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Family History Connections is a registered business name of the Australian Institute of Genealogical Studies.

FHC Resource Centre Closed Friday 25th September -
AFL Grand Final Eve Holiday

NEWS & EVENTS

FHC Wednesday Webinars
Zoom talk on Wednesday 16t September 2026
Time: 7.30pm.

Tracing Scot ish Ancestors with Online Maps
Presented by Chris Fleet, Map Curator, National Library of Scotland (NLS)
This talk explores how online maps can illuminate our ancestors’ movements and deepen
our understanding of the places they lived and worked. The talk will cover:

e Some of the most useful maps for family historians, eg estate maps, town plans, county
maps, and Ordnance Survey maps,

e  Who made these maps, why they were created, and what that means for the
information they contain - and the gaps they leave out.

® a practical tour of NLS’s maps website, highlighting features especially useful to
genealogists

e Newer tools for drawing, annotating, importing and exporting data, and downloading
images for reuse.

The talk will be of value for anyone wanting to use maps from elsewhere in Britain and
parts of Europe.

Chris Fleet has worked at the Bodleian Library, Oxford, and the National Library of Wales
before joining the NLS in 1994. His main responsibilities at NLS relate to modern and
historical digital mapping and making historical maps available online. He has researched,
written and spoken widely on these subjects and on maps of Scotland, and has co-authored
Scotland: Mapping the Nation (2011), Edinburgh: Mapping the City (2014), Scotland:
Mapping the Islands (2016), and Scotland: Defending the Nation (2018).

FHC members: Free - no need to register.
The Zoom link will be emailed a few days prior to the webinar.

Non-members: Cost $10.00.
Register by either:

Online payment - https://www.familyhistory.asn.au/layout.php?p=116 OR

Scan the QR Code (opposite)
with your Mobile Phone

The Link will be sent when payment is received

m| .
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

As we come to the end of Family History Month,
I hope you managed to take advantage of not
just the offerings of FHC but also the other
organisations that entered into the celebration.
I was amazed by the range of activities that were
offered and the range of organisations getting
involved.

During the month, I was fortunate to attend the

Herstory’ presentation at the Chinese Museum. The focus
was on the Chinese women who came to Australia, from the
days of the goldrushes through to relatively modern times.

226 ]

There were two highlights for me. . .

Diann Fraser’s presentation about her ancestor, the only
Chinese woman on the Ovens goldfields. She came out as a
naive 19 year old, for a pre arranged marriage to a 67 year old
known to her family. Three words come to mind to

describe her situation — it was a life of duty, sacrifice and
isolation.

The second highlight was the presentation by the Small
Ripple Theatre Group, who presented a cameo from their
musical Gold Mountain Wives, a new Australian musical
theatre work exploring the lives of three fictional Chinese
migrant women in Geelong in the early 1900s, each inspired
by a real historical figure.

Rl

Gold Mountain Wives

The story follows three women who form bonds in this
foreign land, in the backdrop of an economic depression.
They go on an impromptu road trip to borrow a ceremonial
dragon for a local fundraising carnival.
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The resulting dragon parade, described in historical accounts
as “a magnificent display”, becomes a theatrical centrepiece
of the show.

Our FHC Resource Centre has hosted a number of events
during August, most notably the U3A Croydon Genealogy
Group on 20th August. After an introductory session, the 12
visitors came under the care of FHC Councillors and LAs, who
created a workshop experience, which seemed to go down a
treat.

Of the 12 visitors, 2 were already members and 9 joined.
Special thanks to Leonard Purcell, who brought the group to
Blackburn.

As we move into the second half of the year, you will be
offered a range of opportunities to help strengthen our
profile in the community.

This can range from helping to staff the FHC presence at the
Blackburn Market (which begins for us again in October) to
putting up your hand as a researcher, focusing on those
buried in the Old Melbourne Cemetery, as we work on the
revised edition of Marjorie Morgan’s 1982/3 publication.

If you have a skill that we could use or if you are keen

(or hesitant) to become involved, please put up your hand.
We are a really friendly bunch and helping out is a great way
to make connections and friends.

Bronwen Bennett



FRIDAY ZOOM CLASSES

On the 4th Friday of the month at 10.00am *No meeting in September due to Public
The next meeting is on: Holiday on 25th September.
Friday 23rd October.

