail White 

https://comms.familyhistoryconnections.org.au/ch/99524/1d286/303/H1sEgUCrmJc5WuzL8UbtaxD.vG.NgOp6qI0Iw7j5.pdf
https://comms.familyhistoryconnections.org.au/ch/99524/1d286/304/H1sEgUCrmJc5WuzL8UbtUDo8ciKTYv.DXWXyCatK.pdf
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FRIDAY ZOOM CLASSES 

 

RESEARCH AND LOOK UP SERVICES 

T 
here are four services available: 

1.  Research (m inim um  of tw o hours);                                              
2.  Look Ups (see form  via W ebsite for                 
details);                                                                                         

 3. One on One Assistance in the Resource              
      Centre (m axim um  tw o hours) and                                                                                                      
 4. Data Entry (Applicants m ust provide   
      Editor’s rights to Researcher)                                                                                                            

Full details and rates are available on the FHC                 
Website or on the forms in the Resource Centre 

Special Offer for Regional, Interstate &                               
International Members.                                                                                                  

As many members are unable to visit FHC Resource          
Centre to access the records, a special research offer is 
available.                           

Each financial regional member is entitled to two hours of 

free research each calendar year.  

Any other research above this would be chargeable.   

Please note:  Your request must be submitted            
prior to 31st October each year. 

(A Regional Member is defined as one who lives more than 
100km from the Resource Centre). 

Enquiries: E-mail:                                                                                      
research@familyhistoryconnections.org.au  

or by mail to: 

Research Coordinator, Family History                        
Connections,  P.O. Box 2010, Forest Hill  Victoria.  
3131  

TOUR OF F.H.C. RESOURCE CENTRE 

Tours of F.H.C. Resource Centre are available on the 2nd 

Saturday of the month.   

They help new members to familiarise themselves with all 

the resources we have available.  

This month’s tour is on:                                                                       

Saturday 9th May at 10.00am. 

On the 4th Friday of the month at 10.00am 
 
FHC Zoom Administrator is inviting you to a            
scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 

The next meeting is on:                                        

Friday 22 May at 10.00am.   

Topic:  Google — More than a Search Engine.  

Join Meeting:  https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87047954140 

 
If you miss the talk on Friday, a video recording will be 
made available soon after in the Members’ Area. 
 

FREE STARTING OUT CLASSES - 2026 

Starting Out Classes are provided free for new Members to help them start their family history journey.  They will be held in 

the Meeting Room of the F.H.C. Resource Centre from 1:00pm to 3:00pm on the dates below.  Please arrive by 12.50pm. 

  
     
  
 31 May   Class 1 - Australia   7 June   Class 2 - Britain 
 28 June  Class 1 - Australia   5 July   Class 2 - Britain 
 26 July   Class 1 - Australia   2 August Class 2 - Britain 
 30 August  Class 1 - Australia   6 September  Class 2 - Britain 
 27 September  Class 1 - Australia  4 October  Class 2 - Britain 
 25 October  Class 1 - Australia   1 November  Class 2 - Britain 
 29 November Class 1 - Australia  6 December Class 2 - Britain 
 
 Bookings essential:  Phone  9877 3789   Email: info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au 

Last and first Sunday of each month 

mailto:research@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87047954140
mailto:info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au


 

FHC News & Events No. 172, May 2026        5 

 IS DNA. A GAME CHANGER FOR YOUR FAMILY  STORY? 

Dear Members 

We have an upcoming sessions for the above event. 
 
This session is for participants who have not                
undertaken a DNA test. 
 
We will explain the social, ethical and family implications of 
taking a DNA test. 
  
We will also provide information on what you can expect 
from the results and how you can use them for family history 
research. 
 
We will be able to answer your questions and queries on this 
topic.  A tour of our resources will be included in this event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date 
Saturday 16 May 2026 2-4pm (UTC+10) 
 
Location 
Family History Connections, 1/41 Railway Road, Blackburn 
Vic 3130 
 
Places are limited – if you wish to attend please book via  
trybooking - link below 
 
https://www.trybooking.com/DIYLU 
 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the 
office. 
 
Phone:  9877 3789 
Email:  info@familyhistoryconncections.org.au 
 
Pat TRUBIANO 
Office Manager 

BONEGILLA MIGRANT CAMP 

Recently, my husband and I did a tour of Bonegilla Migrant 
Camp with a group of friends.  I found it amazing, so much 
history and information available, as well as seeing how          
migrants lived whilst they were there. 
 
More than 300,000 went through the Migrant Centre from  
1947-1971.  Most of them were from non–English speaking 
European countries. 
 
A couple of ladies on our tour actually had a connection to 
Bonegilla.  One lady lived there as a child and the other           
lady’s parents stayed there.  Staff asked them their names 
and then looked up their information from the data on the 
computer.  The lady who lived there obtained all her family 
information including her own medical records as she spent 
a lot of time in the hospital.  The other lady obtained all       
information about her parents and grandparents, including 
photos of her grandparents, of which she didn’t have any. 
The two ladies became quite emotional.  Staff offered to 
email all records if provided with an email address, which 
both ladies provided. 
 
