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NEWS & EVENTS

FHC Wednesday Webinars
Zoom talk on Wednesday 21t October 2026

Time: 6.30pm — Note Earlier Start Time!!

Vignet es of NZSG Resources & 2027 AFFHO Congress
Presented by Sarah Hewitt, Inmediate Past Chair, New Zealand Society of Genealogists

When your family history research takes you to New Zealand (and it will!), the resources
of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists (NZSG) will be invaluable. In this
presentation, past Chair Sarah Hewitt will provide a series of examples of how the NZSG's
resources have helped her in her own research and allowed her to find more about the
stories of her family.

Want to combine overseas travel and genealogy? The 2027 AFFHO Congress “Across the
Tasman” is a 3-day feast of family history. Sarah will discuss the range of presentation
topics, the stimulating Keynote speakers and Masterclasses. Come and share your passion
with fellow genealogists. Dates are 11 — 14 February 2027, Wellington, NZ.

https://affhocongress.or:
Across the Tasman
Natural Allies & Strong Cannections
&% |14 fabrucry 2027, welington, New zacland

Sarah has been doing family history research since before the internet. Her research has
taken her from New Zealand to Australia, the British Isles, USA and China. She recently
finished a six-year term on the Board of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists (NZSG),
five of those as Chair. She is excited to be part of the planning committee for the 18th
AFFHO Congress on Family History which the NZSG is hosting in Wellington next
February.

New Zealand Society

of Genealogists, Inc.

FHC members: Free - no need to register.

The Zoom link will be emailed a few days prior to the webinar. ] ]
-

Non-members: Cost $10.00. :|:'

Register by either: “H

Online payment - ™

https://www.familyhistory.asn.au/layout.php?p=116

OR

Scan the QR Code (opposite)

with your Mobile Phone
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

It has been an amazing month at Family

History Connections, with more
exciting times ahead.

We hosted two groups at the Resource
Centre during the past four weeks and
have picked up over 12 new members.
Susan Hurley & Gail White spoke as a
part of Whitehorse Heritage Week at
Vermont South Library and John Ewart
presented to the Heidelberg View Club.

If you are a member of a U3A Genealogy group or a more
general group, who may like to know who we are and
what we do, you are welcome to contact the Office or
Robyn O'Brien, our new Events Coordinator
(events@familyhistoryconnections.org.au) to find a
suitable time or speaker . . . and we will provide morning
or afternoon tea if they come to us.

Chris Fleet, from the National Library of Scotland,

addressed our Wednesday Webinar and spoke about their

map collection, encompassing not just maps of Scotland
but also England, Ireland and Wales. They hold over

1 million maps but 'only' about 450,000 have been
digitised to date. His knowledge of maps and their
applications left me feeling exhausted but excited. His
presentation is in the Members' Area on our website and
well worth viewing.

Members may have heard that we are revising Marjorie
Morgan's 1982/3 book on the Old Melbourne Cemetery.
Our aim is to publish it at the end of 2027, at which time

we would also like to launch an interactive Old Melbourne

Cemetery website. To achieve this, we are offering all
members the opportunity to help in a small or large way.

We will be taking the names from Marjorie's books and
encourage members to "adopt " a name/names with a

view to completing a biographical profile of that person or

family name. (We already have a couple of members
working on it, who could not wait.)

There is a template, so you won't need to start from
scratch and we are limiting the profile to 500-1,000
words. If you would like more information or to be in-
volved, call or email the Office.
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The second opportunity to become involved is more la-
bour intensive. Whilst the Office will be coordinating the
website submissions, I will be working on the new edition
of Marjorie's book. We have already been speaking with
editor, Susan Pierotti of Creative Text and publisher Syl-
vie Blair of BookPod but I need someone to help me pull it
all together.

If this appeals to you, please get in touch with me at

president@familyhistoryconnections.org.au.

I was always told, the more you become involved in an
organisation the more you get from it. How about giving it
ago...

Bronwen Bennett

Whitehorse History Week: Unlocking the Past Through Land Records

As part of this year’s Whitehorse History Week, the
Vermont Library hosted a captivating Land
Record workshop on Wednesday, 16 September
2026.