TOUR OF F.H.C. RESOURCE CENTRE

Tours of F.H.C. Resource Centre are available on the 2nd  This month’s tour is on:
Saturday of the month. Saturday 12 September at 10.00am.

They help new members to familiarise themselves with all
the resources we have available.

FREE STARTING OUT CLASSES - 2026

Starting Out Classes are provided free for new Members to help them start their family history journey. They will be held in
the Meeting Room of the F.H.C. Resource Centre from 1:00pm to 3:00pm on the dates below. Please arrive by 12.50pm.

Last and first Sunday of each month

27 September Class 1 - Australia 4 October Class 2 - Britain
25 October Class 1 - Australia 1 November Class 2 - Britain
29 November Class 1 - Australia 6 December Class 2 - Britain

Bookings essential: Phone 9877 3789 Email: info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au

RESEARCH AND LOOK UP SERVICES

here are four services available: Each financial regional member is entitled to two hours of

1. Research (minimum of two hours); free research each calendar year.

iatgi(l)s(;?( Ups (see form via Website for Any other research above this would be chargeable.

3. One on One Assistance in the Resource Please note: Your request must be submitted
Centre (maximum two hours) and prior to 31st October each year.

4. Data Entry (Applicants must provide

Editor’s rights to Researcher) (A Regional Member is defined as one who lives more than

100km from the Resource Centre).
Full details and rates are available on the FHC .. .
Website or on the forms in the Resource Centre Enquiries: E-mail:

. . research @familyhistoryconnections.org.au
Special Offer for Regional, Interstate &

International Members. or by mail to:

As many members are unable to visit FHC Resource Research Coordinator, Family History . .
Centre to access the records, a special research offer is Connections, P.O. Box 2010, Forest Hill Victoria.
available. 3131
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Would you like to write your
family stories, but don’t know
where to start? Join us for an
interactive writing workshop

1/41 Railway Road (cnr of Queen Street)
Blackburn VIC 3130
Opposite the Railway Station

TURNING FACTS
INTO STORIES:
A Family History
Writing Workshop
for Beginners

No experience is necessary,
just an interest in creating
stories to share with
your family.

Sunday, 18 October 2026
12:30pm to 4:30pm

Library open from 11.30am
for lunch - BYO

to help you get started with
your writing.

Scan the QR code to book your
spot or login

" : https [[www trybooking.com/
Bookings Open until DNGXS

Wednesday, 14 October 2026

Afternoon Tea provided

Cost: $25 FHC Members
$40 Non Members

Places are limited.

O Like us on Facebook

. 0398773789 B info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au

STOP COLLECTING NAMES - START TELLING THEIR STORIES

Do you have folders full of census records, old certificates, o
and family trees, but don't know how to turn them into an
actual story?

No previous creative writing experience is required.
Bring one or two genealogical documents (like a census
sheet, military record, or certificate) and a notebook or

. . . . laptop.
Join us for From Facts to Stories: A Family History aptop

Writing Workshop for Beginners.
In this hands-on, 4-hour session, you will learn how to look [i] [0 Date: Sunday 18 October 2026
past dry genealogical data to uncover the human heartbeat

beneath. 0 Time: 12.30 — 4.30 (with library open at 11.30 for
lunch — BYO)
Through practical prompts, step-by-step guidance, and
supportive peer feedback, you will learn how to: A Location: Family History Connections office,
e P Decode old documents for hidden event and sensory Blackburn
clues.

¢*[] Register here: via Trybooking or at the Office

e 4[ Safely and ethically write through "brick walls" and (See advertisement above.)

research gaps.

e [ ] Breathe life into your ancestors' daily routines and $25 for members; $40 for non-members

environments.
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BOOK SALE

Drop off your spare books at the office for the big book sale happening on Sunday, 4th October 2026.
The Office will gladly accept donations ahead of the event.
Book Sale Details

Date: Sunday, 4th October 2026

Event: Big book sale

Venue: F.H.C. Resource Centre.

Donation Drop-Off: At the office

Student Record Cards

UMA holds the student records in the form of cards for students enrolled at University of Melbourne dating from the
university's inception in 1853 up until 1986.