Bonegilla has records of everyone who ever went through the 
Centre such as ID Cards (which included photos),                  
Administration Records, Medical Records, Passenger and 
Shipping Lists.   
 
I would thoroughly recommend a visit for anyone who had 
family who stayed there.  You can visit their website for 
more information:  https://www.bonegilla.org.au 
 
Cheryl Heazlewood 
 
 

How to get there: 
Bonegilla Migrant Experience is located at 132 Bonegilla Rd, 
Bonegilla, which is 12km from Wodonga in North East             
Victoria. 
 
It is close to the banks of the Murray River and the site backs 
on to Lake Hume. 
 
Wodonga sits right in the middle of the triangle created by 
Melbourne, Sydney and Adelaide and is easily accessible by 
road, rail or air; so planning your visit is easy. If you need a 
car or minibus while visiting, all the major rental companies 
are represented here. 

https://www.trybooking.com/DIYLU
mailto:info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
mailto:https:://www.bonegilla.org.au
https://www.bonegilla.org.au/visit-us/how-to-get-here#carhire
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UNEARTHING MELBOURNE - CHINESE HISTORY TOUR 

This two hour tour will introduce you to the Chinese graves 
of this historic cemetery. Stories about some of these graves 
will provide you with an understanding of the history of        
Chinese migration to Melbourne and the impact of the                
Chinese on the local culture and society. 
  
You will be shown the locations of the Chinese graves, and 
some hidden ones and learn about the tales that they could 
tell. Researchers or family historians might find it interesting 
to learn about how to interpret the writing on the headstones 
as well as about Chinese burial customs. 
  
The walking distance will be about 3kms, mostly on flat 
ground but may include some uneven surfaces. Comfortable 
walking shoes are recommended. 
  
This tour is part of the Australian Heritage Festival and run 
in partnership between the Museum of Chinese Australian 
History, Chinese Australian Family Historians of Victoria 
and Southern Memorial Cemeteries Trust. 
 

Introduction by Mark Wang, CEO Chinese Museum 
 
Saturday 9 May 2026  
2 sessions 
10 -12pm 
1 - 3pm 
  
Melbourne General Cemetery 
College Cres, Parkville VIC 3052 
  
Bookings via https://www.trybooking.com/events/
landing/1548214 
  
  
Terry Young 
President - Chinese Australian Family Historians of 
Victoria 
  
P.S.  You might be interested in our documentation of the 
Chinese graves at MGC:   
https://cafhov.github.io/chinesegraves/ 

REGISTRY OF VICTORIA BIRTHS, DEATHS & MARRIAGES UPDATE 

The Registry has introduced a new procedure when 
you go to purchase a certificate. When you get to the 
end you will see this message 
 

 
 
This is the information below on their web site. Easier??? I'm 
not so sure! Good luck is all I can say.... 
 
Gail  
 
You [now] need a Service Victoria account to access our 
online services.  This makes it easier for you to log in and 
prove your identity. 
 
If you don’t have a Service Victoria account, we’ll ask you 
to create one. You can use your Service Victoria account 
across many Victorian Government services. 
 
If you had a BDM account, you can link it to your Service 
Victoria account. Linking lets you see your current and 
past applications. 
 
Option 1: Use your existing Service Victoria account 
 
You can use your existing Service Victoria account if you 
have one. 
                                                                                              
You’ll be prompted to log into your Service Victoria                       
account when you start an application with us. 
 

If you previously had a BDM account, you can link it to 
your Service Victoria account. Linking lets you see your 
current and past applications. 
                                                                                                        
Follow the instructions below. 
 
Option 2: Create a Service Victoria account, if you 
don’t have one 
 
If you don’t have a Service Victoria account, you’ll be 
prompted to create one when you either: 

 start a new application with us 

 resume an existing application. 
 
When you log in, you’ll be prompted to create or log into a 
Service Victoria account. You’ll then have the option to 
link your BDM account to your Service Victoria account. 
 
*Additional Information: 
 
Apparently there is a way around having to set up a 
Service Victoria account.  
 
Go to your Search History in your internet browser e.g. 
Chrome on a PC or Safari for a Mac, and delete any entries 
there for the BDM website:  bdm.vic.gov.au 
 
This worked as of Monday 27th, but things may change! 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1548214
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1548214
https://cafhov.github.io/chinesegraves/
https://www.bdm.vic.gov.au/#linking-your-bdm-and-service-victoria-accounts
http://bdm.vic.gov.au/
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New records added recently for Longhoughton,                        
Thornley, Ryton, Benfieldside, Sunderland and Darlington. 
 
Longhoughton St Peter & St Paul in the district of Alnwick, 
Northumberland: marriages 1754-1837, baptisms & burials 
1797-1877. 
 
Thornley St. Godric Catholic Church: baptisms 1856-1876. 
 