Presented by local history experts Gail White and Susan
Hurley, the fully booked event saw 48
enthusiastic participants dive deep into the
fascinating world of Victorian land records. Attendees
learned how to navigate archives and uncover the hidden
stories behind local properties through three informative
sessions:
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e Squattage to Settlement: A fascinating look
into the early historical divisions of land in Victoria.

e Dating a Property: Practical tips on identifying
the age of a house to streamline land record searches.

e Researching Your Own Home: A step-by-step

guide to uncovering the history, previous owners, and
stories of the houses we live in today.

Feedback from the day was overwhelmingly positive, with
many attendees eager to begin their own archival
research.

Susan Hurley.
Councillor for Social Media


mailto:events@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
mailto:president@familyhistoryconnections.org.au

FRIDAY ZOOM CLASSES

On the 4th Friday of the month at 10.00am

The next meeting is on:
Friday 23rd October.

Topic: Using AI Features on
FamilySearch

Learn how to navigate this useful tool.

Join Meeting: https://uso6web.zoom.us/j/87047954140

TOUR OF F.H.C. RESOURCE CENTRE

Tours of F.H.C. Resource Centre are available on the 2nd  This month’s tour is on:

Saturday of the month.

They help new members to familiarise themselves with all

the resources we have available.

Saturday 10th October at 10.00am.

FREE STARTING OUT CLASSES - 2026

Starting Out Classes are provided free for new Members to help them start their family history journey. They will be held in
the Meeting Room of the F.H.C. Resource Centre from 1:00pm to 3:00pm on the dates below. Please arrive by 12.50pm.

Last and first Sunday of each month

Class 1 - Australia
Class 1 - Australia

25 October
29 November

1 November
6 December

Class 2 - Britain
Class 2 - Britain

Bookings essential: Phone 9877 3789 Email: info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au

RESEARCH AND LOOK UP SERVICES

here are four services available:

1. Research (minimum of two hours);

2. Look Ups (see form via Website for

details);

3. One on One Assistance in the Resource
Centre (maximum two hours) and

4. Data Entry (Applicants must provide
Editor’s rights to Researcher)

Full details and rates are available on the FHC
Website or on the forms in the Resource Centre

Special Offer for Regional, Interstate &
International Members.

As many members are unable to visit FHC Resource
Centre to access the records, a special research offer is
available.
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Each financial regional member is entitled to two hours of
free research each calendar year.
Any other research above this would be chargeable.

Please note: Your request must be submitted
prior to 31st October each year.

(A Regional Member is defined as one who lives more than
100km from the Resource Centre).

Enquiries: E-mail:
research @familyhistoryconnections.org.au

or by mail to:

Research Coordinator, Family History
Connections, P.O. Box 2010, Forest Hill Victoria.

3131


mailto:research@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
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Would you like to write your
family stories, but don’t know
where to start? Join us for an
interactive writing workshop

TURNING FACTS
INTO STORIES:
A Family History
Writing Workshop
for Beginners

No experience is necessary,
just an interest in creating
stories to share with
your family.

Sunday, 18 October 2026
12:30pm to 4:30pm

Library open from 11.30am

ro ce § thrillers for lunch - BYO

at gain prices

to help you get started with
your writing.

Scan the QR code to book your
spot or login

starting from 25 cents!
rmp_sm%.t_r.ymmm

10AM - 4PM

Afternoon Tea provided

Bookings Open until
Wednesday, 14 October 2026

Cost: $25 FHC Members
$40 Non Members

Places are limited.

1/41 Railway Road (cnr of Queen Street)
Biod(bumVICHSO
ﬂ\oRailmyStuhon

in the undercover car
0 Like us on Facebook

. 039877 3789 B info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au

STOP COLLECTING NAMES - START TELLING THEIR STORIES

Do you have folders full of census records, old certificates, °
and family trees, but don't know how to turn them into an
actual story?

No previous creative writing experience is required.
Bring one or two genealogical documents (like a census
sheet, military record, or certificate) and a notebook or

. . . . laptop.
Join us for From Facts to Stories: A Family History aptop

Writing Workshop for Beginners.

In this hands-on, 4-hour session, you will learn how to look
past dry genealogical data to uncover the human heartbeat
beneath.

Date: Sunday 18 October 2026

Time: 12.30 — 4.30 (with library open at 11.30 for lunch

Through practical prompts, step-by-step guidance, and - BYO)

supportive peer feedback, you will learn how to:

e 0O Decode old documents for hidden event and sensory
clues.

@ Location: Family History Connections office,
Blackburn

e 4 [ Safely and ethically write through "brick walls" and

¢* Register here: via Trybooking or at the Office
research gaps.