Access is permitted under the following conditions:

= |fthe last date on the card is over 75 years ago: a scan of both sides of the card will be provided

» Lessthan 75 years: written permission of the former student or their next of kin, or proof of death (such as a published
obituary) required

» No permission or proof of death obtained: UMA can confirm some details, such as degree conferred and date, but
cannot provide a scanned card

How can | request a student record card?

Place an online request through Aeon, the Reading Room's request management system. Select the Student Card
Request Form.

Scans of student record cards are provided by email - there is no need to attend the Reading Room.

Visit their web site for further information

https://library.unimelb.edu.au/asc/collections/archives/resources/research-quides/keys-to-the-past/guide-to-the-
records-of-the-university-of-melbourne/student-records
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%3 ROOTSIRELAND

New Armagh Records added!

RootsIreland has added over 22,000 new Armagh records to
their database! They are as follows:

Graveyards:

St Gobhans CI (1875-1986) - Seagoe Parish;

Ballylane Reformed Presbyterian (1855-1984) - Kilclooney
Parish;

Clare Reformed Presbyterian (1872-2012) - Ballymore
Parish;

Kernan Interdenominational (1989-1995) - Seagoe Parish.

e’

AFFHO Congress Registrations Now Open

This is a call to join us at the biggest genealogist event in
Australasia in Wellington in February next year. It’s a chance
to hear expert speakers on a wide range of topic as well as
networking and meeting like-minded people.

More than 400 people will be attending the Australasian
Federations of Family History Organisation Congress from 11
-14 February and early discounted registration has just
opened.

It is a special event as it marks 50 years since the first Con-
gress was held in Melbourne in 1977. The theme is Across
the Tasman - Natural Allies and Strong Connec-
tions, which is about exploring the deep historical ties be-
tween Australia and New Zealand.

The early bird special for registration is NZD$395 (approx.
AUD#$330) until 14 November. After that it will be NZD$495
(approx. AUD$410). As well as an exciting programme of
speakers, there will be optional masterclasses costing
NZD#$75 (approx. AUD$62.50) which are limited to 30
participants. Discounts on flights from Australia and hotels
can be found on the Congress Discounts page.

Jonny Perl, the creator and founder of dnapainter.com is the
keynote speaker. Information about other finalised speakers
can be found on the Congress website.

The Congress venue is in the thick of things! Its being held in
Victoria University’s Rutherford House which is very well
placed for transport and things genealogical.
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Church Records:
Shankill (Lurgan) CI (bapts 1681-1864; marriages 1676~

1921; burials 1754-1756);

Ballymoyer (Ballymyre) CI (bapts 1820-1836; marriages
1820-1836; burials 1820-1836);

Derrynoose CI (burials 1835-1870);

Armagh CI (bapts 1860-1864; marriages 1840-1845).

Across the Tasman

Natural Allies & Strong Connections

/ 18th AFFHO Congress on |
11-14 February 202

amily History
7, Wellington, New Zealand

The building is over the road from the train station, has a bus
hub at its door and a quick stroll will take you to the oldest
pub in Wellington, The Thistle.

Its neighbour is the oldest wooden building in the southern
hemisphere and Parliament is a block or so away. Just up the
road is the National Library and Archives New Zealand
which attendees will be able to tour.

Rutherford House is also an easy walk to Lambton Quay, on

one of Wellington’s key shopping streets and to the many
eating places around this part of the city.

Register now

We look forward to seeing you!

2027 AFFHO Congress Planning Committee

With thanks to our Plat num sponsors:

FINDEX

<lancestry
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NAI Genealogy Microsite Replacements

Thea Mational Archives of Ireland (MAL) microsites are currently offline for redevalopment. All records are
safaly backed up, and somea can ba consulted in thae NAI Reading Room. Until the sites return, the

alternatives below give access o the same collections. Mote the access type in brackels: "with images™
means you can view the record itself. "ranscript only™ means an index entry without the original image.