Ryton Holy Cross in Gateshead district: marriages 1813-1837 
updated. 

Benfieldside St. Cuthbert in Lanchester district: marriages 
1850-1851 updated. 
 
Sunderland Holy Trinity: marriages 1754-1764 & 1834-36       
updated. 
 
Darlington St Cuthbert: marriages 1798-1812 and baptisms 
186y updated. 
 
Durham Records Online is available free on                    
computers for Members in the FHC Resource Centre 

Here are a few highlights: 
 

 Australia, Names & Stories in Newspapers: AI-
extracted people, events, and relationships from newspaper 
articles 
 Canada, Quebec Births, Marriages, and Deaths:                          
essential vital records covering nearly a century 
 Czechia, Opava vital records: comprehensive birth, 
marriage, and death collections spanning the 1800s and 
early 1900s 
 Ireland, Petty Sessions Court Registers: fascinating       
insights into everyday life and local disputes 
 Netherlands & Spain Newspapers: rich historical                          
coverage with vital record substitutes and obituaries 
 United Kingdom, British Air Force Lists (1919–1945): 
detailed military service records from the WWII era 

Many of the newspaper collections include AI-generated 
summaries and advanced OCR, making it easier than ever 
to uncover stories, not just names — and to understand the 
lives behind the records. 
 
See the blog post for further details and a full list of the  
collections. 
 
 
MyHeritage is available free on computers for 
Members in the FHC Resource Centre. 

     

 

Findmypast is available free on                     

computers for Members in the              

FHC Resource Centre                                                                               

https://cpyyv04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/ON+113/cpYyv04/VVV8F06PR-9gN2XlJKQvmD4yW4lQ0X35MYW7KN1PJbsT5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3lDW36dx0w5szZLbW83Rg1j3f-T2yW9lw1HS7GD15lN5TBYShvx-lHW6yWfbM2gr5hvW7TPlrp291tDbW10VsV66dT3tNMnyjGDrWXyMW29P1kX1PtXL3W8cwN487MHzWSW8mm8P81bD16sW
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SCOTLANDS PEOPLE 

More than 100,000 Victorian prisoner records from Ayr and 
Inveraray jails are now available to search. 
 
The records span 1828 to 1911 and cover men, women and 
children imprisoned on the west coast of Scotland. They can 
include physical descriptions, details of literacy and health, 
and the crimes that brought people before the courts. 
 
You can now search over 400,000 online entries from pris-
ons across Scotland.  

Finding an ancestor in prison can come as a surprise — but 
these records can also bring them vividly to life. 
 
Their hair colour, whether they could read or write, and 
sometimes even a photograph: details like these are rarely 
preserved anywhere else. 
 
Note: this is a pay-per-view website. 

Watch the best of RootsTech 2026 for free now on demand 

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH (14 April 2026) —
RootsTech 2026,  
 
The world's largest family history celebration, successfully 
held its 16th annual event and offered new content in          
23 languages. 
 
Hosted by FamilySearch, the event drew millions of   people 
in person and online from 235 countries and territories and 
all 50 states   It offered more than 500 classes, keynotes, an 
expo hall with more than 200 exhibitors, and the popular 
Relatives at RootsTech interactive discovery activity. This 
global experience had millions of participants who made 
new family connections and viewed millions of ancestral 
relationships online.  Find and share this announcement in 
the FamilySearch Newsroom.  
 
FamilySearch hosts RootsTech as part of its purpose to help 
individuals discover more about their heritage and make 
more family connections—past, present, and future.                     
 
Although RootsTech 2026 has concluded, many of the           
sessions are now available on demand for free at                           
RootsTech.org.   
 
Users can explore thousands of free online classes and create 
personalized watchlists of their interests to continue                        
learning and discovering year-round.                  
 
The RootsTech Online Expo Hall will be available until               
August 2026.  
 

Most Popular Classes 
 
RootsTech 2026 featured more than 500 sessions and 200 
expert-led classes. From AI to DNA to using the latest family 
discovery tools, the list of topics was extensive.  Some of the 
most popular RootsTech 2026 classes were the following: 
 
"AI and Family History: Help or Hype?" by Andrew Redfern 
 
"DNA's FAN Club: Using Shared Matches to Solve                     
Genealogical Mysteries," by Paula Williams 
 
"Ahórrate años de búsqueda: El poder del texto completo," 
by Nancy Steffy Orellana Vidal Francisco and Javier Gómez 
 
"Da Hipótese ao Plano de Pesquisa: IA aplicada à                                 
Genealogia," by Tatiana Marin 
 
"Finding Binkey: When Research Questions Become a Road 
Map to the Enslaved," by Michael A. Willis  
 