(See advertisement above.)

e [ ] Breathe life into your ancestors' daily routines and

environments $25 for members; $40 for non-members
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U3A RESOURCE CENTRE ADVENTURE

w Recently we invited U3A Croydon
1l to join us for a session at the
Resource Centre in lieu of their

i usual meeting on a Thursday.

The session came about at the

M instigation of Leonard Pearsell, a
founding AIGS member and
leader of the Genealogy Group at
Croydon.

**A[ Generated Photo
(see below)

The train was a great conduit between Croydon and
Blackburn. There was a happy buzz in the room as people
discussed family history with fellow enthusiasts. Most made
headway with their research and had a very productive four
hours under the guidance of our Library Assistants — Jenny
Moody, Mary Rawson and Bev Wilson.

Thanks to our LAs and to Mary Cleary for her assistance in
signing up members and baking the cake for afternoon tea!

If you belong to a U3A Genealogy Group, please consider
bringing your group for a free session at the Resource Centre.
It was pleasure to host people who were so interested in their
research and we can help your group too.

Contact Robyn O’Brien who is our Events Coordinator to
make arrangements at

events@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
Darralyn Cusack

** The U3A saga continues ...... Bronwyn asked me to include
a picture of the day.....well of course I didn’t take any photos
so I resorted to using my Al buddy.

I gave the instruction - create a picture of family historians
from U3A enjoying research at a library. Nano Banana 2
created a picture; I asked with a bank of library books across
the back.

The photo at the top is the creation. Not wanting to publish
photos of people without their permission, I asked: who are
the people in this photo?

Here is the response - The people in this photo are fictional
characters created by an AI image generator.

They do not represent real individuals. Instead, the image
was generated to depict a generic group of U3A
(University of the Third Age) family historians
enjoying genealogy research together in a library setting.

Goodness me — lucky I am using this AI resource for
good........

Cheers
Darralyn
(areal person not in the photo!!)

CALLING OUR SCOTTISH BRETHREN - THURSDAY 12 NOVEMBER AT 7.30PM

Everyone has a Scottish ancestor somewhere in their family
tree! If you haven’t found one yet we are offering you a
great opportunity.

We are pleased to have Emma Maxwell from Scottish Indexes
present to FHC through the Scotland Interest Group and
show us how to navigate this valuable research resource.

Emma Maxwell is a professional genealogist and co-founder of
Scottish Indexes. Since 2001, she and her husband, Graham
Maxwell, have painstakingly indexed thousands of historic
Scottish family history records, opening them up to researchers
worldwide.

Emma serves as secretary of the Scottish Genealogy Network
and sits on the National Records of Scotland customer advisory
panel.

In 2020, Emma and Graham launched the Scottish Indexes
Conference series, which has grown into a trusted international
forum for family historians. Through her work, she reveals the
human stories hidden in archival records, bringing Scotland's
past vividly to life.

Emma has appeared on BBC's Who Do You Think You Are? and
is a regular speaker at major genealogy conferences, where she
shares practical methods and insights to make Scottish family
history accessible and inspiring.

https://www.apgen.org/users/emma-victoria-maxwell
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Emma has a wealth of knowledge to share with us and we are
very excited to have the opportunity to hear from her.

We extend an invitation to all FHC members who are
investigating Scotland whether you are a member of our
Interest Group or not — this session is free to all FHC
members.

Thursday 12 November at 7.30pm.

Please contact me by Wednesday 11 November to receive the
link to access the session and join our Scotland Interest
Group for an interesting experience on Thursday 12
November at 7.30pm.

Darralyn Cusack
membership@familyhistoryconnections.org.au

For more information go to:

https://www.scottishindexes.com


mailto:events@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
https://www.apgen.org/users/emma-victoria-maxwell
mailto:membership@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
mailto:https://www.scottishindexes.com

NEW MEMBERS WHO HAVE JOINED FAMILY HISTORY CONNECTIONS

I believe that it has been remiss of me not to welcome new
members regularly. Let me make amends! This year our new
members have come from close by and far afield — from
Blackburn to Queensland, SA and NSW. Please make them
welcome if you see them at the Resource Centre or in an
Interest Group meeting. All new members are invited to join
an interest group and embrace a new clan to help with your
research!