CENSUS

129017 & 18911 Census of Ireland NAI catalogue: nationalarchioes iefcolleclionsiSearch-the-consus!
1801, FamilySearch (transcripl only): www familysearch orgfen'/searchicollection' 1626 180

1811, FamilySearch (transcript only): seaewclamilysearch orglan/searchicollection'28 5432 7

18th-Century Consus Fragments NAl catalogue: pnaticnalarchives. ie/colleclions/search-the-consus-c 1970
Wirtual Treasury research guide: vintuallreasundig/'gold-seamsicansus-gleanings/cansus-resaarch-guide
Also browse the Virtual Treasury under National Archives, Ireland f NAI CEM

Full list of Ifish censuses in the FamilySearch catalogue, with links 1o each set:

www familysearch orglen/searchicollection/list?

sc=region e 3olceland 20 alaceld 3301 B2 T 084 20 20 ragienSs dallnited + Kingdom +and-+ | reland W 2Cracor
dType?%IATENSUSEics=placeld%3A1 927084 %2 CraecordType%eIACENSUS

1821, 1831, 1841 & 1851 Census Fragments, FamilySearch (searchable. with images)
1821 weaeee familvsearch orafen'searchlCole Clioni2 34 5228
1831 woww familysearch orgfen'searchicollection/2334940
1847 wwnwy familysearch.orglensearchicoleclion23d62 76
1851 wwww familysearch orgfen/searchicollection/2 340880

Census Search Forms, 1841 & 1851 (searchable, with images)
FamilySearch: WFWQW
FindMyPast: search findmy i

LAND & VALUATION
Tithe Applotment Books FamilySearch (Searchable and browsable, with images):

Ciriginal microsite via Web Archive (browse works all the way 1o tha lrrla.gas}

web archive orgiweb/@0Z5042 11401 18 hiipiitheap i !

=R

Valuation Office Books FamilySearch: weow familvasearchorafensearchicolleciion 2320951
FindbyPast: search findmypastie/search-world-recordsfirgland-valuatiocn-oifice-books
House Books, guu:le o the Quarily Lettars and Numbers via Web Archive:

WILLS & ADMINISTRATIONS

Wil Registers, 1858-1920 FindMyPast (searchable, wilth images): search indmypaslisisearch-workd-
ecordsireland-original-will-registers-1808- 1920

FamilySearch (franscript only): wess lamilvsearch orofen/searchicollection'd 496112

Will Calendars, 1858-1920 FamilySearch (searchable. with images and browse):

oo Tamilysearch. orgienisearchicollection 1921 305

FamilySearch calalogue (images). wwwlamilysearch erglenisearchicalatoqikona 21 FEOE

FindMyPast, 1858-1965 (transcript only): search.findmypastis/search-world-recordslireland-calendars-

Diocesan Wills, 1595-1858
FamilySearch (transcripl only) wewew lamilysearch.orglon'searchr'collection' 3450908
FindMyPast {transcript with images): saach findmypastis/seacchowarid-recordsfireland-diocesan-and:

Corwert Rolls FamilySearch (transcript only): wwew familyvsearch grglen’searchicollection/3490248
IMC publication at Virtual Treasury: sictuaiireasucyieftemdIbAC-2005- ConvertBolls

Scidiers” Wills Now searchable on the NAI online catalogue: pationalarchives ie/colleclions/Soldiers.
wills-collgclion)

Step-by-step guide (PDF): naticnalarchives ez

contentfuploads2026/07 SearchTheOnlineCal SoldierswWills. pdf

Wi Irish Soldiers” Wills, FindMyPast (transcript only): search findmypast ic/search-seorid-

OTHER RECORDS

Driocesan Marriage Licences, 1623-1866

FamilySearch (transcript only): wwew familysearch orglen'searchicollection/ 34602 35

FindhMyPast (transcript with images): soarch indmypastis/saarch-world-recordsfireland-dioces an-and-
reccgativesmacriage-icence-bonds-indeges 1R 3- 1856

Crew Lists FamilySearch (transcript only): www familysearch grglan'searchicolleclion'a 316495
Crow Lists and Shipping Agreaments. 1853-13920 via Ancastry (with images): AG[

2 ACCHRAitnd Gamnenlogisls el .
—
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E-MAG SNIPPETS
From Ross McDonald

Some items of interest from recent electronic Journals. Access
the full issues by logging on to the FHC Home Page https://

History Bytes
https://www.digitalpanopticon.org/

www.familyhistory.asn.au/, go to Publications | Society

Magazines, then scroll down to see what is available.
There are many more than listed below, so it is worth a search
to see more items of interest. Happy browsing.