"DNA Misconceptions," by Kelli Bergheimer 
 
"Gravestone Symbols from A to Z," by Cathy Wallace 
 

https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2Fg498bNUuanFDcRIyy-2BT7rGMdLfeEPNVtZRBNh38VX95oxURGouc-2FdXQT8ICiprRDg-3DPi3e_xAS4fg9a1FH0D-2Ff-2BXZtv2IszKSKqLzxkHTfQibRQANMJHfuHXijAoYbNgIrgFdWym4u3vSh
mailto:RootsTech.org
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FizW-2B278Bbvg-2BZbl20mbJ7l63UFU3SqF8GU-2FLSlA7IT3w-3D-3Dz5yc_xAS4fg9a1FH0D-2Ff-2BXZtv2IszKSKqLzxkHTfQibRQANMJHfuHXijAoYbNgIrgFdWym4u3vSh4pa9WQbmyQB7192F
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FizW-2B278Bbvg-2BZbl20mbJ7lSevG60ysLKWpQb8XsXVEktp7w-2FTXdZEPtRzcu1Qh9r-2FIEAT7KyePK9UFBL7PG6esXF6f_xAS4fg9a1FH0D-2Ff-2BXZtv2IszKSKqLzxkHTfQibRQANMJHfuHX
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FizW-2B278Bbvg-2BZbl20mbJ7l1Rgiox9qJQcN5KLKIbRNl-2FI0WtlJ6SrNzQ6ox-2BEPb1lM7nIWK9fPYvX-2FEUulODgbvX4bCM2ZYeXiMkyjgzWTZJw1WyUjlTxqOM8Yt1JTirs-3DViyr_xAS4f
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FizW-2B278Bbvg-2BZbl20mbJ7l1Rgiox9qJQcN5KLKIbRNl-2FI0WtlJ6SrNzQ6ox-2BEPb1lM7nIWK9fPYvX-2FEUulODgbvX4bCM2ZYeXiMkyjgzWTZJw1WyUjlTxqOM8Yt1JTirs-3DViyr_xAS4f
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FizW-2B278Bbvg-2BZbl20mbJ7lxv5airHmtiGSX3QzLqqn3-2FR6coqigA0RJ8paYQkZjYjU-2Fz1LEOHJ9ttqKTNycUPZXpFx-2FKCKIl2POKqnrIqjzXFIOh8gc-2FHIxJyDCrLfip8-3D6GGk_xAS
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FizW-2B278Bbvg-2BZbl20mbJ7lxv5airHmtiGSX3QzLqqn3-2FR6coqigA0RJ8paYQkZjYjU-2Fz1LEOHJ9ttqKTNycUPZXpFx-2FKCKIl2POKqnrIqjzXFIOh8gc-2FHIxJyDCrLfip8-3D6GGk_xAS
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FizW-2B278Bbvg-2BZbl20mbJ7lgZINB2HKdktObQs8KcQ3-2Bb-2F7X-2BD1FSlD7tYjFMLh4eXVKLwCFnX4xeWuuwmg0ZwEBF7FZ2K3ZbBbKDL63IRc-2BlCud82WREiJYOxaUwCs0Mw-3DL2J__xAS
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FizW-2B278Bbvg-2BZbl20mbJ7lgZINB2HKdktObQs8KcQ3-2Bb-2F7X-2BD1FSlD7tYjFMLh4eXVKLwCFnX4xeWuuwmg0ZwEBF7FZ2K3ZbBbKDL63IRc-2BlCud82WREiJYOxaUwCs0Mw-3DL2J__xAS
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FizW-2B278Bbvg-2BZbl20mbJ7l7jlV7eM3l6GA4bOllW-2BUYQLAW1EBLlAWcRi6315aSY5v9Vyhsv6FI-2F24aWiR52cwGOPMwSaMrEI-2BxDcZqIMHzWhOSqSGRR-2F-2FxizzMb4Lxfx94jWqVjsz
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FizW-2B278Bbvg-2BZbl20mbJ7l7jlV7eM3l6GA4bOllW-2BUYQLAW1EBLlAWcRi6315aSY5v9Vyhsv6FI-2F24aWiR52cwGOPMwSaMrEI-2BxDcZqIMHzWhOSqSGRR-2F-2FxizzMb4Lxfx94jWqVjsz
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FizW-2B278Bbvg-2BZbl20mbJ7lFeDewj2FRI53IiCCM0iuzDaJdnIjns0g-2F2ucHGx0JX4-3Dy1sJ_xAS4fg9a1FH0D-2Ff-2BXZtv2IszKSKqLzxkHTfQibRQANMJHfuHXijAoYbNgIrgFdWym4u3v
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FizW-2B278Bbvg-2BZbl20mbJ7lh3wY6p-2Fmf0iX2ru5n0XI4qMDoCaW75dIt6gO3cC9kjHQ5wRc0rBrxQyoxxM7h7r4JjfH_xAS4fg9a1FH0D-2Ff-2BXZtv2IszKSKqLzxkHTfQibRQANMJHfuHXij


 

FHC News & Events No. 172, May 2026        9 

E-MAG SNIPPETS                                                                                                                 

From Ross McDonald 

Some items of interest from recent electronic Journals. Access 
the full issues by logging on to the FHC Members’ Area 
https://www.familyhistory.asn.au/ go to:                                  
Publications | Society Magazines, then scroll down to see 
what is available. Happy browsing. 
 