Welcome to: Jeffrey ALLAN, Rodney APPLETON,
Margaret ATHERTON, Anne BAKER, Joyce BASTON,
John BOYLETT, Margaret BURGESS, Janette CROWE,
Karen DUFF, Stewart FAIRBAIRN, Peter GLADMAN,
Wendy GOODWIN, Russell GRAY, Jacqueline GREEN,
Glenda GRIBBLE, Paul HARRIS, Judith KING,

David LEWIS, Jane MACISAAC, Rochelle MAY,

Linda NEILL, Jan O'SULLIVAN, Marie PLEUGER,
Alison ROSE, Cameron RICHARDS, Alison ROE,
Susan SEWELL, Judy SHEVLIN, Leanne SMILEY,
Lynette THOMPSON, Glenice TURNER, Linda TYLER,
Robert STEVENS, Leonie WILLIS, Anna ZAMECZNIK

If you know one of our new members, or they could be
related, and would like to be in touch with them, let me
know and I will pass on your email for contact.

Remember — many of our new members come from your
recommendation and we are seeking your assistance in
bringing more into the fold!

Darralyn Cusak
Membership Secretary

membership@familyhistoryconnections.org.au

BERKSHIRE PARISH REGISTERS AVAILABLE ON ANCESTRY

Berkshire Family History Society published this interesting
information on 12 September. If you are interested in
Berkshire, their e-journal Berkshire Family Historian can be
read in our Members area under Publications, Societies
Magazines.

Berkshire parish registers available on
Ancestry

After a long wait, Ancestry has released the Berkshire Parish
Records.

The official launch has not been announced yet, because
adding and indexing massive data sets takes time and needs
checking. It's hard to keep a lid on these things and the news
has escaped through unofficial channels. For now, search
results may be patchy while Ancestry puts the finishing
touches to the indexes, and access to some or all of the
images is limited.

You've been able to find Berkshire parish register
transcriptions on Findmypast and through our data CDs and
downloads for many years - all produced by our team of
experienced voluntary transcribers.
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Now you will be able to see facsimiles of the original registers
without having to visit the Royal Berkshire Archive.

Our 1.9 million+ and growing transcriptions aren't going
anywhere. They will remain available as a source of
carefully-checked human transcriptions; and we transcribe
the whole record, including marginal information such as
officiating ministers, witnesses etc where it exists. We will
continue to transcribe even though we appear to have been
leapfrogged by Ancestry. You may wonder why?

Family History Society transcriptions are a classic
application of the fast-cheap-accurate trilemma - sometimes
referred to as the iron triangle. You can only pick two. You
can have it fast and accurate but it won't be cheap - you can
have it fast and cheap but it won't be accurate - you can have
it accurate and cheap but it won't be fast. We are proud to be
the last combination. It remains to be seen where Ancestry
sits on the triangle.

We'll keep you updated on the official launch date.


mailto:membership@familyhistoryconnections.org.au

SEE WHERE THEY LIVED - EXPLORING HISTORIC MAPS

For first-time visitors, the sheer scale of the
site can feel overwhelming. Fortunately, NLS
Maps Curator Chris Fleet guided FHC
members through its key features during
September’s Wednesday Webinar.

Do you have ancestors who lived in England, Scotland, Wales
or either of the Irelands? Or perhaps your family’s story
stretches further afield to India, Pakistan, Burma or Hong
Kong. Do you know the town, street, village or farm they
called home? How far they walked to church or school?
Whether their surroundings were hilly, flat, forested or
swampy? Chris recommends beginning with the Guided
Tour, but the best introduction is undoubtedly
Historic maps can help you explore these questions and his presentation—now available for members
bring richer detail to your ancestors’ lives. One of the most to watch (or re-watch) on the FHC website. The webinar is
highly recommended map collections for the British Isles—  titled "Tracing Scottish Ancestors with Online Maps”.
and several former British colonies—is the National Library
of Scotland’s (NLS) Maps website: https://maps.nls.uk/ To access the recording: Login — Resources — Webinar
Presentations — Zoom Sessions — Wednesday
With more than 450,000 historic maps available online, the Webinars

site offers an extraordinary resource. Most are Ordnance Past webinars include a link to download the video.
Survey maps, but the collection also includes WW1 trench

maps, county, town and estate maps, and detailed fire While you’re there, you may enjoy browsing the extensive
insurance plans—many naming the owner or occupier of Wednesday Webinar back catalogue.

each property.