VICTORIA

EAST GIPPSLAND FAMILY HISTORY GROUP

March 2026

Burials and Wrecks on Gabo Island

Contemporary information for Gabo Island is thin on the
ground when compared to other locations which is why this
piece, and the accompanying illustrations, from The
Illustrated Australian News on 9 July 1884 is of great interest.

Cracking the Narrative: pruning the
misinformation from your family tree

An interesting article by State Library of Victoria librarian
Caitlyn Grant.

NEW SOUTH WALES

BOTANY BAY FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY

June 2026

The Registers of Assignments and Other Legal
Instruments from 1794 to 1824, known as the ‘Old
Register’, were inscribed on the UNESCO Australian Memory
of the World Register in 2009 and the indexes are now online

at https://mhnsw.au/indexes/land/the-old-register/.

Representing some of the earliest colonial records in NSW,
the Old Register is a nine-volume series of registers dating
from 1802 to 1824 (backdated to 1794) that record private
legal transactions and dealings between individuals and
businesses. They deal with a wide range of matters, including
land transactions, marriages and separations, convict—master
relationships, deeds, and sealing and shipping agreements.

Small Debts Court Records Now Online.
From 1846, Courts of Petty Sessions were authorised to
recover small debts (up to £10). The Small Debts Registers

index is now available online at https://mhnsw.au/indexes/
courts-lower/small-debts-registers-index/.

PARRAMATTA FEMALE FACTORY FRIENDS
July-August 2026

OUR GIRLS - Fourteen Thousand Miles & More Part
1. Anne Mathews & Beth Matthews

Most of the convict women transported to the Colony endured
quite extraordinary hardship and made multiple journeys
before they eventually settled. Some women barely survived.
There were women who died enroute, women who gave birth
under extreme circumstances and those who never should
have embarked. The impact of their experience can be
gleaned from numerous primary sources - from eye witness
accounts, journals and rare letters.
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This is a great research tool for your convict, female or male.
GUEST SPEAKER

Our Guest Presenter was the engaging master mariner, Mike
Traynor.

Mike gave us a wonderful, if harrowing insight into the voyage
our ancestors embarked on, as his opening remarks hinted at
what was to come, “A Voyage of a Lifetime, or a Cruise for
Life”.

QUEENSLAND

TOOWOOMBA & DARLING DOWNS FAMILY
HISTORY SOCIETY

July 2026

Christopher & Annie Walter from Germany to
Queensland by Suzanna Margetts

In 1865 approximately 88,700 people left Germany to explore
opportunities in a new land.

The Walter family hailed from the village of Pfedelbach in the
Kingdom of Wurttemberg. Political unrest skirmishes with
neighbouring states/countries had been ongoing for decades.
The family of ten made the long journey of approximately
600km from Pfedelbach to Hamburg. They boarded the La
Rochelle and departed Hamburg on August 5, 1865.

On arrival in Moreton Bay, 25 December, 1865 the ship was
placed in quarantine. Almost immediately Christopher
obtained a job on the Caboolture Sugar Plantation.

On 28t April 1867 their fourteenth child, August Wilhelm
Walter was born on the Caboolture Sugar Cane Plantation,
their first child to be born in Queensland. As was very
common in this era Annie was still having children at the
same time as welcoming grandchildren.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

FAMILY HISTORY WA

July 2026

Tracing Your Seafaring Ancestors (1845-1854)

using The Port Rotation Numbers Index

Peter Hamersley

The Port Rotation Numbers Index took almost three years to
complete and is now available online. It was a collaboration
between me, and Pete and Jan Owens of CLIP and was
created by transcribing 443 films or boxes of shipping records
available at The National Archives UK (TNA) or on
FamilySearch. It identifies a ship by way of its unique Port
Rotation Number (PRN). Effectively, the Index includes every
ship in a UK port in the year 1851.

NEW ZEALAND

FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY OF NEW ZEALAND
August 2026

An interesting search.

Captain John Keaquick — my elusive GGG Great-
Grandfather by Kevin White

I have labelled John elusive for a good reason; there is no
record of his birth, some of his 5 wives do not have death
details and he has no male heirs, therefore making family
lines blurred.