VICTORIA 
KILMORE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
December 2025 
 
Walk Book Finished  

The book covers 80 of Kilmore’s more interesting historic 
buildings, including some that are no more than memories. 
The book is organized in 6 walks, allowing visitors to explore 
Sydney Street, Powlett Street, Fitzroy Street, Western                       
Kilmore. Eastern Kilmore, and a nostalgic tour of Lost                  
Kilmore. The price will be $25 in soft covers, plus postage and 
packaging if mailed. 
 
Paul McCartney In Kilmore 
Many Kilmore residents would not be aware that Paul 
McCartney, the musician who rose to fame with the Beatles 
and later Wings, stayed in Kilmore in 1975 and considered 
buying a property here. 
 

ACT 

FAMILY HISTORY ACT 

March 2026 

An interesting read: The Men from Snowy River by Annette 
Fitzgerald 
 
The Snowy River march began with calls for Australian Army 
recruits during the First World War, after the military tragedy 
at Gallipoli. The march started with 12 men at Delegate and 
finished some 221 miles away in Goulbourn with 144 men. 
 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

PARRAMATTA FEMALE FACTORY FRIENDS 

Summer 2026 

‘OUR GIRLS’ - the First Female Factory - Anne 
Mathews and Beth Matthews 

A Timeline from 1791 to 1821. 

The story of the First Female Factory in Parramatta, often 
referred to as ‘the Room Above the Gaol’ is a complex and 
fascinating one. The management of the female convicts and 
the provision of adequate accommodation and work was an 
ongoing challenge.  
   
 

This timeline focuses on the key events, persons involved with 
early manufacture in the Colony and the associated                         
employment of convict women, providing a background to the 
construction of the Macquarie Factory and Barracks, 1818-
1821. 
 
1st February, 1821 
The Female Convicts were removed this Day from the Old to 
the New Factory of Parramatta; there being109 Women and 
71 Children accommodated therein. - Lachlan Macquarie, 
Journal Entry. 
 

QUEENSLAND 

BUNDABERG GENEALOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
 December 2025 

 
Irish Names 
If you’ve been tracing your Irish roots and keep hitting dead 
ends, you may be wondering if it has something to do with a 
missing Mac or O' in your ancestor's surname. 
 
Why did they "Drop the O"? 
The prefix Ó (meaning "from" or "descendant of") is unique to 
Ireland and appears in well-known surnames such as O’Brien, 
O’Connor, O’Neill, O’Sullivan and so on. In the Irish                       
language, it is written as Ó and spelled aloud as "Oh-
fada" (long Oh). The apostrophe form O' is used exclusively 
in English, originating as a practical short-hand in English 
writing and printing systems. 
 
It wasn't until the Gaelic Revival of the late 19th century that 
our ancestors began to see Irish prefixes as part of their           
national identity and reclaim them. 
 
In Ireland, surname spellings were far from fixed until well 
into the 20th century. That means your great-great-
grandfather’s name might appear in half a dozen different 
forms across church registers, census returns, land records, 
and immigration lists. Remember, Irish surnames were living, 
evolving forms. 
 

ENGLAND 

KENT 
KENT FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
December 2025 
 
Interesting Website - HEIR - Historic Environment          
Image Resource 
HEIR’s mission is to rescue neglected and endangered             
photographic archives, unlock their research potential, and 
make them available to the public. https://heir.arch.ox.ac.uk/ 

...c0nt. on page 10  

https://heir.arch.ox.ac.uk/
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From Ross McDonald   

...cont. from page 9. 

LANCASHIRE 

MANCHESTER & LANCASHIRE FAMILY HISTORY    
SOCIETY 

No. 4 2025 

The Problem by John Marsden 
Back in 2001, MLFHS volunteers transcribed the memorial 
plaques at Manchester Crematorium. Perhaps the most              
mysterious of these was on the west wall of the old chapel and 
simply said: S. H. P. died February 25 1902 aged 76. 
 
Because the Crematorium's registers were destroyed in 1940, 
it seemed at the time that the identity of S.H.P. would remain 
a mystery. The Solution – Wild Cards using Free BMD. 
Interesting detective work. 
 
Britain’s First Power Couple: The Life and Times of         
Mr & Mrs Churchill - A Talk by Stephen Irwin             
John Churchill’s father, Winston, was a Royalist officer in the 
Civil War and Sarah’s father, Richard Jennings, was a                  
Royalist MP. Both families were from the minor gentry and 
forfeited their fortunes and lands after the Civil War for being 
on the Royalist side. 

LONDON 

LONDON, WESTMINSTER & MIDDLESEX FAMILY             
HISTORY SOCIETY 

December 2025 

All Hallows Staining 
This church, which stood in Mark Lane in the City of London, 
is first mentioned in 1177. It survived the Great Fire only to 
collapse in 1671, having been undermined by too many               
burials. 
 