Enjoy exploring the National Library of Scotland’s
The website features an interactive Georeferenced Overlays = Maps collection and discovering how geography, terrain and

viewer and a powerful side-by-side comparison tool changing landscapes shaped the places your ancestors once
that lets you view old and modern maps together. knew.

ADVERTISEMENT FROM TROVE - 1936

HELP US TO HELP OTHERS

MORTICIAN COMPANY
OF AUSTRALASIA

Undertakers and Funeral
Directors
To the general public at reduced rates
Telephone: HAWTHORN 628
(Two lines)
Head Office:
8 LINGWELL RD., AUBURN E.3

Remember this firm is 100 per

cent. Labor  Ask your friends to

ask us about our Labor funerals.

A phone call, day or night, and a

representative will call and help
rou In vour hour of need

UNIONISM IS STRENGTH
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Jane Sherrard’s New Home

Margaret Watts, 16 August 2026

My great grandparents, John Silk Sherrard junior and his wife Jane, nee Potter, started marital life in Melbourne in 1876.
Neither however would have contemplated that they would ultimately probably hold the record for the most unusual living
arrangement in Hampton.

When John and Jane’s fortunes fluctuated in the depression, he left to find work in North West Tasmania. Jane stayed on
with their four daughters in Melbourne’s Tin Pan Alley and she worked as a midwife.

Jane was also entrepreneurial and built a home at 12 Crisp Street, Hampton which was later extended and a long bungalow
added to accommodate holiday-makers who rented rooms from her circa 1912 - 1918. (The house was built by a Mr. Frank
Jackman who was the husband of one of her daughters, Florence.)

Despite living apart for years, Jane went across to Tasmania when the house was finished. She brought her husband, John,
home to Hampton where he lived in a tent in the backyard. This was confirmation that their marriage was in trouble.
Canny Jane however was able to collect 700 pounds assurance on her husband’s life as she had kept up the policy payment
for all the years he was away.

Jane Sherrard’s new home ‘The Armistead’, 12 Crisp Street Hampton in November 1911.
The woman is Edith Sherrard, my great aunt, standing next to her is a family friend.

Durham Records Online

What's New at Durham Records Online? Coming Soon

South Westoe St. Michael burials 1882-1889
Wooler removal orders 1800-1842
Tynemouth burials 1779-1802

Howick baptisms 1814-1903

Longhoughton baptisms & burials 1646-1796, marriages
1646-1753

Northumberland.

[ ]
o
o

Longhoughton St. Peter & St. Paul in the district of Alnwick,
e Monkwearmouth Scotch Church baptisms 1848-1856
o

CI‘OXdale St OSWald Catholic baDtismS 1801'1840, Durham Transcriptions in progress: Tynemouth burials pre_1779

and baptisms 1779-1784; Billingham 1602-1753; Howick

St. John Lee 1754-1778 banns marriages and burials, Saltwell Cemetery (Gateshead)

. L burials, Stamfordham marriages 1754-1792, adding
St. John Lee (St. John of Beverley) in the Hexham district of witnesses to Bishopwearmouth marriages
Northumberland

e Future parishes: Widdrington, Romaldkirk, Elsdon;

Greatham marriages 1754-1812 updated earlier records at Auckland St. Helen, Stockton St.
Greatham St. John the Baptist in the district of Hartlepool. Thomas

FHC News & Events No. 177, October 2026 8



BOOKS FOR LOAN

A history of South Africa.
Australia's birthstain: the startling legacy of the convict era.

Charles Booth's London: a portrait of the poor at the turn of the
century, drawn from his Life and Labour of the People in London.

Children's homes: a history of institutional care for Britain's young.
Colonial consorts: the wives of Victoria's governors, 1839-1900.
Convicts and colonial society, 1788-1853.

Domesday Book through nine centuries.

East Anglia's history: studies in honour of Norman Scarfe.
Essential maps for family historians.

Evidence explained: citing history sources from artefacts to
cyberspace.

Founders and pioneers of South Australia: life studies of Edward
Gibbon Wakefield, Charles Sturt, George Fife Angas, Sit John
Hindmarsh, William Light, George Gawler, David Mclaren, Augustus
Kavel and Francis Cavell.

Free passage: the reunion of Irish convicts and their families in
Australia, 1788-1852.

From the front: being the observations of Mr A. B. (Banjo) Paterson,
special war correspondent in South Africa, November 1899 to July
1900, for The Argus, The Sydney Mail, The Sydney Morning Herald.