E-MAG SNIPPETS
From Ross McDonald

ENGLAND
GLOUCESTERSHIRE
BRISTOL AND AVON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY

March 2026

The Mists of Time: talk by Nick Barrett

Sources of material from this pre-industrial period tell us how
people lived and about their communities. Most documents
have not been digitised but the original copies are available
through the National Archives and local government. Most
documents are in Latin but Court English was used; it is
challenging to work out what the documents are saying, and
dates are difficult to decipher.

The King gave land to the nobles in return for obedience to
him; nobles gave land to knights, who gave 40 days military
service, and this area was called the manor.

In manorial documents, all leaseholders are listed and the
business of the court is recorded. These are name-rich docu-
ments. People started to move around particularly after the
Black Death in the 14th century and the start of enclosures in
the 15th century.

ESSEX

THE ESSEX FAMILY HISTORIAN

March 2026

Dagenham Window Tax 1785-1786. Data compiled by
Angela Hillier

A listing of all occupiers in the parish of Dagenham recording
number of windows and tax paid.

Introduction to the Window Tax

A tax imposed in 1696 on house occupiers to help meet the
cost of remitting the damaged coinage of the realm. It
replaced the Hearth Tax. Each household paid a basic

2 shillings and those between 10 and 20 windows paid a
further 8 shillings. A new Act in 1747 provided that
households with between 10 and 14 windows paid 6 pence per
window on top of the old basic 2 shillings, and those with
between 15 and 19 windows paid 9 pence: those above that
paid one shilling per window. In 1825 those with less than 8
windows were exempt: Scotland was exempted altogether in
1707. The tax was abolished in 1851.

Parish of Dagenham in the County of Essex.

An Assessment made upon the said Parish by Virtue of an Act
of Parliament for Granting to his Majesty an Additional Duty
upon Houses Windows and Lights from the fifth day of April
1785 to the fifth day of April 1786.

Dowsett - a Rare Surname with Deep Essex Roots

By Jeff Porter

Some surnames shout from the records. Others whisper, but
reward those who listen closely. Dowsett is one of the latter: a
rare surname today, yet one with a long and recorded story
that leads us back to medieval Essex.

HAMPSHIRE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

June 2026

Gravestones and Their Symbolism

For family historians, churchyards and cemeteries are an
invaluable resource. Gravestones provide far more than
names and dates; they offer visual clues about relationships,
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beliefs and social attitudes, adding depth to the lives we
study.

A Murder in the Family by Sue Noyce

Reprint from 1985

When I was a child, I used to love listening to stories about
my mother's family. Most of the tales were not unusual, but
one which particularly interested me was of the murder in the
family. The details of the story were few.

Then: 40 years later:

We are extremely fortunate today to have an amazing
resource at our fingertips — the British Newspaper Archive. It
did not take long to uncover numerous newspaper accounts
relating to this tragedy.

HEREFORDSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY
July 2026

In search of Annie Puddle by Nicky Rowberry

I started looking into my family history when I was a child
and pretty soon I came to my first real brick wall. Nearly 50
years later and that brick wall was still standing — where did
my great grandmother, Annie PUDDLE, come from? With
each new census release or each new certificate I bought, I
thought this would be it, the wall would come tumbling down,
but it didn’t budge.

LANCASHIRE FAMILY HISTORY & HERALDRY
SOCIETY

August 2026

The Curious Case of Mancknowles By Rex Watson

I have long been fascinated by this unusual surname. It has a
host of variants: the C may be absent, likewise the W and the
E; there may be two Ls; this already gives us 16 potential
variants; there are also various more idiosyncratic spellings,
for instance with a D after the L, I after O, and more. The S is
only absent occasionally. An early version is
MANKINHOLES, with also the I replaced by E or Y. Some of
these variations will to a modern ear give slightly different
pronunciations. The name undoubtedly derives from the
place Mankinholes near Todmorden.

Scanned pdf copies of all our old fiche - now available
on website by e-mail

Look on the website for the shop section showing “Scanned
images of microfiche” — this leads to 5 sections divided by
alphabetic first letter of location - A-D, E-H, I-L, M-Q, R-Z.
Click on https://www.lfhhs.org/index.php?cPath=6

SCOTLAND
ABERDEEN & NORTH-EAST SCOTLAND FAMILY
HISTORY SOCIETYMay 2026

British and Commonwealth Prisoners of War (WWI
& WWII)

An excellent article by Ken Nesbit, including relevant
conventions and where to find records.