Facebook Report 
We continue to promote the Society with a hopefully              
nteresting mix of London and family history posts. There are 
all sorts of interesting statistics available about the page, such 
as the fact that 20% of our followers come from Australia, 8% 
from the USA, 3.5% from Canada and 2.5% from                 
New Zealand.  Any member who is on Facebook is, of course, 
welcome to join in. https://facebook.com/LWMFHS 
 
SHROPSHIRE 

SHROPSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

December 2025 

‘Read all about it’ 
At the start of September The British Newspaper Archive              
released what they describe as ‘a smorgasbord of historical 
Shropshire newspapers for you to enjoy’ with the addition of 
288,672 new pages from historical Shropshire newspapers. 

 
The digitised newspapers are available to view for a                                     
subscription fee via:                                                                                                        
the British Newspaper Archive                                                           
(https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/)                                  
  or 
Findmypast  (https://www.findmypast.co.uk/).  
 
Note that both of these sources are available free in 
the FHC Resource Centre. 
 
SCOTLAND 
 
FIFE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
Autumn 2025 
 
Some Witches of Fife 
A whirlwind tour of the 173 years of the witch trials with        
stories from the local Cupar Presbytery and other parts of 
Fife. 
 
SHETLAND FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
Yule 2025 
 
WW2 Reminiscences - By Kenneth Anderson 
I was born in the hamlet of Reawick on the west-side of             
Shetland. My parents rented a large laird’s house on Ha’ 
which had about 300 acres of farmland including a hundred 
acres arable. They farmed mainly sheep with a few crops.  
They ran the house as a summer hotel during the 1930s     
mainly with produce from the farm.  
 
When World War II  commenced, visitors from the South 
dried up. Also, the owner of Reawick House, who was living in 
the South, wanted to return to Shetland to avoid the war.          
Little did he realise that both the Shetland and Orkney Isles 
would be of strategic importance during that war! 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 

LA SOCIETE GUERNESIAISE 

Winter 2025 

Salvation Army Occupation Diaries - The diaries of  
Joseph Griffith, 1940-44, 1947 Edited by Brian De        
Jersey  

.. diaries of Commandant Joseph Griffith, who was based at 
L'Islet during the Occupation. Born in 1871, Commandant 
Griffith, who came to Guernsey with his wife towards the end 
of the First War to take charge of L'Islet Corps, lived at Ville 
Baudu, and died in Guernsey in 1947. … The Salvation Army 
were suppressed by the occupying forces, and the diaries       
provide much detail of interest to students of the Occupation. 
 

...cont.on page 11 

 

https://facebook.com/LWMFHS
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/
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From Ross McDonald 

...cont. from page 10 

IRELAND 

ROOTSIRELAND & IRISH FAMILY HISTORY                            
FOUNDATION 

2025 

New Records 
Advice of recently uploaded records to our database at 
www.rootsireland.ie. Read more about the various records 
which have been uploaded in recent years on our blog at 
www.rootsireland.ie/category/blog/ 
 
RootsIreland is available free on computers for 
Members in the FHC Resource Centre 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
LIMERICK MAN’S DIARY GOES ONLINE 
Limerick Genealogy was delighted to have worked with South 
Australian Greg Were and his family on researching his great 
great grandfather John John Fitzgerald who was born in 
Shanagolden parish, County Limerick in 1856 and emigrated 
in 1876.  
Interestingly John John returned to visit family and friends in 
west Limerick in 1912 and wrote an account in his diary.  
 
Greg and family travelled from South Australia to  County 
Limerick in September to retrace his great great grandfather’s 
visit in 1912, tying in with the Askeaton 825 celebrations. 
 
This 1912 diary and indeed all of John John’s surviving       
diaries, while in Australia from 1885 to 1918, are now                
digitised and freely accessible online at    
  www.johnjohn60.com. 

NEW UPLOADS 
Salford City, Greater Manchester and Newark, Nottinghamshire  

These newly uploaded digital burial and cremation records for Salford go up to 2024 and Newark up to 2021.  
 
These new additional records join the historic records, and offer even more opportunities to discover and reconnect with your 
recent family history. 
 
Remember you can search the Deceased Online website at home and then visit the Resource Centre to view the full record 
for free.  
 

DeceasedOnline available is free on computers for Members in the FHC Resource Centre 

http://www.rootsireland.ie
http://www.rootsireland.ie/category/blog/
http://www.johnjohn60.com
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  WANDERING THE WEB 

  With Marianne Redfern 

  Email:mazpaz72@hotmail.com 

https://guides.sl.nsw.gov.au/shipping_passengers/au - the Australasian Genealogical Computer Index (AGCI), 1839 is split 

into four volumes, with two of the volumes (1 and 3) indexing unassisted passengers and crew lists found in Family History 

Societies and Institutions across Australia and New Zealand. Found in some notes at home. 

https://www.freecen.org.uk – this site searches the nearest 100 places (with data) to the selected starting place. The 

FreeCEN database is just a finding tool, verify any result with the actual census at your local resource centre. Found in an 

early copy of ‘Lost Cousins’. 

http://www.monkhouse.com.au – Monkhouse Funerals keep a list of unclaimed ashes. You would need to ring them. From 

the 2019’ Website Wandering’ booklet. 

https://www.rchsimagearchive.org.uk – the Railway & Canal Historical Society preserves for posterity, the photographs, 

drawings, maps, plans and other media images collected by members during their lifetimes. Read on for more information. 