Good food, bright fires & civility: British emigrant depots of the 19th
Century.

High seas and high teas: voyaging to Australia.
Irish battles: military history of Ireland.

Marriage law for genealogists: the definitive guide - what everyone
tracing their family history needs to know about where, when, who
and how their English ancestors married.

Melbourne after the gold rush.
Old Melbourne town before the gold rush.

Port Phillip gentlemen: and good society in Melbourne before the gold
rushes.

Pounds and pedigrees: the upper class in Victoria, 1850-80.

Research your surname and your family tree: find out what your
surname means and trace your ancestors who share it too.

FHC News & Events No. 177, October 2026

FOR LOAN - 75
FOR LOAN - 83
FOR LOAN - 93

FOR LOAN - 98
FOR LOAN - 33
FOR LOAN - 84
FOR LOAN - 67
FOR LOAN - 62
FOR LOAN - 63
FOR LOAN - 46

FOR LOAN - 86

FOR LOAN - 71

FOR LOAN - 77

FOR LOAN - 69

FOR LOAN - 66
FOR LOAN - 38
FOR LOAN - 16

FOR LOAN - 29
FOR LOAN - 28
FOR LOAN - 34

FOR LOAN - 35
FOR LOAN - 60



BOOKS FOR LOAN (cont.)

Stories from the sandstone: quarantine inscriptions from Australia's
immigrant past.

Surnames and genealogy: a new approach.
The Australians at the Boer War.
The Coast Watchers.

The convict probation system: Van Diemen's Land, 1839-1854 - a
study of the probation system of convict discipline; together with C. J.
La Trobe's 1847 report on its operation, and the 1845 report of James
Boyd on the probation station at Darlington, Maria island.

The convict settlers of Australia.

The emerald strand: the Irish-born manufacturers of nineteenth-
century Victoria.

The floating brothel: the extraordinary story of the 'Lady Julian' and
its cargo of female convicts bound for Botany Bay.

The girl from Botany Bay: the true story of the convict Mary Broad
and her extraordinary escape.

The glass soldier: not all of him should die.
The Heartland: Clackmannanshire, Perthshire and Stirlingshire.

The immigrants: the great migration from Britain to New Zealand,
1830-1890.

The Japanese thrust.

The parish chest: a study of the records of parochial administration in
England.

The rise and fall of the Victorian servant.
The rush that never ended: a history of Australian mining.

The ship thieves: the amazing tale and unfortunate life of James
Porter - Australian convict, pirate and master mariner.

The Victorian country child.

The wreck of the Neva: the horrifying fate of a convict ship and the
Irish women aboard.

Tracing your Air Force ancestors: a guide for family historians.

Tracing your ancestors from 1066 to 1837: a guide for family
historians.

Tracing your ancestors through death records: a guide for family
historians.
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BOOKS FOR LOAN (cont.)

Tracing your ancestors through local history records: a guide for
family historians.

Tracing your Boer War ancestors: soldiers of a forgotten war.
Tracing your docker ancestors: a guide for family historians.

Tracing your East Anglian ancestors: a guide for family historians.

Tracing your Freemason, Friendly Society and Trade Union ancestors:

a guide for family historians.

Tracing your Great War ancestors - the Somme: a guide for family
historians.

Tracing your insolvent ancestors: a guide for family and local
historians.

Tracing your medical ancestors: a guide for family historians.

Tracing your potteries ancestors: a guide for family and local
historians.

Tracing your shipbuilding ancestors: a guide for family historians.

Tracing your textile ancestors: a guide for family historians.

Tracing your West Country ancestors: a guide for family historians.

Victoria's colonial governors, 1839-1900.
We should've listened to grandma: women and family history.

Who were those Celts? the German-French-Swiss-Italian-Scottish-
Welsh-English-Irish-American connection.

Word to the wise: untangling the mix-ups, misuse and myths of
language.