Tips and Tricks for using Scotland’s People
by our very own David Stephen.


https://www.lfhhs.org/index.php?cPath=63

WANDERING THE WEB

With Marianne Redfern

Email:mazpaz72@hotmail.com

https://www.guinness-storehouse.com/discover - the Guinness Archive holds a wealth of unique historic records,
memorabilia, and other resources, tracing the rich and varied history of Guinness from its first foray into brewing to the
present. Go to ‘search the database’.

From an early edition of ‘Irish Roots’.

https://alhs.com.au — the Altona Historical Society was established in 1961, incorporated in 1996, and in 2000, amalgamated
with the Laverton Historical Society to become the Altona and Laverton Historical Society. Its aim is to encourage the study
of the history of the Altona and Laverton areas.

From a List of Historical Societies.

https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details - the official archive of the UK government includes Anglesey County
Council/ the National Archives. This page summarises records created by this organisation. Go to “Browse by Records
Creators” to view hundreds of records.

From a copy of ‘Gwreiddiau Gwynedd Roots’.

https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/Wal/GLA/Ystradyfodwig/Maerdy - All Saints Church in Maerdy, Wales, was a historic
Victorian stone building constructed in 1885-1886, famously defended by a 2011 parishioner sit-in to protest against a
400,000 pound repair bill before ultimately closing in 2011. It’s Memorial Bell for 81 miners from the 1885 Maerdy Colliery
disaster was later relocated to Maredy Community Primary School. You can access all sorts of records at this website.
From a copy of the ‘Glamorgan Family History Society Journal’.

https://www.rootsireland.ie — this the most extensive and easily searchable database of Irish Church Records online.
Search by name, year or County Ireland Census 1911. There are 23+ million Record Types.
From a copy of ‘Family Tree’ magazine.

https://www.familysearch.org — this is one of the most popular genealogical resources in the world. The site is sponsored by
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (The Mormons) and is free and available to the public.
From ‘Practical Family History’ magazine.

https://www.rhonddaleadernewspaper-world-war- - the Rhondda Leader was first published in 1899 and served as a vital
local weekly newspaper for the Rhondda Valley in South Wales during World War I (1914-1918), documenting recruitment
campaigns, local casualty lists and massive wartime output at the regional coalfields. Scroll down the page for more
information.

From a copy of ‘Glamorgan Family History Society ‘Magazine.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vale and Downland - the Vale and downland Museum was established in 1972. Discover
the fascinating story of the Vale of White Horse and the adjoining chalk hills. Of the more than 20,000 objects in the

collection, over 3000 are on display at any one time.
From the ‘Berkshire Family Historian.’

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki Surrey England - these are genealogy links to Surrey online databases that may include
birth, marriage, death records, biographies, cemeteries, census records, histories, immigration records, land records, military

records, newspapers, obituaries, or probate records. They start from the 1500’s.
Mentioned in a copy of ‘Ancestor’, the quarterly journal of the Genealogical society of Victoria.
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FAMILY HISTORY & INTEREST GROUPS

Bendigo F.H.G: No meeting this month
Contact: bendigogen@familyhistoryconnections.org.au

DNA Interest Group: Meets 4th Tuesday of the month (ZOOM MEETINGS ONLY)
Next meeting: 22nd September at 7.30 - 9.30pm.

Convenor: Ann Mushet

N.B. You must have D.N.A. Results already before joining this group.

Early Victoria & Tasmania: Meets on 1st Saturday of each month
Next Meeting: 5th September at 10.00am

Venue: Blackburn RSL - 2 Diggers Way, Blackburn 3130 & Zoom
Contact: Bronwen Bennett: bronwen@usec.com.au

Ireland: Meeting on the 2nd Wednesday via Zoom
Next Meeting: 9th September at 2.00pm
Editor: Vicki Box: victoriabox3go@gmail.com

London & Home Counties: Meets on 2nd Tuesday of each month

Covering: London, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, Kent,
Middlesex, Surrey and Sussex.

Next Meeting: 8th September at 1.30pm

Venue: F.H.C. Resource Centre & Zoom.

Scotland: Meets on 2nd Thursday via Zoom
Next meeting: 10th September at 7.30pm.
Contact: Darralyn: membership@familyhistoryconnections.org.au

South West England: Meets on 2" Friday of each Month
Next meeting: 11th September at 1.30pm.