From an old copy of ‘Family History Federation’. 

https://www.kipioneers.org/famlies - this is an index to the pages of the Descendants of the people who first arrived on           

Kangaroo Island. They are listed with their birth names. You need to read on to access the Alphabetical Listing. From a        

recent visit to this special place. 

https://england’simmigrants.gov.uk – England’ Immigrants 1330-1550, is a fully searchable database containing over 

64,000 names of people known to have migrated to England during the period of the Hundred Years’ War and the Black 

Death, the Wars of the Roses and the Reformation. The Database allows users to search on a wide range of criteria. Enter a 

name, place or term into the ‘Quick Search’ box or click on ‘Advanced Search’ and follow the instructions. From an old copy 

of ‘Who Do You Think You Are’. 

https://www.turtleconsolidatedservices.nsw.com.au – this company offers a comprehensive family history service in a 

friendly, professional, timely and affordable manner. This website replaces the website on the brochures in the Resource 

Centre. From previous research. 

https://www.ryersonindex.org – The Ryerson Index is a free index to death notices appearing in Australian Newspapers.  

The date range covered extends from the Sydney Gazette of 1803 up to current and is ongoing. Found while searching for 

another website. 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/Colombia_Cath - The Colombia, Catholic Church Records (1576-2017) collection,              

contains over 3 million indexed records and 12 million images of baptisms, marriages events across Colombian parishes. 

From an old copy of ‘Traces’ magazine in the Resource Centre. 

https://www.bfhs.org.uk – The Bedfordshire Family History Society allows access to Poor Law papers, but you might need to 

become a member. Prior to 1834, help was administered by local Parishes. Search the ‘Bedfordshire Parish Poor Law Papers 

1662-1834 Index’. The Index gives the name of the individual, the Poor Law document issued, and the parish or parishes  

concerned. From a copy of their Journal. 

https://eresources.sl.nsw.gov.au/mariners-ships-au - this website covers the movement of mariners and passengers into 

Sydney from the NSW State Records Shipping Inward Lists from the Shipping Master’s Office. From researching the ‘2019 

Website Wandering Booklet’. 

 

https://guides.sl.nsw.gov.au/shipping_passengers/au
https://www.freecen.org.uk
http://www.monkhouse.com.au
https://www.rchsimagearchive.org.uk
https://www.kipioneers.org/famlies
https://england’simmigrants.gov.uk
https://www.turtleconsolidatedservices.nsw.com.au
https://www.ryersonindex.org
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/Colombia_Cath
https://www.bfhs.org.uk
https://eresources.sl.nsw.gov.au/mariners-ships-au
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FAMILY HISTORY & INTEREST GROUPS 

 

Bendigo F.H.G:   No meeting this month 
Contact:  bendigogen@familyhistoryconnections.org.au 

                                                                                                           
DNA Interest Group:  Meets 4th Tuesday of the month (ZOOM MEETINGS ONLY)               
Next meeting:  26th May April at 7.30 - 9.30pm.                                                                                      
Convenor:   Ann Mushet                                                                                                                                                                                
N.B.  You must have D.N.A. Results already before joining this group. 
 
Early Victoria & Tasmania:  Meets on 1st Saturday of each month                                                          
Next Meeting: 2nd May at 10.00am 
Venue:   Blackburn RSL - 2 Diggers Way, Blackburn  3130.  (No Zoom this month)                                                  
Contact:  Bronwen Bennett:  bronwen@usec.com.auMarch 
 
Ireland:  Meeting on the 2nd Wednesday via Zoom  
Next Meeting:  13th May at 2.00pm   
Editor:  Vicki Box:  victoriabox39@gmail.com     
 
London & Home Counties:   Meets on 2nd Tuesday of each month                                                   
Next Meeting:  12th May at 1.30pm                                                                                                              
Venue:  F.H.C. Resource Centre & Zoom.                                                                                                                            
 
Scotland:  Meets on 2nd Thursday via Zoom                                                                                               
Next meeting: 14th May at 7.30pm.                                                                                                           
Contact:  Merrin:  questeve@optusnet.com.au                                                                       
                 