FHC News & Events No. 177, October 2026

FOR LOAN - 68

FOR LOAN - 74
FOR LOAN - 100
FOR LOAN - 3
FOR LOAN - 102

FOR LOAN - 73

FOR LOAN - 103

FOR LOAN - 8
FOR LOAN - 101

FOR LOAN - 1

FOR LOAN - 11
FOR LOAN - 12
FOR LOAN - 36
FOR LOAN - 40
FOR LOAN - 43

FOR LOAN - 23

11



WANDERING THE WEB

With Marianne Redfern

Email:mazpaz72@hotmail.com

https://dbnews.americanancestors.org/research-catalog/bib - this project highlights heads of families mentioned in Torrey’s
New England Marriages to 1700, focusing on emigrating individuals from 1641. You might need to become a member to
access records. From a copy of ‘American Ancestors’.

https://www.thug.org.uk/link/lost-cousins-3 - Lost Cousins claims to be the only family history website able to match you
with others researching the same ancestors. Register for free, then simply enter the relatives on your family Tree who were
recorded in selected US, Canadian, British or Irish Censuses — then click the ‘Search’ button. From the ‘Lost Cousins’
website.

https://heritagesearch.oxfordshire.govb.uk/books/bod - the Returns of Owners of Land, 1873, for Oxfordshire, is a historical
survey that lists everyone who owned one acre or more of land in the County. The Record contains Owner details, land
extent, property value and county context. From an old copy of ‘Library News’.

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Sri Lanka Online Genealogy Records - Sri Lanka was known as Ceylon until 1972.

Here are genealogy links to Sri Lanka (Ceylon) online databases and indexes, which may include birth, marriage, death,
immigration, land, and military records, as well as biographies, cemeteries, censuses, histories, newspapers, obituaries and
probate records. Found amongst some Family History paperwork.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order of Merit - the Order of Merit is for the Commonwealth Realms, recognising
distinguished service in the Armed Forces, Science, Art, Literature or the promotion of culture. Established in 1902 by
Edward VII, admission into the Order remains the personal gift of the Sovereign, and is restricted to a maximum of 24 living
recipients. Scroll down to view current recipients. Mentioned on television.

https://archiveshub.jisc.uk/data/gb109-arches - the Court of Arches, within the Court of Appeal of the Archbishop of
Canterbury, dates back to the 13t century. Read on to find out more. From a copy of ‘Really Useful Bulletin’.

https://www.woolwichths.org.uk — the Woolwich & District Family History Society covers not just Woolwich, but also
Greenwich, Charlton, Plumsted, Eltham, Welling, Bexley Heath and Crayford. You might need to become a member.
One of the Societies which used to publish a magazine.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HuffPost - HuffPost (The Huffington Post until 2017, itself often abbreviated as HuffPo), a
division of Buzzfeed, is a United States progressive news website, with localised and international editions.
Mentioned on a television programme.

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/Isle of Man Ge - the Isle of Man is a self-governing Crown dependency, located in the
Irish Sea between Ireland, Scotland, England and Wales. Go to the ‘Drop-down Box to find record types to aid in your

research. From Magazines in the Resource centre.

https://wyhs.org.au — the Woady Yaloak Historical Society was formed in 1985 and seeks to document and preserve the
history of the Woady Yaloak District Goldfields, Communities, Infrastructure and First Nations Histories by the acquisition
and preservation of information and records, and provide public access to them.

We receive monthly newsletters from this Society.
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FAMILY HISTORY & INTEREST GROUPS

Bendigo F.H.G: No meeting this month
Contact: bendigogen@familyhistoryconnections.org.au

DNA Interest Group: Meets 4th Tuesday of the month (ZOOM MEETINGS ONLY)
Next meeting: 27th October at 7.30 - 9.30pm.

Convenor: Ann Mushet

N.B. You must have D.N.A. Results already before joining this group.

Early Victoria & Tasmania: Meets on 1st Saturday of each month
Next Meeting: 3rd October at 10.00am

Venue: Blackburn RSL - 2 Diggers Way, Blackburn 3130 & Zoom
Contact: Bronwen Bennett: bronwen@usec.com.au

Ireland: Meeting on the 2nd Wednesday via Zoom
Next Meeting: 14th October at 2.00pm
Editor: Vicki Box: victoriabox39@gmail.com

London & Home Counties: Meets on 2nd Tuesday of each month

Covering: London, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, Kent,
Middlesex, Surrey and Sussex.

Next Meeting: 13th October at 1.30pm

Venue: F.H.C. Resource Centre & Zoom.

Scotland: Meets on 2nd Thursday via Zoom
Next meeting: 8th October at 7.30pm.
Contact: Darralyn: membership@familyhistoryconnections.org.au

South West England: Meets on 2" Friday of each Month
Next meeting: gth October at 1.30pm.