Doors open 12.30pm (Bring Lunch)

Venue: F.H.C. Resource Centre and Zoom.

Contact: Jillian Davies: jilliandavies52 @optusnet.com.au

DISCUSSION GROUP

Northern Counties

Meets on 374 Friday of each month
Next Meeting: 18th September at 2.00pm.
Venue: F.H.C. Resource Centre.

Contact for Interest Groups (unless stated):
info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
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To DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

\ —=

Sep5 10.00am Early Victoria and Tasmania Interest Group - Meeting - Blackburn R.S.L., 2 Diggers Way,
Blackburn & Zoom

Sep8 1.30pm London & Home Counties Interest Group - Meeting - F.H.C. Resource Centre & Zoom.

Sep9 2.00pm Ireland Interest Group - Meeting - Zoom Only

Sep 10 7.30pm Scotland Interest Group - Meeting - Zoom Only

Sep 11 1.30pm South West England Interest Group - F.H.C. Resource Centre & Zoom. (Doors open at 12.30pm.
Bring Lunch.)

Sep 12 10.00am Tour of F.H.C. Resource Centre. (seep. 3)

Sep 16 7.30pm Wednesday Webinar Zoom Talk (see p. 1)
“Tracing Scottish Ancestors with Online Maps”. Speaker: Chris Fleet. (see p. 1)

Sep 18 2.00pm Northern Counties Discussion Group - Meeting - F.H.C. Resource Centre.

Sep 22 7.30pm DNA Interest Group - Meeting - Zoom Only

Sep 27 1.00pm Free Starting Out Class - Session 1 - F.H.C. Resource Centre. (seep. 3)

Oct4 1.00pm Free Starting Out Class - Session 2 - F.H.C. Resource Centre. (seep. 3)
Bendigo Family History Group - Meeting - Bendigo Goldfields Library, Ground Floor,
255 Hargreaves St., Bendigo. No meeting this month.

Oct. 4 Book Sale. Venue: F.H.C. Resource Centre. (see p. 5)

Oct. 18 12.30pm Turning Facts into Stories: A Family History Writing Workshop for Beginners.

(seep. 4)

Articles for the next Newsletter may be emailed to:

cherylaigs@y7mail.com by 23rd September 2026
PLEASE NOTE: To provide advance notice of events so people can plan their time, the Newsletter is

distributed before the month commences. To make sure your article is included, please submit it in the month prior to the
event.

Regards
Cheryl - Editor.

FHC News & Events No. 176, September 2026 12


mailto:cherylaigs@y7mail.com

connections

...tracing ancestors in Australia and beyond

Address: 1/41 Railway Ave., Blackburn Vic. 3130
Address: PO Box 2010, Forest Hill, 3131
Email: info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au

Telephone: 9877 3789
Website: www.familyhistoryconnections.org.au

Resource Centre Hours:
Mon, Tues, Wed, Sat. : 10am—4pm.

Closed Public Holidays & Christmas to New Year.

MyAncestry
Family Tree Online

Durham Records Online

2@’ heGenealogist.co.ul |

<Plancestrycomau  findmypast..

EMERAID ANCESTORS
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W) ROOTSIRELAND
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President:
Bronwen Bennett

Vice Presidents:
Gail White and Susan Hurley

Treasurer:
Gregor Mason

Secretary:
Carolann Thomson

Councillors:

Mary Cleary - Volunteers, Property &
Maintenance Manager

Darralyn Cusack: Membership Secretary
Gary Fitzgerald: Network Administrator
Susan Hurley - Social Media

Gail White - Records Manager

Pauline Turville - VAFHO Representative
Robyn O’Brien - Events

Non-Council Positions:
Cheryl Heazlewood - News & Events Editor
Linda Farrell - Website

Subscription Databases available free for Members in the Library

If you do not wish to receive this Newsletter please email info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
requesting your name be deleted from the distribution list.

If you change your email address please send an email to info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au

Information contained in this document is believed by Family History connections (FHC) to be accurate at the time of
publication. While every care has been taken in its preparation, professional advice should be sought when necessary.
FHC cannot be held liable for any errors or omissions in this publication or for damage arising from its supply,
performance or use, and makes no warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied in relation to this publication.
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