South West England:  Meets on 2nd Friday of each Month                                                                            
Next meeting:  8th May at 1.30pm.  Doors open 12.30pm  (Bring Lunch)                                                     
Venue:  F.H.C. Resource Centre and Zoom.                                                                                                   
Contact:  Jillian Davies:  jilliandavies52@optusnet.com.au 
                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Contact for Interest Groups (unless stated): 

info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au 

Northern Counties  
Meets on 3rd Friday of each month                                                                                                                            
Next Meeting:  15th May at 2.00pm.                                                                                                           
Venue: F.H.C. Resource Centre.                                                                                                                              
  
 

DISCUSSION GROUP 

mailto:bendigogen@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
mailto:bronwen@usec.com.au
mailto:victoriabox39@gmail.com
mailto:questeve@optusnet.com.au
mailto:jilliandavies52@optusnet.com.au
mailto:info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
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            DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Articles for the next Newsletter may be emailed to:   

cherylaigs@y7mail.com by 23rd May 2026  

PLEASE NOTE:  To provide advance notice of events so people can plan their time, the Newsletter is  

distributed before the month commences.  To make sure your article is included, please submit it in the month prior to the 

event.   

Regards                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Cheryl - Editor. 

 
May 2 10.00am Early Victoria and Tasmania Interest Group - Meeting - Blackburn R.S.L., 2 Diggers Way,                    
   Blackburn.  (No Zoom this month) 
 
May 8 1.30pm  South West England Interest Group - F.H.C. Resource Centre  & Zoom.  (Doors open at 12.30pm.  
   Bring Lunch.)  
 
May 10 10.00am Tour of F.H.C. Resource Centre.  (see p. 5) 
 
May 12 1.30pm  London & Home Counties Interest Group - Meeting - F.H.C. Resource Centre & Zoom.                                                
 
May 13 2.00pm  Ireland Interest Group - Meeting - Zoom Only 
 
May 14 7.30pm  Scotland Interest Group - Meeting - Zoom Only 
 
May 15  2.00pm Northern Counties Discussion Group - Meeting - F.H.C. Resource Centre. 
 
May 16 2.00pm Is D.N.A. a  Game Changer for your Family History Story?                                                         
   F.H.C.  Resource Centre.   (see page 5) 
              
May 20 7.30pm  Wednesday Webinar Zoom Talk   (see p. 1)                                                                                                                             
   “Family Military - Advancing the basic military information of your ancestors                  
   into telling their story”.  Speaker:  Wendy Eldridge 
 
May 22 10.00am Friday Zoom Class   (see p. 5)                                                                                                                           
   “Memories:  Remember - Record” 
 
May 26   6.30pm ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - ZOOM ONLY.   (see p. 2) 
 
May 26  7.30pm DNA Interest Group - Meeting - Zoom Only   
 
May 31 12.00pm ANNUAL LUNCH - Box Hill Golf Club, 202 Station St., Box Hill. 
 
May 31 1.00pm Free Starting Out Class - Session 1 - F.H.C. Resource Centre.   (see p. 5) 
 
 
Jun 7 1.00pm Free Starting Out Class - Session 2 - F.H.C. Resource Centre.   (see p.5) 
 
    
   Bendigo Family History Group - Meeting - Bendigo Goldfields Library, Ground Floor,                                      
   255 Hargreaves St., Bendigo.  No meeting this month. 
 
 
   ________________________________________________________ 
 

mailto:cherylaigs@y7mail.com
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Address:      1/41 Railway Ave., Blackburn Vic.  3130 
Address:      PO Box 2010, Forest Hill, 3131  
Email:           info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au 
Telephone:  9877 3789 
Website:   www.familyhistoryconnections.org.au 

Resource Centre Hours: 
 
Mon, Tues, Wed, Sat. :  10am–4pm.  
 
Closed Public Holidays & Christmas to New Year. 

If you do not wish to receive this Newsletter please email info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au                                                                    

requesting your name be deleted from the distribution list.  

If you change your email address please send an email to info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au 

Information contained in this document is believed by Family History connections (FHC) to be accurate at the time of        

publication. While every care has been taken in its preparation, professional advice should be sought when necessary.         

FHC cannot be held liable for any errors or omissions in this publication or for damage arising from its supply,                           

performance or use, and makes no warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied in relation to this publication. 

Subscription Databases available free for Members in the Library 

MyAncestry                   

Family Tree Online 

President:                                                                    
Gail White 
 
Vice Presidents:                                                   
Bronwen Bennett and Susan Hurley  
 
Treasurer:                                                               
Gregor Mason 
 
Secretary:                                                                 
Carolann Thomson 
 
Councillors: 

Bronwen Bennett:  Interest Groups                          

Coordinator 

Mary Cleary - Events Coordinator &             

Property  & Maintenance Manager 

Darralyn Cusack:  Membership Secretary 

Wendy Eldridge:  Volunteers Coordinator 

Gary Fitzgerald:  Network Administrator  

Susan Hurley - Social Media 

Gail White - Records Manager 

 

Non-Council Positions: 

Cheryl Heazlewood - News & Events Editor  

Linda Farrell - Website   

Pauline Turville - VAFHO Representative 

mailto::info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
mailto::info@aigs.org.au