Doors open 12.30pm (Bring Lunch)

Venue: F.H.C. Resource Centre and Zoom.

Contact: Jillian Davies: jilliandavies52 @optusnet.com.au

DISCUSSION GROUP

Northern Counties

Meets on 374 Friday of each month
Next Meeting: 16th October at 2.00pm.
Venue: F.H.C. Resource Centre.

Contact for Interest Groups (unless stated):
info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
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Oct3 10.00am

Oct 4 10.00am
Oct8 7.30pm
Oct9 1.30pm

Oct 10 10.00am
Oct 13 1.30pm
Oct 14 2.00pm
Oct16 2.00pm

Oct. 18 12.30pm

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Early Victoria and Tasmania Interest Group - Meeting - Blackburn R.S.L., 2 Diggers Way,
Blackburn & Zoom

Book Sale. Venue: F.H.C. Resource Centre. (see p. 4)
Scotland Interest Group - Meeting - Zoom Only

South West England Interest Group - F.H.C. Resource Centre & Zoom. (Doors open at 12.30pm.
Bring Lunch.)

Tour of F.H.C. Resource Centre. (seep. 3)

London & Home Counties Interest Group - Meeting - F.H.C. Resource Centre & Zoom.
Ireland Interest Group - Meeting - Zoom Only

Northern Counties Discussion Group - Meeting - F.H.C. Resource Centre.

Turning Facts into Stories: A Family History Writing Workshop for Beginners.

(seep. 4)

Oct 21 6.30pm Wednesday Webinar Zoom Talk (see p. 1)

“Vignettes of NZSG Resources & 2027 AFFHO Congress. (seep. 1)
Oct 23 10.00am Friday Zoom Talk

“Using AI Features on FamilySearch” (seep. 3)

Oct 25 1.00pm Free Starting Out Class - Session 1 - F.H.C. Resource Centre. (seep. 3)

Oct 27 7.30pm DNA Interest Group - Meeting - Zoom Only

Nov1i 1.00pm Free Starting Out Class - Session 2 - F.H.C. Resource Centre. (seep. 3)

Nov 12 7.30pm Zoom Talk - Calling All Our Scottish Brethren (see p. 5)

Bendigo Family History Group - Meeting - Bendigo Goldfields Library, Ground Floor,
255 Hargreaves St., Bendigo. No meeting this month.

Articles for the next Newsletter may be emailed to:

cherylaigs@y7mail.com by 23rd October 2026
PLEASE NOTE: To provide advance notice of events so people can plan their time, the Newsletter is

distributed before the month commences. To make sure your article is included, please submit it in the month prior to the
event.

Regards
Cheryl - Editor.
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connections

...tracing ancestors in Australia and beyond

Address: 1/41 Railway Ave., Blackburn Vic. 3130
Address: PO Box 2010, Forest Hill, 3131
Email: info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au

Telephone: 9877 3789
Website: www.familyhistoryconnections.org.au

Resource Centre Hours:
Mon, Tues, Wed, Sat. : 10am—4pm.

Closed Public Holidays & Christmas to New Year.

MyAncestry
Family Tree Online

Durham Records Online
\g cGenealogist.co.uk |

<Dlancestrycomau  findmypast ..

EMERAID ANCESTORS

%5 ROOTSIRELAND

© MyHeritage "%

LIBRARY EDITION m

] Biographical

leceased|online

President:
Bronwen Bennett

Vice Presidents:
Gail White and Susan Hurley

Treasurer:
Gregor Mason

Secretary:
Carolann Thomson

Councillors:

Mary Cleary - Volunteers, Property &
Maintenance Manager

Darralyn Cusack: Membership Secretary
Gary Fitzgerald: Network Administrator
Susan Hurley - Social Media

Gail White - Records Manager

Pauline Turville - VAFHO Representative
Robyn O’Brien - Events

Non-Council Positions:
Cheryl Heazlewood - News & Events Editor
Linda Farrell - Website

Subscription Databases available free for Members in the Library

If you do not wish to receive this Newsletter please email info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
requesting your name be deleted from the distribution list.

If you change your email address please send an email to info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au

Information contained in this document is believed by Family History connections (FHC) to be accurate at the time of
publication. While every care has been taken in its preparation, professional advice should be sought when necessary.
FHC cannot be held liable for any errors or omissions in this publication or for damage arising from its supply,
performance or use, and makes no warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied in relation to this publication.
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